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committal; fullsome words recommend. But
how can the reviewer, without being extravagant or
seeming to have shares in the publisher's company,
persuade the reader that a book should be bought?
Suffice it to say, perhaps in this instance, that every
dermatologist, embryo or fully-fledged, should not
only read but should own this book. Dr.
MacKenna has done dermatology a considerable
service in persuading a number of experts, many and
quite refreshingly not dermatologists, to state the
present position in their own field and to clarify for
simpler minds the difficulties. A glance at, the
chapter headings will, or should at once excite
interest and an inward consciousness of ignorance
of fundamentals. Clinical experience and successful
empirical treatment will carry a dermatologist
through, but advances will only come from clear
thinking and sound experiment founded on a
thorough understanding of the principles and facts
as given in this book.

After a brief but pertinent introduction by the
editor, Dr. Stokes and Dr. Beerman review the
past, consider the present and throw out stimulating
suggestions for the future of the subject with a
strong and well argued plea for creative thought' a
continually questioning attitude and simple ex-
periments. Then comes the solid and almost un-
rationed meat of the book, Dr. Weddell on the
anatomy of the skin, Professor Cameron and Dr.
Short on the physiology and functional pathology,
Professor Marrack with a balanced review of that
much vexed and ,overworked substance, the
vitamin. The field of biochemistry of the skin, so
little explored, is reviewed by Professor Peter3 and
Professor Thompson who concentrate on the
respiration, the enzymes, the melanin of the skin
and on hyaluronidase. Dr. Barber contributes a
magnificent chapter on the seborrhoeic eruptions
and the sex hormones, clarifying in a most con-
vincing manner what to the reviewer at least has
always been a very muddled business. Professor
Stuart-Harris sums up in a thought provoking
article the bacteriology and Dr. Burtenshaw adds a
complementary chapter on the autogenous dis-
infection of the skin. Parasitology, mycology,
psychology, occupational dermatoses by Professor
Schwartz, tropical dermatology, necrobioses,
atrophies, scleroses by Dr. Parkes Weber, prevention
and rehabilitation each have a chapter. When the
general standard is so high criticism of any in-
dividual article would be invidious. Finally and
very much to the point Mr. Cooper-Willis explains
the principles and methods of the statistician, a
warning to the credulous and the 'one case' man.
This is an important and beautifully produced book.
It should be bought and read by all dermatologists.

D.I.W.

CLINICAL OPHTHALMOLOGY FOR
GENERAL PRACTITIONERS AND STUDENTS

By H. M. TRAQUAIR, M.D., F.R.C.S.(Ed.). Henry
Kimpton. London. 1948. Pp. 258. Price 25s.
This is a practical book written by an ophthal-

mologist who has had vast experience in clinical
work and in the teaching of medical students. The
author has admirably stressed the value of detailed
history taking and of a full routine examination in
all cases presenting ocular symptoms. He has also
described at some length the many popular mis-
conceptions and prejudices concerning the eyes,
the use of spectacles, the affect of bright litht and
restrictions as to the use of the eyes.
Although in a small book of this type it is not

possible to include reference to all the commoner
ophthalmic conditions, one would have thought
that in a chapter on abnormalities of the pupils a
brief description of the fairly common myotonic
pupil of Adie's syndrome might have been included.
One was also surprised to see no mention made of

the orthoptic treatment of cases of heterophoria in
which symptoms occur due to decompensation, nor
of its value in cases of concomitant strabismus.
The mere dismissal of the treatment of paralytic

strabismus by the words ' in traumatic cases no
special treatment is indicated ' would seem scarcely
in keeping with modern work on the treatment of
unresolved paralytic strabismus of traumatic origin
by appropriate surgical adjustment of the extrinsic
ocular muscles, and indeed in many other cases of
ocular palsy due to causes in which the condition
is of a non-progressive and stationary nature.
The coloured pictures might well have been im-

proved and it would have been easier if, in the
description of the various conditions illustrated,
reference had been made to the figure concerned.

Finally, although the author has pointed out that
his book is really 'ophthalmology without an
ophthalmoscope ' it is questionable whether the
value of this excellent little book would not have
been greater had reference been made, with
illustrations, to the commoner organic abnor-
malities of the optic fundus, especially those
connected with general disease.
However, in spite of these minor criticisms this

book is a pleasure to read and it contains information
of a practical nature which is not found in the
ordinary textbook and it can be thoroughly
recommended.

T.K.L.

