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BOOK REVIEWS

A PRACTICAL MANUAL OF DISEASE OF
THE CHEST

By MAURICE DAVIDSON, M.A., M.D.(Oxon.),
F.R.C.P.(Lond.). 3rd Edition. Pp. xvi + 670
with 268 illustrations. Geoffrey Cumberlege,
Oxford University Press. London. I948. 50S.

In his preface to the first edition of this book
the author, writing in I935, says ' the last few years
have witnessed a remarkable development in the
diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the chest,' a
statement which remains abundantly true of the
eight years which have filled the interval between
the second and the present (third) editions. As
examples may be quoted the revolution which has
taken place in the treatment of pneumonia with
chemotherapy and penicillin, the appreciation of the
bronchopulmonary segment as the clinical ana-
tomical unit of the lung and the improvement in the
treatment of pulmonary suppuration which has
resulted, and the steady advance which has been
made towards the control of active tuberculous
disease by chemotherapy. Radiology has marched
along with the clinician, and by making possible the
economical and rapid radiographic survey of large
numbers of persons it has presented us with many
examples of tuberculosis in an early symptomless
stage.

All these topics, and many others besides, the
author has brought up to date in this edition. The
chapters dealing with intrathoracic neoplasm,
bronchiectasis, pneumonokoniosis and tuberculosis
have been recast in the light of modern work, and
additional chapters concerned with cysts of the lung
and pleura and with sarcoidosis have been added.
The subject has been handled throughout in a

practical fashion with the emphasis on management
and treatment, but this does not prevent the author
from discussing pathogenesis and aetiological
classification where such discussion is likely to have
practical consequences. Thus, the author's views
on the pathogenesis of bronchiectasis are fully laid
down, but where alternative views have been from
time to time expressed, as they have been in the
case of cystic bronchiectasis and ' honeycomb '

lung, these views are impartially considered. As a
result the reader is put in possession of the com-
plete argument, may judge the matter for himself,
and may therefore act as he thinks fit without the
heavy hand of ' central direction ' smoothing the
path for him.

If bronchiectasis has been handled boldly the
author is perhaps unduly reticent over the question
of the classification of the ' atypical ' pneumonias.
Admittedly, the foundation of any such classification
is at the moment weak, but virus pneumonia, at

least, even if the specific organism remains elusive,
has certain clinical and, in some instances, sero-
logical characteristics which perhaps merit more
than the few lines in small print which the author
bestows upon it.

But this is a small point when set against the
all-round excellence of this practical manual, which
is a scholarly presentation of the subject, perneated
throughout with the personal touch which the in-
clusion of case reports enhances, plentifully illus-
trated, and very much to the credit of author and
publisher.

N.L.R.

A POCKET MEDICINE

By G. E. BEAUMONT, M.A., D.M.(Oxon),
F.R.C.P., D.P.H.(Lond.). Second Edition. Pp.
Viii + 2o8. J. and A. Churchill Ltd., London,
W.I. 1948. 9S.
The second edition of this little book is most

welcome. There is a surprising, one might almost
say phenomenal, amount of factual material within
its 200 pages, so that the author's quotation of
Samuel Johnson is scarcely necessary-' In this
work, when it shall be found that much is omitted,
let it not be forgotten that much likewise is per-
formed....' Very little indeed has been left out.
A feature rarely encountered in small books of

this type is the emphasis on treatment. Practical
details of this are given. To mention but a selection
of modem therapeutic agents which are described
in the appropriate sections throughout the book
are radioactive phosphorus, folic acid, thiouracil,
phthalylsulphathiazole, paludrine, Rhesus nega-
tive blood, casein hydrolysates and streptomycin.

Finally, it is so up-to-date that, for example in
the list of causes of secondary purpura, exposure to
atomic bomb explosion is given.

S.O.

EMERGENCIES IN MEDICAL PRACTICE

Ed. by C. ALLAN BIRCH, M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp.
xi + 468, with i i3 illustrations. E. & S. Living-
stone, Edinburgh. 1948. 25S.
This book contains a vast amount of practical

information. It is weU set out, well printed and
well illustrated. The reader's first reaction may
well be one of consternation at the number of
emergencies he might meet that he had never even
thought of before, and his second one of gratitude
to Dr. Birch and his i8 contributors for assembling
precise directions for dealing with them. No one
could possibly carry all this information in his head,
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