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BOOK REVIEWS
CHRONIC STRUCTURAL LOW BACKACHE

DUE TO LOW BACK STRUCTURAL
DERANGEMENT

By R. A. ROBERTS, B.Sc., M.B., CH.B., D.M.R.E.
H. K. Lewis & Co. London. 1947. PP. 'iii
and 105. Figures 137 on 46 plates. Crown
quarto. Price 45s. net.

The anatomical, radiological and clinical aspects
of structural low backache are considered. Seven
clinical groups are described from detailed histories
of 64 patients.
The author considers that an incorrect, or no,

diagnosis is made in many patients with low back-
ache, mainly due to incorrect radiological interpreta-
tion of films of the lumbar spine. He draws atten-
tion to the value of oblique views in the diagnosis of
structural defects. The illustrations, which are
all-important forproof of the author's contentions,
are placed together. They consist of reproductions
of radiographs and tracings of these, which are con-
sidered advisable to interpret the findings.
The last chapter is devoted to the psychiatric

aspect of low backache and the experience of
patients.

This book is definitely controversial. It fulfils a
purpose and therefore should be read by surgeons
and radiologists dealing with patients having low
backache. No one will question the skill of the
author in putting forward his interpretations of
radiographs, even if his arguments are not agreeable.
Doubtless many readers will take exception to
statements such as a March fracture being an
optical illusion.
The references number 87 and are well chosen.

That they are largely from American journals is
inevitable, as British literature on this subject is
limited.

ST.J.D.B.

PATHOLOGICAL HISTOLOGY
By ROBERTSON F. OGILVIE, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Edin.),

F.R.S.E. 3rd Edition. E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd., Edinburgh. 1947. PP. 459. 260 photo-
micrographs in colour. Price 37s. 6d. net.
The excelleince of. the reproductions of coloured

photomicrographs, 26o in number in this third
edition, has established Dr. Ogilvie's book as the
best available in pathological histology. These
vivid illustrations, the nearest yet produced to the
real thing, must surely jog the student's memory of
past experience and, at the same time, help con-
dition him to recognize the picture when he sees it
again under the microscope. The text, lengthy

enough to constitute a textbook in itself, is clear,
orthodox and in places unusually and helpfully
detailed. The subject matter deals chiefly with
elementary and basic pathology, macroscopic as
well as microscopic descriptions being given of the
organs in common diseases; 156 pages of text and
120 figures are devoted to general pathology, 290
pages and 140 figures to special diseases of the
various systems: It is primarily written as an
introduction to the study of morbid histology and
is very useful for revision. The reader who looks
to this book for enlightenment upon a difficult slide
will be disappointed. For example, frequently re-
curring headaches to the diagnostician-diseased
lymph nodes, skin tumours and uterine curettings
are inadequately dealt with. One must repeat, this
book is clearly intended to instruct the innocent
rather than guide the perplexed. Controversial
subjects have on the whole been avoided and older.
concepts perpetuated. Thus, lymphosarcoma is
regarded as a malignant tumour which arises focally
in lymphoid tissue, spreads at first exclusively by
the lymphatics and later by the blood stream to the
lungs, liver, brain and other sites. Apart from no
mention of the spleen this concept puts lympho-
sarcoma outside the group of the malignant
reticuloses.

I suspect that Dr. Ogilvie's favourite organ is the
kidney; his detailed account of cloudy swelling,
fatty degeneration and necrosis as it effects the
different loops and convolutions is superb. Another
remarkably good section is that on carcinoid of the
appendix. The endocrine section is scrappy and
rather muddling on lymphadenoid goitre and
Riedel's struma, but then so is the whole subject.
It is a pity that the term megaloblast is used for
cells derived from both normal and abnormal
haemopoiesis and surely a tactical error to illus-
trate the sternal bone marrow in pernicious anaemia
devoid of megaloblasts. But these are only carping
criticisms; this is a useful and a beautifully
produced book..

I.D.

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO THE
BIOGRAPHY OF GENIUS

By LEWIS M. TERMAN, LL.D., PH.D., Sc.D.
Pp. 24. Hamish Hamilton Medical Books I947.
Is. 6d. net.