THE PREPARATION OF SOLUTIONS
ISOOSMOTIC WITH BLOOD, TEARS AND

TISSUE

By C. G. LUND, E. P. NIELSEN, and E. PEDERSEN-
BJERGAARD. Contributions from the Danish
Pharmacopoeia Commission. Vol. IT. Heine-
mann, London. 1947. Price i5s.
This volume presents a mass of new data having

an important bearing on the preparation of solutions
for parenteral injection, as well as for local applica-
tion. 'Originally conceived in 1939 as a relatively
small task in defining the most desirable conditions
for eye drops the subject was expanded as a result
of new facts which were established, to involve its
present wide scope.
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The osmotic pressure of a large number of
medicaments has been determined by highly
accurate methods, over a wide range of concentra-
tions, and the data compared with previously pub-
lished figures. Under the stimulus of this work
Krogh, Lund and Pedersen-Bjergaard determined
the osmotic pressure of tears, and found it to com-
pare well with that of serum, or with o.9 per cent.
sodium chloride. Previously I.4 per cent. sodium
chloride had been accepted as isoosmotic with tears.
The authors poin- out that they had almost com-
pleted this aspect of their studies, when this
fundamental error became evident.

For serum, the usual standard of o.9 per cent.
sodium chloride has been confirmed by the in-
direct determination of osmotic pressure on pooled
samples of 20 sera. The freezing point depression
of o.9 per cent. sodium chloride, from which os-
motic pressures are calculated, has been found to
be 0.520 rather than the accepted value of 0.560
(Brit. Pharm. Codex, 1934). The technical reason
for this is shown. As a result of this difference in
the point of reference, slightly lower concentrations
of various solutes are required to make isobsmotic
solutions, for example 5 per cent. glucose instead of
5.4 per cent.

I

The rigorous evaluation of the theoretical prin-
ciples basic to the determination of osmotic pres-
sure, together with a statistical analysis of experi-
mental errors, is marred by at least one incon-
sistency. On page I9 the application of Raoult's
law in a sample calculation is inconsistent with the
definition given for the symbols in the formula.
Fortunately, at the dilutions used the error involved
is less than that of the experimental determination.
Similarly the authors occasionally use the term
'molar,' when' molal 'is the appropriate one. This
latter error is perhaps attributable to the translator.
Throughout the book the data are well presented

in graphic form; it is excellently printed, and in
spite of a few symbols unfamiliar in this country,
such as 0°/0 for parts per thousand, will be a most
useful handbook on the subject.

G.H.L.

MINOR SURGERY

By R. J. MCNEILL LOVE, M.S., F.R.C.S. 3rd
Edition. H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1948. Pp.
viii + 430. 221 illustrations. Price 22S. 6d.

Love's ' Minor Surgery ' is an excellent, compact
handbook, and the third edition is a welcome
arrival. This convenient small volume aims to
provide the hospital interne and occasional surgeon
with a maximum of practical advice in a minimum
of space. In this it succeeds admirably and apart
from minor errors, it is difficult to see what im-
provement could be made.
Tne illustration of adhesive strapping for an

umbilical hernia on page I 37 looks an insecure
method, whereas that shown on page 44 is much
more satisfactory for this condition. The statement

that catgut can be obtained in I2 sizes, from six 0
is contrary to the new standards which have now
found acceptance with the manufacturers. A use-
ful addition would be a table showing the compara-
tive sizes of catgut, silk and thread.

Hernia and its treatment by operation can
hardly be justified as minor surgery, nor is the
inclusion of a description of major anaesthesia
really necessary. Femoral vein thrombosis is
usually treated with anticoagulants and early move-
ments; the use of sandbags for four weeks should
be a thing of the past. On page 397 Luerlok is
wrongly spelt. No mention of amethocaine is made
in local analgesia.
These are only small items whose correction no

doubt will be carried out in the next edition, the
appearance of which can be safely predicted.

'S.F.T.
ESSENTIALS OF FEVERS

By G. E. BREEN, M.D., b.P.H., D.O.M.S. 2nd
Edition. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., Edinburgh.
1948. Octavo. pp. xi + 351. i6 coloured
plates. Price i5s.
The book gives the practice observed by the

author in the L.C.C. fexer hospitals of which he has
been in charge. It is to be recommended for the
undergraduate and will be very useful to resident
housemen. The coloured plates are from Dr.
Breen's own hands. The good ones have the great
advantage of drawings over photographs in that
the essentials are well brought out as, for example,
in the picture of Koplik's spots (though the
coated tongue referred to in the text is not shown in
the picture).
There are a few misprints, but the abbreviations

Hg and Bi have no place in a textbook for the
words mercury and bismuth. Gamma globulin is
much more than twice as potent as convalescent
measles serum.
The use of penicillin in scarlet fever is not

mentioned, though in Denmark this has reduced
hospitalization to ten days and likewise the com-
plications. The clinical diagnosis of pertussis
should be given greater emphasis and the pernasal
swab described. The Waterhouse-Friderichsen
syndrome can sometimes be recognized clinically,
and on occasions the patient may survive with
energetic treatment started without delays. In
introducing the subject of diphtheria, more should
be made of the fact that this is an illness against
which we have really adequate protective measures.
The story of the fall in diphtheria since I94I, when
the Ministry of Health's campaign started is
dramatic and worth describing.

Finally, it is wrong to forbid the: picking up of
babies by their attendants. Small babies need this
type of attention. The suggestion on what to say
to the parents of a child with diphtheria is a practical
and kind idea of the author.

R.C.MacK.
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