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Medical polemics now arouse little interest.
We are learning to live and let live, and if one
physician, for instance, prefers a sulphonamide drug
in the treatment of a particular type of pneumonia.
we now feel that there is no cause for him to
apply barbed taunts in the medical press to others
who favour the use of penicillin. We need only
refer to the' life of Lord Lister -to find what he
suffered at the hands of his detractors, whilst the
life of Lawson Tait (Harvey Flack, 1948), to the
modem reader, is full of the most astonishingly
outspoken comment. At Liverpool assizes in i886
Lawson Tait asserted that Dr. Grimsdale, senior
phys?ician to the Women's Hospital, failed to
recognize the value of removal of the tubes and
ovaries because he had not followed recent
advances and therefore did not realize the value
of the operation.

Such polemics were, of course, in part the
result of the vivid personalities concerned. It
required a strong personality to continue to
recommend immediate laparotomy in the treat-
ment of ruptured ectopic gestation, in the teeth
of the strongest opposition, after the first case had
died at operation. Fortunately for the progress of
surgery, such personalities were at hand and,
triumphing in their subsequent successes, they
laid down the law as to how these cases should be
treated. Unfortunately for the peace of mind of
the medical profession, it soon became apparent
that other lines of treatment might also be success-
ful, and even more successful than their prede-
cessors. In the field of surgery there are few
operations which have not been modified. We
believe in fact, that Mayo's operation for umbilical
hernia is almost the only operation now used in its
original form. Since those days every branch of
the art has had its pioneers, men who have dis-
proved the old adage that there is nothing new
under the sun. To them be all credit. At the

same time, if they are wise, they realize that their
methods will almost certainly be modified. Their
pronouncements are thus less oracular, and there-
fore more productive of constructive, rather than
of bitter criticism. They even welcome such
criticism and hope to learn from it.
The greatest factor in these changes of outlook

is, we believe, the freedom of travel and of the
interchange of ideas now possible. If the leaders
of the profession of one country are able to visit
other countries to lecture and to discuss problems
of mutual interest, the result can only be progress,
whether in discarding the old or advocating the
new. Such a visitor to this country recently was
Professor Rienhof of the Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, successor to the chair first held by
Halsted. His straightforward, impartial reasoning
on the question of gastric and duodenal ulceration
preceded bv the statement that he did not know
the answers to the questions he was propounding,
was compellingly honest. His audience came
away interested, stimulated and impressed, if our
reading is correct, by the value of democracy, or-
Fellowship in Medicine. He incidentally paid a
sincere and very charming compliment to British
Nursing.

In this issue, we are proud to publish Sir
Carrick Robertson's article on thyrotoxicosis.
With his large experience in the surgery of the
thyroid gland in New Zealand, where goitre is
endemic, his authoritative views will be of wide
interest. His approach to the various aspects of
the problem are clearly reasoned and intensely
practical. His views on thiouracil therapy are
stimulating, whilst his attitude to the exposure of
the recurrent laryngeal nerve in thyroid operations
will certainly not pass unnoticed either in this
country or in Canada, where Lahey's teaching on
the subject has caused much controversy.

Since our last number, the editorship of this-
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journal has changed hands. Selwyn Taylor, the
retiring editor, has taken up a Rockefeller scholar-
ship in the United States for one year. With his
-many friends and contacts in that country, we
believe that he will find his time fully and profit-
ably occupied. Our sincere good wishes and grate-
-ful thanks go with him and his wife who has
-played no small part in the recent affairs of this
journal. If he will go the the chapel of Harvard
University, he will find on the wall facing the
-magnificent side-chapel built in memory of those
Tmembers of the University who gave their lives
in the I914-I8 war, a small tablet which states:
' This University also remembers its sons who
-died under foreign flags ' (sub aliis signis), followed
by four German names.
We believe that this is democracy at its best.

Our endeavour shall be to follow this tradition in
medicine.
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ANNOTATIONS
Robert James Graves, 1797-1853, was the

leading physician of his time in Dublin. From his
earliest days he showed signs of brilliance; at
school a newspaper he edited attracted the atten-
tion of the Archbishop of Dublin, whilst at
Trinity College he achieved many scholastic
-honours. Qualifying in i8I8, he spent three years
travelling in this country and on the Continent,
where he made many friends with whom he
corresponded for the rest of his life. His know-
ledge of German was such that on one occasion in
Austria he was arrested as a German spy and
detained in prison for ten days. On another
occasion an ill-found Sicilian ship in which he was
sailing was caught in a gale. Her sails were lost,
her pumps failed to work and her crew headed for
-the only boat in panic. Graves, foreseeing dis-
aster for all, stove in the boat with an axe, had the
-pumps repaired with his own boot leather and so

saved the day. He later spent a month travelling
with J. M. W. Turner, sketching and painting.
Interestingly enough, neither asked the other's
name during this time.

Returning to Dublin in i82I, he soon established
his reputation, and indeed his chief claim to fame,
by introducing to these islands the clinical method
of teaching now in general use. ' From the very
commencement of his studies the student should
witness the progress and effects of sickness, and
ought to persevere in the daily observation of
disease during the whole period of his studies.'
He deplored the existing system whereby the
student was turned into a doctor, ' a practitioner
who has never practised.'
The paper on-hyperthyroidism, for which he is

chiefly remembered, was published in I835. It
was not the first description of the disease, how-
ever, Parry having described it vividly and
accurately in I825. For his own epitaph, Graves
suggested the words ' He fed fevers,' this being a
reference to his most disputed line of treatment,
pi'rticularly in typhus, which was not uncommon
at that time. He was the contemporary of Corri-
gan, and was the mentor and inspiration of Stokes.
Between them, these three laid the foundations of
the famous Dublin school of medicine, which was
visited by physicians from all over Europe and
was, indeed, second to none.

To Karl von Basedow, I799-1854, is ascribed
credit on the continent of Europe for the descrip-
tion of exophthalmic goitre. Physician, surgeon
and ophthalmologist, he was active in all branches
of the profession and had a large practice in Merse-
burg, Germany. His chief interest, however, lay
in the study of the diseases of the eye, and the
paper on which his fame rests was entitled ' Ex-
ophthalmos from hypertrophy of the orbital
cellular tissue.' This was published in 1840, five
years after Graves' lectures oil the subject.
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