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eminent people of the past with a view to discovering
whether their genius was revealed at an early age.
Secondly, a 25 year study at Stamford University,
California, along the lines of the early identification
(at school) of intellectually gifted individuals,
quantitative measure of their mental and physical
traits, and then following up their careers through
life. Thirteen hundred cases are dealt with and the
survey brought up to 1947.
The results are interesting, often expected, but

sometimes notably unexpected. And in the end the
author admits that there is no hint of a solution of
the obvious problem as to why genius and real
eminence are so imperfectly correlated.

A.H.B.

THE DOCTOR AND THE DIFFICULT CHILD
By WILLIAM MOODIE, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.M.

Physician in Charge of the Department for
Psychological Diseases, University College
Hospital, London, England; Medical Director
London Child Guidance Training Centre.
Pp. 231. 1947. New York. The Common-
wealth Fund: Oxford University Press, London.
Price Ius. 6d.
This book is divided into three parts: the first

deals in a general but highly practical way with the
investigation and treatment of behaviour disorders,
the second with the commoner types of behaviour
disorder, and the third, a short section, with the
uses of play and drawing in treatment and with the
constitution of a child guidance clinic. It is through-
out a manual of practice with a minimum of theor-
izing and of hypothetical interpretation-' The
degree to which interpretation is pushed varies
widely with individual opinion, but it seems clear
that the extreme degree of interpretation sometimes
advocated is not only unnecessary but inadvisable.'
Doctors and parents who have found out that child-
ren are often unhappy and perverse, but who cannot
easily swallow the notion that they are perverted,
will find here an approach af er their own hearts-
sensible and balanced. Without making it all seem
too easy, indeed the time, patience and objectivity
required for dealing with the parents and children
are strongly emphasized, Dr. Moodie avoids even
hinting that there is a dark mystery about Child
Psychiatry which can only be penetrated by those
with second sight.
The book is extremely readable and well-pro-

duced; the addition of an index might add a little
to its value.

P.M.

MODERN PLASTIC SURGICAL
PROSTHETICS

By ADOLPH M. BROWN, M.A., M.D. William
Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd. I947. PP. xiv
and 293. 35s. net.

This book should be read by those of us res-
ponsible for the care of the disfigured. Much
individual work is proceeding and this book may

save by its guidance, much effort and time, as the
author is well experienced in the many problems
which confront us. Most of the technical details
concerning preparations of moulds etc. should be
known to the dental workshops in which in this
country such work tends to be done.
The drawbacks of acrylic type prostheses are

pointed out and it -would seem that the author's
experience in Latex has much to justify its extended
use in this country. Its flexibility as opposed to the
rigid prostheses of plastic materials is stressed.
The author gives some helpful hints with regard to
colour aids and it would seem that Latex provides
an easier medium to hold colour. He stresses the
importance of the colour coming from within the
substance of the prosthesis as in normal skin.

His references to surgical implants of a plastic
chemical nature are of interest and known to all
who are interested in this work. The reviewer
feels that he may be just a little too optimistic con-
cerning them and perhaps a little too discrediting
of autogenous or homologous substances.
The book is amply supplied with illustrations

and many of them testify to the good work done.
It is unfortunate that the illustrations are grouped
at the end of the book. They would be more
appreciated were they related to the text of the book.

E.E.L.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DISEASE
By J. A. RYLE, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. 2nd

