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BOOK REVIEWS
CHRONIC STRUCTURAL LOW BACKACHE

DUE TO LOW BACK STRUCTURAL
DERANGEMENT

By R. A. ROBERTS, B.Sc., M.B., CH.B., D.M.R.E.
H. K. Lewis & Co. London. 1947. PP. 'iii
and 105. Figures 137 on 46 plates. Crown
quarto. Price 45s. net.

The anatomical, radiological and clinical aspects
of structural low backache are considered. Seven
clinical groups are described from detailed histories
of 64 patients.
The author considers that an incorrect, or no,

diagnosis is made in many patients with low back-
ache, mainly due to incorrect radiological interpreta-
tion of films of the lumbar spine. He draws atten-
tion to the value of oblique views in the diagnosis of
structural defects. The illustrations, which are
all-important forproof of the author's contentions,
are placed together. They consist of reproductions
of radiographs and tracings of these, which are con-
sidered advisable to interpret the findings.
The last chapter is devoted to the psychiatric

aspect of low backache and the experience of
patients.

This book is definitely controversial. It fulfils a
purpose and therefore should be read by surgeons
and radiologists dealing with patients having low
backache. No one will question the skill of the
author in putting forward his interpretations of
radiographs, even if his arguments are not agreeable.
Doubtless many readers will take exception to
statements such as a March fracture being an
optical illusion.
The references number 87 and are well chosen.

That they are largely from American journals is
inevitable, as British literature on this subject is
limited.

ST.J.D.B.

PATHOLOGICAL HISTOLOGY
By ROBERTSON F. OGILVIE, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Edin.),

F.R.S.E. 3rd Edition. E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd., Edinburgh. 1947. PP. 459. 260 photo-
micrographs in colour. Price 37s. 6d. net.
The excelleince of. the reproductions of coloured

photomicrographs, 26o in number in this third
edition, has established Dr. Ogilvie's book as the
best available in pathological histology. These
vivid illustrations, the nearest yet produced to the
real thing, must surely jog the student's memory of
past experience and, at the same time, help con-
dition him to recognize the picture when he sees it
again under the microscope. The text, lengthy

enough to constitute a textbook in itself, is clear,
orthodox and in places unusually and helpfully
detailed. The subject matter deals chiefly with
elementary and basic pathology, macroscopic as
well as microscopic descriptions being given of the
organs in common diseases; 156 pages of text and
120 figures are devoted to general pathology, 290
pages and 140 figures to special diseases of the
various systems: It is primarily written as an
introduction to the study of morbid histology and
is very useful for revision. The reader who looks
to this book for enlightenment upon a difficult slide
will be disappointed. For example, frequently re-
curring headaches to the diagnostician-diseased
lymph nodes, skin tumours and uterine curettings
are inadequately dealt with. One must repeat, this
book is clearly intended to instruct the innocent
rather than guide the perplexed. Controversial
subjects have on the whole been avoided and older.
concepts perpetuated. Thus, lymphosarcoma is
regarded as a malignant tumour which arises focally
in lymphoid tissue, spreads at first exclusively by
the lymphatics and later by the blood stream to the
lungs, liver, brain and other sites. Apart from no
mention of the spleen this concept puts lympho-
sarcoma outside the group of the malignant
reticuloses.

I suspect that Dr. Ogilvie's favourite organ is the
kidney; his detailed account of cloudy swelling,
fatty degeneration and necrosis as it effects the
different loops and convolutions is superb. Another
remarkably good section is that on carcinoid of the
appendix. The endocrine section is scrappy and
rather muddling on lymphadenoid goitre and
Riedel's struma, but then so is the whole subject.
It is a pity that the term megaloblast is used for
cells derived from both normal and abnormal
haemopoiesis and surely a tactical error to illus-
trate the sternal bone marrow in pernicious anaemia
devoid of megaloblasts. But these are only carping
criticisms; this is a useful and a beautifully
produced book..

I.D.

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO THE
BIOGRAPHY OF GENIUS

By LEWIS M. TERMAN, LL.D., PH.D., Sc.D.
Pp. 24. Hamish Hamilton Medical Books I947.
Is. 6d. net.

This stimulating short paper, Number 4 of
'Occasional Papers on Eugenics,' summarizes the
results of a twofold enquiry into the biography of
genius. Firstly, the only method available hitherto,
by the study of the childhood of three hundred
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