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Delay in the Sun
We left the Northolt airport at breakfast time

and so swift is the ' Viking's' flight southwards
that we took lunch in Madrid, although it is true
that the Spaniard does not take his mid-day meal
until three or half-past. The Spanish capital is
only five hours' flying time from London.
Most people have their preconceived ideas

about Spain and first thoughts are usually of the
sunshine, brilliant colours and the bull fight; for
the gastronome, visions of Arroz a la Valenciana
and real Tio Pepe and Manzanilla. How delightful
then to visit a country so long inaccessible to the
ordinary traveller and see the actual state of affairs.

It was cloudy in England when we left with
occasional chilly showers of rain, so that the con-
trast of brilliant sunshine at the Madrid airport
was almost overpowering. Sun glasses were a great
comfort from the glare as we drove along the white
dusty road into the capital. It was a little after
one o'clock and few people were about. It has
been well said that when one crosses the Pyrenees
one is no longer in Europe and it was soon apparent
that here was a country totally different from any-
where else we had so far visited. There are two
classes of people in Spain, the rich and the poor
and yet despite this almost feudal arrangement a
very real democratic feeling exists. In the country
the farmer sits down to eat with all his men whilst
in the town the poorest servant will pass the time
of day with a duchess as a commonplace. It is
difficult to describe in words the strange mixture of
autocracy and democracy, but it is typical of this
country where everyone enjoys living. The
Spaniard's sense of humour is magnificent and he
somehow contrives to enjoy every minute of his
day.

We visited the University City on a hill over-
looking Madrid, the site of such bitter fighting a
few years ago and still showing some of the scars
of war. Practically every building was demolished
and has already been rebuilt to exactly the same
plans as before. The only difference is that now a
large portrait of Franco, in uniform, hangs in some
prominent position in each of the faculties. The
University Hospital is not yet completed, but the
medical school buildings are already in full use.

Spain has always had a large army, today the
defence forces with security and police corps are
greater than ever before, swallowing up the lion's
share of the country's revenue. As a result public
services are poor and often non-existent, the very
antithesis of the social services one sees in Scandi-
navia. Hospitals are badly equipped, have few
nurses and seem to be maintained entirely by the
enthusiasm and devotion of the doctors who serve
them. Private practice commands higher fees
than those to which we are accustomed and there
are three grades of nursing home according to what
the patient can afford. The most expensive type
of clinic can give points to a Hollywood producer's
conception of the modern hospital. The patient
has a beautifully appointed private suite of rooms
with fine furniture and every comfort. The fees
paid by patients in such places enable their medi-
cal attendants to pay from their own pockets for
many of the necessities required in the municipal
hospitals. Most of the latter are overcrowded,
obsolete and quite unfitted to cope with the work
demanded of them. Despite all this, excellent
research goes on and valuable contributions are
made to medical knowledge.
We left Madrid and travelled south to Seville for

the annual fair. The rich Andalusian country
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offers fine soil for farming and once a year every-
one comes to town and enjoys himself. Each day
for a week the men in their national costume-so
strongly reminiscent of their descendants the
cowboys-ride round the fair grounds on well-
groomed horses. The girls wear their lovely
costumes and sit up behind the men, their skirts
spread out like fans. Manzanilla flows incessantly
and at night the casetas are loud with guitar music
ard flamenco.
There is no space to discuss the thrills of the

bull fight or pelota, but the Spanish are still a
strong and virile race and one wonders how they
can have lost almost all of their huge overseas
possessions. No doubt their infinite capacity for
procrastination is at the root of it.
Spain needs so many of those things that we

must export, and can offer in return foodstuffs
such as olive oil, that we can only hope that the
impasse in our diplomatic relations will soon be
overcome. The recent lifting of the ban on British
travellers taking currency to Spain gives promise of
better relationships in the future and let us hope
that we shall see more of these neighbours of ours
so that we may know and understand them bettcr.

Artificial Limbs
One change under the National Health Service

Act which has caused considerable misgiving
among general and orthopaedic surgeons has been
the new arrangement for the supply of artificial
limbs. The Ministry of Health obviously wish the
Ministry of Pensions to supply all prostheses and,
although they leave a loophole through wbich a
patient may reach a private firm, it is a small one
indeed and can only lead to a Government mono-
poly. Surgeons might welcome this if they were
fully assured that the Ministry's limbs were already
superior to those of other makers. There is little
doubt, however, that the general esteem in which
at least one large firm of limb-makers is held
exceeds that for the single firm which enjoys the
wide benefits of official patronage.
The Ministry of Health also proposes that all

cases of planned amputation should be referred to
special centres and that such amputations should

be performed, whenever possible, by Ministry
surgeons. Apparantly the main argument which
prompts this direction is that many amputations
performed outside Ministry centres are imperfect.
There is an implication here that the technique and
benefits of ' official ' amputations are almost
beyond comparison. This again is a matter for
argument. It is well known, for instance, that
Roehampton has frowned heavily on Syme's and
modified Syme's, amputations, despite the
successes claimed not only by progressive Cana-
dian centres, but also by a number of very com-
petent British surgeons, led formerly by Elmslie.

The argument that a moderate standard of
surgical attainment demands the establishment of
special centres is one which must be. resisted,
otherwise there may be no limit to this centralizing
trend, with national institutions for all operations
which are known on occasion to be unfortunate,
such as gastrectomy, herniotomy and even
circumcision.

From the point of view of teaching, the per-
formance of special operations by a few selected
surgeons can be a great disadvantage. During
the last war, for instance, many surgeons were
afraid to cover open wounds of bone and muscle
with a protective layer of skin on account of the
aura which had developed round the heads of a
few eminent plastic surgeons. It would be tragic
if the next war should find this country with a
race of junior surgeons who had no operative
experience of amputations apart from a few
hurried cases of severe injury. It is also undesir-
able that a 'patient who may have been under
careful observation for a number of years should
at last be whisked out of sight for an operation
which, after all, could be regarded as only one
phase of his general care.

Professor H. J. Seddon has voiced the general
sense of disquiet in an excellent letter to The
Times, in which he made it clear that the recom-
mendations of an earlier Committee, investigating
amputations were being overridden by the new
proposals. No one could read his letter without
being made aware of the need for vigilance when
questions of high medical and surgical policy are
being decided under the new order..
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