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the tubes and ovaries ? No reference to the histology
of Bartholin's vestibular glands could be found.

Placental infarcts are attributed to foetal en-
darteritis, which is quite untrue for the common
intervillous deposits of fibrin. (The trophoblast
will survive cessation of the foetal circulation as it is
bathed in maternal blood.) Even on a purely
anatomical point the reviewer dares a question:
Does Hilton's line mark the upper limit of the
proctodaeum, which is usually stated to be at the
level of the free edges of the valves of Morgagni ?

If the purchaser wishes to secure a textbook of
formal and orthodox anatomy of the pelvic organs
this can be recommended. The lavishly coloured
illustrations are a most attractive feature, and ex-
cellent chapters on histology are included, with
some good photomicrographs. Another very useful
feature is the bibliography. Many a post graduate
student will be glad of this book, as it will restate
the facts of formal anatomy freshly, the chapters
being arranged on a different and more interesting
plan than those of the usual anatomical textbook.
It is only of the 'applied anatomy' that we are
critical, and even there we have perhaps over-
stressed minor points of disagreement with the
authors.

S.G.C.

THE APPENDIX

By R. J. MCNEILL LOVE, M.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S.
H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. I947. PP. I86. Price
I2s. 6d.
This admirable little book is in the nature of a

practical manual rather than a monograph and is
based on the author's wide experience of over 5,000
appendicectomies. It opens with an interesting
historical survey and a full description of the
anatomy follows. The thorny problem of the
aetiology of appendicitis is dealt with quite briefly
and no fresh hypotheses are put forward. Differ-
ential diagnosis is simply and clearly presented with
good illustrations and the question as to whether
conservative treatment should find a place in this
disease is answered in the affirmative. The treat-
ment of the appendix mass, a subject upon which
Mr. Love is already a recognized authority, should
be read by all surgeons who undertake the treatment
of patients with abdominal disease. The latter half
of the book presents a good account of appendicec-
tomy and the complications which may follow it
and a very pleasing aspect of this work, is that the
author inserts a number of case histories in order to
adumbrate those points which he considers
important.
There are a number of printer's errors in the text

and H. W. S. Wright appears to have been confused
with the physiologist on page 29. No doubt these
errors will be corrected in a future edition and this
is a book which should be placed in the hands of all
young surgeons, indeed no surgeon could read it
without deriving both pleasure and profit therefrom.

S.F.T.

THE NATURE OF DISEASE INSTITUTE
First Annual Report, by J. E. R. MCDONAGH,

F.R.C.S. William Heinemann, Medical Books,
Ltd. London. 1948. Pp. I74. Price 2Is. net.
Sir William Osler once said that knowledge is the

oil that is squeezed out when one mind rubs another.
Very few, if any, important advances in knowledge
have been made by entirely solitary workers.
Mr. McDonagh has endeavoured to join this select
band. This report of his research makes many
statements unsupported by any authority other than
himself. Mr. McDonagh has some original ideas
that might possibly prove of value, but he fails to
convince the reviewer that he has established a single
new fact. He considers that 'food of »inferior
quality is the most important cause of disease ' and
goes on to say that this is ' a fact which has been
established beyond doubt by medical investigators
throughout the world.' This esoteric work is full of
diagrams which are clear only tc the initiated. If
Mr. McDonagh wants to make more converts to his
theories he must explain just what these diagrams
are intended to show. He will not get them by being
vindictive-' the other journals closed their col-
umns to me because the unitary theory of disease is
not acceptable to the medical hierarchy; because
this kind of work is not considered research by the
Research Councils . .'

B.L.

PARAVERTEBRAL BLOCK

By FELIX MANDL, M.D., F.I.C.S. William
Heinemann Medical Books Ltd. 1948. Pp.
xvii + 330. Price 32s.
This book by Felix Mandl was intended to

appear ten years ago but the author had to leave
Germany and. lost a great many of his records
thereby. It is prefaced with a foreword by Max
Thorex, who pays tribute to the author's 25 years
of experience and investigation in the use of para-
vertebral block for the relief of pain. The book,
in fact, deals almost exclusively with the relief of
painful disorders in both trunk and limbs by the
injection of local analgesics and alcohol into various
parts of the sympathetic nervous system.
The technique of paravertebral injections by the

various methods which have been evolved by Kappis,
Mandl, Labat, Fervers and, more recently, J. C.
White, are all described in detail, and the reader is
left to decide for himself which route will serve
most satisfactorily in his hands. Mandl has used
this form of sympathetic block for many more
purposes than are usually considered helpful in this
country and it makes extremely interesting reading
when he describes cases of gall bladder disease, renal
colic, anuria and gastric crises all attacked by this
technique. On the subject of angina pectoris he
enters on more familiar ground although few would
agree with his optimisticviews on the value of total
thyroidectomy in cardiac disease. Paravertebral
block has a real place in the treatment of angina
pectoris and it is likely that it will become a more
popular procedure in the future.
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Disorders of the extremities are also dealt with,
peripheral vascular disease receiving the greatest
attention. Phantom limb and causalgia have also
been treated by interrupting the sympathetic fibres
to the limb but in these conditions results have not
been consistently satisfactory, a fact observed by
most workers and attributed to the large psycho-
logical element in this type of pain. This book,
which has the sub-title Minor Sympathetic Sur-
gery, is most stimulating to read, it is well docu-
mented with most complete lists of references to
current literature but the printing and illustrations
are not of the usual excellence which characterizes
publications from the United States.

