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his, first ' emergency ' we would say, buy this book.
It contains all that he wants to know and it is
presented in such a way that it can easily be fol-
lowed. In addition it is most liberally supplied with
excellent photographs, colour photographs and
diagrams. These pictures are so good that the
accompanying text is often unnecessary and in the
early hours of the morning, a time when this book
is most likely to be consulted, this is a great comfort.

Since this work has required the preparation of
so many blocks for the illustrations and because it
must be produced on art paper, it is of necessity ex-
pensive. However five guineas is a most reasonable
figure when one considers the amount of informa-
tion offered and the excellence of its presentation.

S.F.T.

CHANGING DISCIPLINES

By JOHN A. RYLE, M.D. Oxford Medical Publica-
tions. 1948. ist Edition. Pp. 122. Price
12S. 6d.

This is a series of six essays in which Professor
Ryle, with his usual grace and lucidity of style,
defines his attitude towards -the human problems
surrounding the physician. In all they provide a
thoughtful introduction to the aims and ideals of
Social Medicine.
The first essay, based on the Centennial Discourse

given before the New York Academy of Medicine
in 1947, contains a strong plea for the careful study
of the health and sickness of populations as well as
that of the individual. Professor Ryle believes that,
just as individual pathology has'been the basis of
medical progress in the past, so the emergence of a
Social Pathology promises a great harvest of health
in the future.'- In the second essay this theme is
expanded by indicating how the ' social post-
mortem examination,' i.e. the study of mortality
and morbidity statistics, can help to elucidate the
ultimate causes of disease. In the next three essays
Professor Ryle deals with certain biological prob-
lems, such as normal variability, and the vital
medical implications of population trends of today.
There is also an account of the work and aims of the
Institute of Social Medicine at Oxford.
The last essay sums up the author's great interest

in the ' study of man . . . his nature and his needs.'
The ethics of a physician as propounded by
Hippocrates are considered in relation to some of
our own social and medical problems. The dangers
inherent in certain trends of medical thought are
exposed.
This book fulfils three purposes. It serves as an

introduction for the student of Social Medicine, it
Itimulates thought on some of the great problems of
human biology, and it states anew the ideal of the
good physician-in relation to the rapidly changing
world around us.

J.M.N.

ANATOMY

By A. D. LE VAY, M.S., F.R.C.S. The English
Universities Press. 1948. Pp. 299. Price
4s. 6d.
Anatomy is an arid subject compared with other

branches of medicine. To fashion a synoptic work
employing this material is not an enviable task.
The author, by cutting out large amounts of detail
and enhancing with a few points of applied anatomy,
has fashioned a creditable account, and I should
have liked to have seen further additions of applied
anatomy. I feel, too, that the modern tendency of
blending physiology with anatomy could have been
gainfully employed to animate the description and
to interest beginners.

Detailed accounts of bones and joints teaches
little, but explaining why a particular structure is so
placed by a simple mechanical explanation, as the
author so successfully does in this book, adds to
sensible knowledge and facilitates the memorizing
of some of these innumerable facts. Anatomy em-
ploys a particular jargon, heavy to say the least,
which I suppose-cannot be avoided, even in an
introductory book. If anatomy is to appeal to the
general reader muchi,more will have to be done to
transform a vast dry heap of facts to somethirg
easily comprehensible and interesting.

This book, though perhaps rather advranced for
beginners in- physiotherapy and nursing, may be
found useful by medical and other senior students.

TT.1.-

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF
HOMOEOPATHY

By C. E. WHEELER, M.D., and J. DOUGLAS KENYON,
M.B., Ch.B. William Heinemann, Medical
Books Ltd. I948. 3rd Edition. Pp. viii and
371. Price 2IS.
This book is a statement of the theory and

practice of homoeopathy; as such it is a standard
textbook on that subject. Its principles have been
rejected by orthodox medicine for more than a
century, nevertheless its disciples continue to grow
in number.
The materia medica of homoeopathy is dealt

with alphabetically and much of it makes strange
reading to the orthodox physician-how many will
have heard of apis, baptisia, bryonia, chamomilla,
ignatia, lueticum, medorrhinum or thuja.?

S.O.

MODERN TRENDS IN DERMATOLOGY

Edited by R. M. B. MAcKENNA, M.A., M.D.
(Camb.), F.R.C.P.(Lond.). Butterworth & Co.
(Publishers) Ltd. 1948. Pp. 432 and xiv.
Price 42S.
Fifty years ago critics and reviewers were allowed

to say in no uncertain manner what they thought.
In these smooth and sensitive days it is the practice
of the reviewer who wishes to damn to do so with
faint praise; to show mild enthusiasm is to be non-

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.24.275.489-a on 1 S

eptem
ber 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

