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BOOK REVIEWS
MEDICAL EDUCATION

By Ffrangcon Roberts, M.D. H. K. Lewis & Co.
Ltd. London. 1948. Pp. xv and 172. Demy
8vo. Price I2s. 6d.

The need for clear thinking and for ruthless
proclamation of the truth in regard to the training
and general upbringing of the future doctors of
this country has never been so great as it is today.
After studying this admirable volume we cannot
exaggerate the debt which all teachers of medicine
owe, in our estimation, to Dr. Ffrangcon Roberts
for a presentation of the subject which is as
courageous in method as it is attractive in style.
Seldom have we read a book which has impressed
us so much by the lucidity of its statements, by its
logical and consecutive reasoning, and by the beauty
of literary style which characterize this volume.
The author, who can evidently read with con-
siderable accuracy the minds of his contemporaries,
and whose criticisms are as just as they are
trenchant, has given us a valuable lesson in the
cultivation of a sense of proportion, as well as a
clear account of the true meaning of science and
art as applied to medicine. His book covers
practically every aspect of the subject and displays
a knowledge of the essence of many branches of
medicine both clinical and pre-clinical which is
likely to put many a specialist to shame. There is
no class of teacher and no branch of the medical
curriculum that has not come under his criticism,
which, unlike that of so many who have written on
this subject, is never merely destructive, but offers
sane, practical, and helpful suggestions as to the
way in which improvement should be sought. The
work is obviously the fruit of deep thought and
critical study by one who has the outlook of the
true philosopher combined with the experience of
the craftsman. Space forbids us to quote in much
detail, but the following passage is typical of the
spirit in which the whole book is written and which
we would fain see reflected in the teaching of those
who hold the reins of medical government and are
responsible for the education not only of our
students in the teaching hospitals but of our young
post graduates entering upon those momentous
duties which mean so much to the lives and
happiness of their fellow men.

' The philosophic outlook by which is meant the
detached and critical attitude and the exercise of
common sense, is needed just as much in general
practice as in the laboratory. It is in fact an
attribute sometimes more conspicuous in general
practitioners than in research workers, for it is
learnt more easily from contact with life than from
academic seclusion.'
This is a book which should be read by every

man and woman in the profession and by all pre-

clinical teachers. It is an outstanding work and we
cordially wish it the success which, in our view, it
richly deserves.

M.D.

GYNAECOLOGICAL AND OBSTETRICAL
ANATOMY

By C. F. V. Smout, M.D., M.R.C.S., and F.
Jacoby, M.D., Ph.D. 2nd Edition. Edward
Arnold and Co. I948. Pp. 248. Price 40s.
The preface to this book states ' In the opening

chapters of most textbooks of obstetrics and
gynaecology . . . it will be seen that the author,
often not too happily, devotes himself to a general
description of the anatomy and physiology of the
parts under discussion. This section of the book is
usually the least satisfactory, for it is the one part
upon which the author cannot always bring to bear
the fruits of first hand knowledge.'
The justice of these hard words may be

questioned, but in any case they rebound on the
authors of this book, for in addition to their expert
description of the formal anatomy of the pelvic
organs they have ventured to discuss some of the
practical applications of such knowledge, and' these
sections of the book are the least satisfactory.' This
criticism is sustained by the following observations.

Obstetricians do not measure the antero-posterior
diameter of the pelvic outlet from the lower end of
the coccyx, but from the end of the sacrum. Varia-
tions of the sacral hiatus are illustrated, but more
details would help the caudal anaesthetist. The
description of episiotomy pays no regard to Flew's
excellent modification of this small operation. The
statement that there are no vessels of size in the mid-
line of the uterus will not be supported by the
Caesarean operator.
The description of the visceral pelvic fascia and

ligaments is that of the formal anatomist, and not
really helpful to the operator, in spite of a reference
to the work of Curtis and his colleagues, who have
superbly illustrated the various structures. Are the
pubo-vesical ligaments (p. 66) and the pubo-
cervical (p. 148) ligaments identical ? The text is
not clear on the point. In discussing the aetiology
of prolapse, gravity is not mentioned and an
exaggerated part attributed to increased intra-
abdominal pressure. The elongation of the supra-
vaginal cervix is a stretching, rather than a ' hyper-
trophy,' though admittedly this term is sanctioned
by custom. Those who perform Wertheim's opera-
tion will know how often the uterine artery springs
from the vessel that is continued as the obliterated
umbilical artery, and though this is mentioned in the
text, Figs. 50 and o02 may perhaps give a wrong
impression ; the various vessels arise close together
from the hypogastric artery. In Fig. 136 where are
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