R.M.T.

A TEXTBOOK OF MIDWIFERY

By R. W. JOHNSTONE, C.B.E., M.A., M.D.,
F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.O.G. A. and C. Black. 1948.
13th Edition. Pp. 570. Price 30s.
This edition has been thoroughly revised, but

retains the essential and excellent qualities of its
predecessors. The text is plainly readable; and
the illustrations, particularly the coloured plates,
are uniformly good. The following criticisms are
directed entirely to matters of detail, perhaps of
opinion.

In the section on analgesia pethidine and trilene
are not mentioned, and even more surprisingly
there is no reference to nitrous oxide. Few will
endorse the recommendation of 'twilight sleep,'
and this section certainly does not reflect southern
opinion and practice.

In the description of manual rotation of a per-
sistent occipito-posterior there is no mention of
the fact that it is often possible to rotate the head
without pushing it up above the brim, and if
rotation is to be attempted with the forceps then
Kielland's instrument should surely be discussed.

Plugging is recommended for both postpartum
and accidental haemorrhage. There is danger in
such teaching in a student's textbook, for if plugging
is generally used the increased risk of sepsis will
outweigh any advantage in the control of bleeding.
The reviewer would not accept the opinion that
external version is not possible if the foetal legs are
extended.
As a whole the book is orthodox, full of sound

advice clearly presented, and nowhere better than
in the section on contracted pelvis, where a simple
classification evades the difficulties in which Cald-
well and Moloy's terminology has involved the
student reader. The present revision has included
much of the recent work of Barcroft, Sheehan,
Barclay and others. This textbook can be recom-
mended with confidence to any student.

S.G.C.

AIDS TO GYNAECOLOGICAL NURSING

By HILDA M. GRATION, S.R.N., S.C.M., D.N.
Baillitre, Tindall and Cox. 1948. 4th Edition.
Pp. 96. Price 5s.
This is an excellent book containing far more

than its small size would suggest. Not only is it
entirely suitable for its primary purpose as 'a
complete textbook for the nurse,' but it would be
useful to those doctors who have to lecture to
nurses, as lecturers are so often in doubt about the
proper material to include in a short course of
lectures.

S.G.C.

CHILDREN'S EYE NURSING

By JAMES HAMILTON DOGGART, M.A., M.D.
(Cantab), F.R.C.S. (Eng.) Henry Kimpton.
1948. Pp. I44. Price 8s. 6d.
Few will dispute that the nurse's gentleness,

and her understanding of the subject contribute
very directly to the results of ophthalmic surgery.
Those who are born with gentle fingers will profit
from the knowledge gained by reading this little
book.
Of course it is difficult to give an elementary

account of a subject which is obscured by a vocab-
ulary of its own, and much of which can only be
approached with the aid of special instruments.
In this connection, it is good to hear Mr. Doggart
encouraging the nurse to make her work more
intelligible and interesting by learning how to use
the ophthalmoscope.
The book is easy to read and there is little to

criticize in the subject matter which, while it
follows accepted teaching, is enriched by much
practical realistic advice.

R.P.C.

THE NATURE OF DISEASE INSTITUTE

First Annual Report, by J. E. R. MCDONAGH,
F.R.C.S. William Heinemann, Medical Books,
Ltd. London. 1948. Pp. I74. Price zIs. net.
Sir William Osler once said that knowledge is the

oil that is squeezed out when one mind rubs
another. Very few, if any, important advances in
knowledge have been made by entirely solitary
workers. Mr. McDonagh has endeavoured to join
this select band. This report of his research makes
many statements unsupported by any authority
other than himself. Mr. McDonagh has some
original ideas that might possibly prove of value,
but he fails to convince the reviewer that he has
established a single new fact. He considers that
'food of inferior quality is the most important
cause of disease ' and goes on to say that this is ' a
fact which has been established beyond doubt by
medical investigators throughout the world.' This
esoteric work is full of diagrams which are clear
only to the initiated. If Mr. McDonagh wants to
make more converts to his theories he must explain
just what these diagrams are intended to show. He
will not get them by being vindictive-' the other
journals closed their columns to me because the
unitary theory of disease is not acceptable to the
medical hierarchy; because this kind of work is not
considered research by the Research Councils . . .'

B.L.

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.24.273.376-b on 1 July 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

