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the first 20 pages or so are concerned 'with war
surgery. Chemotherapy, anaesthesia, and the
management of the water and salt balance are dis-
cussed with suitable simplicity. The surgery of the
oesophagus, which in its present form dates back
ortly ten or i 2 years, is particularly well covered,
and that other modern frontier zone, the pancreas,
is dealt with in full surgical detail. The chapters
on abdominal surgery show that even in this area
there is always something new.

This volume is very up-to-date. The chapter
on vagotomy, illustrated by some of Mr. Ian Orr's
diagrams, gives the only detailed account of the
technique of this operation which has yet appeared
in British literature.
The greatest joy of the book is the multiplicity

of its references, and if the volume itself is regarded,
as it well may be, as a synopsis of advanced surgical
thought and practice, the references are a guide to
a complete surgical education. More than go per
cent. of them are to papers written since I940, and
a substantial number date back only to I947.
The post-graduate student and the practising

surgeon will not elsewhere find so available a clear
and balanced account of the advancing edge of
modern surgical science.

I.A.

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT. SYMPTOMS-
DIAGNOSIS-TREATMENT

By GEORGE D. WOLF, M.D. J. B. Lippincott
Company. I948. PP. 523. Price 6os. net.
This book by a well known American ear, nose

and throat surgeon was written primarily for general
practitioners' use. It is beautifully illustrated and
remarkably concise. There is also an adequate
bibliography on all subjects. It is presented rather
from the clinical aspect which makes it easier for
clinical reference. The book stresses the medical
treatment a little more than the surgical; which
from the practitioner's point of view is possibly a
good thing. There is much in this book also which
is of great interest to those practising ear, nose and
throat surgery. Infections of the upper respiratory
tract are well discussed and the various methods
employed in their treatment including modem
chemotherapy. Little reference appears to have
been made, however, in the otological section to
work done in this country though the most modem
aspect of treatment for otosclerosis is given in some
detail. The distressing complaint of tinnitus has a
good chapter of adequate guidance to the prac-
titioner. There is a short chapter on rhinoplasty
also of interest, and the book ends with an excellent
chapter on allergy in relation to ear, nose and throat
conditions.
*The type is, clear, the paper smooth, the whole

text is set up in a pleasing manner, and this book is
to be recommended both for practitioners and
those engaged in 'the work of ear, nose and throat
surgery. The I49 illustrations include 25 in colour.

E.R.G.P.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASESI
By DAVID SCHERP, M.D., F.A.C.P., and LINN J.
BOYD, M.D-, F.A.C.P. William Heinemann,
Medical Books Ltd. 1948. 2nd Edition. Pp.
743. Price 63s.
This book, which has been in existence for nearly

ten years, is now firmly established as one of the
standard textbooks of clinical cardiology. This
second edition has been completely re-written.
There is very little with which to find fault with

this orthodox and sound presentation of the subject.
However, the authors still cling to cardiac per-
cussion as a valuable means of learning the size and
shape of the heart at the bedside. They do not
make it clear that if a heart can be percussed, it will
have already been seen or felt, or both. Their
statement that percussion should be perfqrxmed
whenever possible with a patient standing obviously
limits the usefulness of the method.

In the section on auscultation the physiological
third sound receives the attention it deserves
nowadays. The new section on rheumatic fever is
up to date and expanded. Very rightly, conduction
of aortic systolic murmurs down to the apex is
emphasized and illustrated. We were glad to see
that the authors consider the much discussed Austin
Flint murmur is rare, as is also mitral regurgitation
of rheumatic origin without any evidence of stenosis
of that valve. Their statement that mitral regurgita-
tion should be diagnosed only if the left auricle or
left ventricle is enlarged, will prevent many
erroneous diagnoses and cause much heart search-
ing. Their account of gallop rhythm is clear and
adequate and the chapter on anginal pain and its
differential diagnosis is especially valuable to the
clinician. The' therapeutic section is up to date and
their full account of digitalis will be welcome.

This is a book to be thoroughly recommended to
all interested in the study and practice of cardiology.

S.O.

EMERGENCY SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. John
Wright and Sons, Ltd. I948. 6th Edition, in
five parts about I ,ooo pages. Parts I and II
Illustrated in colour. Price 2IS. per part.
'Emergency Surgery ' has for almost 20 yzars

been the Bible for most R.S.O.s and of those
surgeons suddenly called upon to carry out an
urgent operation in some part of the body with
which they are not intimately acquainted. Post-
war restrictions and the strangle hold of govern-
ment regulations have made the production of
medical books a most hazardous affair just at a time
when they are most needed in greater quantity
than ever before. Not to be thwarted by these
obstacles, Hamilton Bailey has arranged far his
well-known book to appear in five paper bound
parts and the first two of these have already been
printed, with even more illustrations than in
previous editions.
To the young surgeon about to embark on his
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his, first ' emergency ' we would say, buy this book.
It contains all that he wants to know and it is
presented in such a way that it can easily be fol-
lowed. In addition it is most liberally supplied with
excellent photographs, colour photographs and
diagrams. These pictures are so good that the
accompanying text is often unnecessary and in the
early hours of the morning, a time when this book
is most likely to be consulted, this is a great comfort.

