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Our first and pleasant task is to wish long life
and happiness to the Duke and Duchess of Edin-
burgh and to congratulate them on the safe arrival
of their new-born Prince. We believe that at that
time many eyes were turned toward Buckingham
Palace and that the birth of a son to this royal pair
is acclaimed both within and without the Com-
monwealth.

In our last number of the old year, from a
London lost in autumn fog and not a little torn by
internal dissentions, we wish all our readers a
very hearty Xmas Greeting. In this season of
goodwill we think of the home fire and of the
open door of friendship not only in our own
immediate circle but throughout the whole world
family of nations, our cousins only once removed.
It is a season for looking beyond each other's
shortcomings and differences which when viewed
with a sense of proportion are hardly microscopical,
and for thinking of the enormously larger fields of
common interest, of peace, of freedom and of
production for plenty. It is our privilege in
medicine to be given almost unbounded oppor-
tunities for service. To us much is given. Let us
go forward with light heart and broader outlook
to give of our best.

In such a world how brightly shines a deed of
international friendship. A group of American
philanthropists have recently together subscribed
fifty thousand dollars to purchase and present to
the trustees of the British Museum the original of
Lewis Carroll's 'Alice in Wonderland', illus-
trated by the author's own hand. The chief
librarian of the United States Congress who made
the actual presentation, stated that the manuscript
was being given back to the country it should
never have left under the heading of ' cultural
reparations

One's reactions to such a superb gesture are,
firstly, of sincere appreciation of so friendly and
altruistic an action; secondly, of misgiving as to
whether we are fit guardians of- a treasure so
precious to so many of all ages, and thirdly, as to
whether our own house is in order. Ought we not
to go and do likewise ?

For the first, there can obviously be no thought
of material gain. Its motive can be only to cement
the friendship between the two nations. For the
second, it was none the less brought over and
presented by the Librarian of Congress, a man
not unused to the safe-keeping of first editions
and the like, from a country where Lewis Carroll
is widely appreciated. We might possibly be
excused for thinking that the title ' cultural
reparations ' may cover a half-apology for the
many other works of art which have found their
way to the United States during the past 75 years.
Yet from this we should surely draw an example
of the progress possible by a combination of hard
work and unity. The very fact of such a presen-
tation almost shames us. We hope that it will be
given a place of much honour in its new home.

For the third point, it would be impossible to
make general ' cultural reparations' in kind. Of
the ancients we have no originals; it has even
been doubted whether Hippocrates would recog-
nize as his own the much transcribed versions of
his works which we know. Our payment would
need other coin. For the works of the physicians
and anatomists of the middle -ages, now scattered
throughout the libraries of Europe to which they
have but recently been returned from their places
of war-time refuge for the second time in 30
years, we can surely hope to make reparation by
extending the helping hand of friendship along the
road of tolerance and progress.
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In this issue we are pleased to publish Professor
Elliott's authoritative article on Jaundice, a subject
which presents some of the most difficult problems
to physician and surgeon alike, whilst Donaldson
Craig's thoughtful survey of the phantom limb
from the amputee's point of view is the result of
very careful study and, although of more limited
appeal, will give its readers a much closer and
more understanding approach to such problems
in the future. For our next number we 'have a
symposium on the subject of anterior poliomyelitis
-including reports of two epidemics by observers
on the spot, together with articles on the latest
developments in our knowledge of the disease and
on the various aspects. of its treatment. We
believe that it will be of the widest interest and
should not be missed.

Few subjects in medicine have a larger literature
than jaundice. For many years the so-called
classical views of Virchow on its aetiology held
undisputed sway. Gradually, however, through the
years of this century, newly-discovered facts both
clinical and experimental have had to be fitted into
the picture and have more than once upset theories
previously held as gospel. The word ' catarrhal'
applied to jaundice is still not unknown and
serves to mark the passing of one such stage.

In the case of obstructive jaundice, however,
certain aspects of the process are clear. If a stone
from the gall-bladder passes into and obstructs
the common bile duct, its effects both clinical and
biochemical may be dramatic. On the other hand,

even in the common bile duct, gall-stones may
remain ' silent ' or at least may not produce the
symptoms of colic. In such cases only the
dangerous addition of infection may bring the
condition to notice. A further danger is the
development of carcinoma of the gall-bladder,
whilst the chronic invalidism arising from gall-
bladder disease amongst the women of this country
is formidable. Given that the patient is otherwise
in good health the old advice ' My doctor told
me that so long as my gall-stones did not trouble
me, I should not trouble them,' is long out of
date and is as dead as ' In appendicitis do not
operate until an abscess has formed.'

As we go to press, we learn with deep regret of
King George's indisposition. We venture to offer
our very sincere sympathy and pray that the
condition may respond satisfactorily to treatment.
We very sincerely regret the necessity for the
postponement of the Australian and New Zealand
tour so carefully planned and to which so many
were looking forward. We trust the postponement
will be purely temporary and believe that when
the tour does take place many people in many
lands. will take the opportunity of showing their
affection for His Majesty the King.

To all our readers we send the old but none the
less sincere wish of a happy Xmas and a pros-
perous New Year.
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