This stimulating short paper, Number 4 of
'Occasional Papers on Eugenics,' summarizes the
results of a twofold enquiry into the biography of
genius. Firstly, the only method available hitherto,
by the study of the childhood of three hundred
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eminent people of the past with a view to discovering
whether their genius was revealed at an early age.
Secondly, a 25 year study at Stamford University,
California, along the lines of the early identification
(at school) of intellectually gifted individuals,
quantitative measure of their mental and physical
traits, and then following up their careers through
life. Thirteen hundred cases are dealt with and the
survey brought up to 1947.
The results are interesting, often expected, but

sometimes notably unexpected. And in the end the
author admits that there is no hint of a solution of
the obvious problem as to why genius and real
eminence are so imperfectly correlated.

A.H.B.

THE DOCTOR AND THE DIFFICULT CHILD
By WILLIAM MOODIE, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.M.

Physician in Charge of the Department for
Psychological Diseases, University College
Hospital, London, England; Medical Director
London Child Guidance Training Centre.
Pp. 231. 1947. New York. The Common-
wealth Fund: Oxford University Press, London.
Price Ius. 6d.
This book is divided into three parts: the first

deals in a general but highly practical way with the
investigation and treatment of behaviour disorders,
the second with the commoner types of behaviour
disorder, and the third, a short section, with the
uses of play and drawing in treatment and with the
constitution of a child guidance clinic. It is through-
out a manual of practice with a minimum of theor-
izing and of hypothetical interpretation-' The
degree to which interpretation is pushed varies
widely with individual opinion, but it seems clear
that the extreme degree of interpretation sometimes
advocated is not only unnecessary but inadvisable.'
Doctors and parents who have found out that child-
ren are often unhappy and perverse, but who cannot
easily swallow the notion that they are perverted,
will find here an approach af er their own hearts-
sensible and balanced. Without making it all seem
too easy, indeed the time, patience and objectivity
required for dealing with the parents and children
are strongly emphasized, Dr. Moodie avoids even
hinting that there is a dark mystery about Child
Psychiatry which can only be penetrated by those
with second sight.
The book is extremely readable and well-pro-

duced; the addition of an index might add a little
to its value.

P.M.

MODERN PLASTIC SURGICAL
PROSTHETICS

By ADOLPH M. BROWN, M.A., M.D. William
Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd. I947. PP. xiv
and 293. 35s. net.

This book should be read by those of us res-
ponsible for the care of the disfigured. Much
individual work is proceeding and this book may

save by its guidance, much effort and time, as the
author is well experienced in the many problems
which confront us. Most of the technical details
concerning preparations of moulds etc. should be
known to the dental workshops in which in this
country such work tends to be done.
The drawbacks of acrylic type prostheses are

pointed out and it -would seem that the author's
experience in Latex has much to justify its extended
use in this country. Its flexibility as opposed to the
rigid prostheses of plastic materials is stressed.
The author gives some helpful hints with regard to
colour aids and it would seem that Latex provides
an easier medium to hold colour. He stresses the
importance of the colour coming from within the
substance of the prosthesis as in normal skin.

His references to surgical implants of a plastic
chemical nature are of interest and known to all
who are interested in this work. The reviewer
feels that he may be just a little too optimistic con-
cerning them and perhaps a little too discrediting
of autogenous or homologous substances.
The book is amply supplied with illustrations

and many of them testify to the good work done.
It is unfortunate that the illustrations are grouped
at the end of the book. They would be more
appreciated were they related to the text of the book.

E.E.L.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DISEASE
By J. A. RYLE, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. 2nd

Edition. Geoffrey Cumberlege. Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1948. Price 22S. 6d.
All those familiar with Professor Ryle's teaching

will welcome the second edition of the ' Natural
History of Disease.' This includes three new
chapters on Prognosis, Nosophobia and the Social
Pathology of Rheumatic Fever. These are notable
additions, and whereas the article on Prognosis per-
haps illustrates most faithfully the humanity,
wisdom and scientific discipline to which all good
doctors should aspire, that on the Social Pathology
of Rheumatic Fever is an indication of the new
approach to disease upon which Professor Ryle is at
present engaged. There are also a number of
minor alterations concerning treatment.
Many aspects of the medical art as it is en-

countered by the practising physician, whether in
general or consulting work, are discussed. These
articles are discursive-philosophical, historical,
clinical. Whether one reads the chapter on the
Natural History of Duodenal Ulcer, on John
Hunter's Cardiac Infarct or Myxoedema and other
manifestations of Thyroid Deficiency, one is im,
pressed by the author's logical exposition, clarity
of expression, balanced outlook and acute powers of
observation. They illustrate a method of approach
to medicine that brings its reward through the
variety of it3 interests. The effect is to stimulate,
to provide a broader background than the text-
book or the coldly scientific article, and to counter-
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