Since this work has required the preparation of
so many blocks for the illustrations and because it
must be produced on art paper, it is of necessity ex-
pensive. However five guineas is a most reasonable
figure when one considers the amount of informa-
tion offered and the excellence of its presentation.

S.F.T.

CHANGING DISCIPLINES

By JOHN A. RYLE, M.D. Oxford Medical Publica-
tions. 1948. ist Edition. Pp. 122. Price
12S. 6d.

This is a series of six essays in which Professor
Ryle, with his usual grace and lucidity of style,
defines his attitude towards -the human problems
surrounding the physician. In all they provide a
thoughtful introduction to the aims and ideals of
Social Medicine.
The first essay, based on the Centennial Discourse

given before the New York Academy of Medicine
in 1947, contains a strong plea for the careful study
of the health and sickness of populations as well as
that of the individual. Professor Ryle believes that,
just as individual pathology has'been the basis of
medical progress in the past, so the emergence of a
Social Pathology promises a great harvest of health
in the future.'- In the second essay this theme is
expanded by indicating how the ' social post-
mortem examination,' i.e. the study of mortality
and morbidity statistics, can help to elucidate the
ultimate causes of disease. In the next three essays
Professor Ryle deals with certain biological prob-
lems, such as normal variability, and the vital
medical implications of population trends of today.
There is also an account of the work and aims of the
Institute of Social Medicine at Oxford.
The last essay sums up the author's great interest

in the ' study of man . . . his nature and his needs.'
The ethics of a physician as propounded by
Hippocrates are considered in relation to some of
our own social and medical problems. The dangers
inherent in certain trends of medical thought are
exposed.
This book fulfils three purposes. It serves as an

introduction for the student of Social Medicine, it
Itimulates thought on some of the great problems of
human biology, and it states anew the ideal of the
good physician-in relation to the rapidly changing
world around us.

J.M.N.

ANATOMY

By A. D. LE VAY, M.S., F.R.C.S. The English
Universities Press. 1948. Pp. 299. Price
4s. 6d.
Anatomy is an arid subject compared with other

branches of medicine. To fashion a synoptic work
employing this material is not an enviable task.
The author, by cutting out large amounts of detail
and enhancing with a few points of applied anatomy,
has fashioned a creditable account, and I should
have liked to have seen further additions of applied
anatomy. I feel, too, that the modern tendency of
blending physiology with anatomy could have been
gainfully employed to animate the description and
to interest beginners.

Detailed accounts of bones and joints teaches
little, but explaining why a particular structure is so
placed by a simple mechanical explanation, as the
author so successfully does in this book, adds to
sensible knowledge and facilitates the memorizing
of some of these innumerable facts. Anatomy em-
ploys a particular jargon, heavy to say the least,
which I suppose-cannot be avoided, even in an
introductory book. If anatomy is to appeal to the
general reader muchi,more will have to be done to
transform a vast dry heap of facts to somethirg
easily comprehensible and interesting.

This book, though perhaps rather advranced for
beginners in- physiotherapy and nursing, may be
found useful by medical and other senior students.

TT.1.-

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF
HOMOEOPATHY

By C. E. WHEELER, M.D., and J. DOUGLAS KENYON,
M.B., Ch.B. William Heinemann, Medical
Books Ltd. I948. 3rd Edition. Pp. viii and
371. Price 2IS.
This book is a statement of the theory and

practice of homoeopathy; as such it is a standard
textbook on that subject. Its principles have been
rejected by orthodox medicine for more than a
century, nevertheless its disciples continue to grow
in number.
The materia medica of homoeopathy is dealt

with alphabetically and much of it makes strange
reading to the orthodox physician-how many will
have heard of apis, baptisia, bryonia, chamomilla,
ignatia, lueticum, medorrhinum or thuja.?

S.O.

MODERN TRENDS IN DERMATOLOGY

Edited by R. M. B. MAcKENNA, M.A., M.D.
(Camb.), F.R.C.P.(Lond.). Butterworth & Co.
(Publishers) Ltd. 1948. Pp. 432 and xiv.
Price 42S.
Fifty years ago critics and reviewers were allowed

to say in no uncertain manner what they thought.
In these smooth and sensitive days it is the practice
of the reviewer who wishes to damn to do so with
faint praise; to show mild enthusiasm is to be non-
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