Edition. Geoffrey Cumberlege. Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1948. Price 22S. 6d.
All those familiar with Professor Ryle's teaching

will welcome the second edition of the ' Natural
History of Disease.' This includes three new
chapters on Prognosis, Nosophobia and the Social
Pathology of Rheumatic Fever. These are notable
additions, and whereas the article on Prognosis per-
haps illustrates most faithfully the humanity,
wisdom and scientific discipline to which all good
doctors should aspire, that on the Social Pathology
of Rheumatic Fever is an indication of the new
approach to disease upon which Professor Ryle is at
present engaged. There are also a number of
minor alterations concerning treatment.
Many aspects of the medical art as it is en-

countered by the practising physician, whether in
general or consulting work, are discussed. These
articles are discursive-philosophical, historical,
clinical. Whether one reads the chapter on the
Natural History of Duodenal Ulcer, on John
Hunter's Cardiac Infarct or Myxoedema and other
manifestations of Thyroid Deficiency, one is im,
pressed by the author's logical exposition, clarity
of expression, balanced outlook and acute powers of
observation. They illustrate a method of approach
to medicine that brings its reward through the
variety of it3 interests. The effect is to stimulate,
to provide a broader background than the text-
book or the coldly scientific article, and to counter-

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.24.272.331-b on 1 June 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


332 POST GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL June 1948

act the narrow specialized outlook of modem
medicine.

In times of change such as the present a book of
this kind is of special importance because it con-
tains so much of what is best in the tradition of
medicine and because of its humanity. It is just
these things that we must struggle to preserve under
the new conditions in which medicine will be
practised in the future.
As Professor Ryle recognizes in his preface,

there are in this book passages, particularly as
regards treatment, that are already dated, but the
book as a whole contains so much of the essence of
medicine that it will never be out of date. It
should be bought by every medical student and
every post-graduate preparing for the branch of
medical practice that he ill make his life's work-
bought and not borrowed-because it is a book to
read more than once, and one that will give fresh
pleasure with each reading.

R.S.B.P.

SIR FREDERICK BANTING

By LLOYD STEVENSON, M.D. Pp. 446. William
Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd. 1947. 25s.
net.

Dr. Lloyd Stevenson has given in this book a full
and absorbing account of Banting, the whole man, and
not just the discoverer of insulin. At first the style,
often rather florid, tends to distract from the theme,
but it is a tribute to the author's skill in building
up the whole structure that the earlier irritation
soon wears off, and the sweep of the narrative
carries one's interest along to the end.
There emerges a portrait of the whole man and

for all the detail given, he remains still something of
an enigma. Strength of character, energy, both
physical and mental, and a fervent desire to see the
consummation of the work in the relief of the
sufferings of the diabetic, drove him on to achieve,

with his collaborator, C. H. Best, the successful
isolation and use of insulin; the achievement
which brought for him immediate and lasting
renown and later, appointment as Professor of
Medical Research at the new Banting Institute,
Toronto.

Yet he had had no training in scientific method
or research, his early interest during and after the
first world war having been devoted to surgery.
He was that comparative rarity, the worker who
lights almost by chance on a single problem, suc-
cessfully solves it and thereby achieves a major step
forward in the progress of Medicine. Inevitably
the magnitude of his first achievement overshadows
anything he accomplished afterwards. -His chief
contribution to is to be found later in his ability to
direct, co-ordinate and inspire the researches of
others. In this he was conspicuous for an almost
Churchillian ability to see the wood in spite of the
trees, to use his. robust commonsense to find a clear
way through a tangle of technical details and com-
plexities. At the time of his death in I94I in a
flying accident, he was with characteristic vigour
directing researches in Canada into the problems
of Aviation Medicine.
He was a man of many interests, one of the chief

of which was painting, an art in which he showed
as an amateur more than average ability. But the
total impression is of a personality, on the whole
solemn rather than gay; hard working and of vast
commonsense rather than brilliant; in many ways
a moody and difficult man, yet one with many
friends. Apart from the greatness of his discovery,
he was not a great scientist or great doctor in the
accepted sense of the terms. But, insulin apart, he
did much work of lasting importance and, as the
author ably shows, inspired and aided the researches
of many younger men, thereby consolidating the
position in the annals of Medicine which the dis-
covery of insulin had already ensured. And as he
himself would have liked it said, this is a portrait
of a great citizen of Canada.

A.H.B.

GOLD MEDAL, International Congress of Medicine, 1913

0 Solutions supplied in Ampoules,.
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