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However, this may be a dangerous book for
practitioners as for example the treatment of
Meni6re's disease on page 412 where the treatment
of histamine desensitization is given in such a way
that in the histamine sensitive subject it would
precipitate attacks. No references are given so that
it is only supposition that this is meant to be the
treatment advocated by Miles Atkinson, who starts
desensitization with a dose of .005 mgm. of his-
tamine instead of the 0.2 mgm. given in this book.
Further no mention is made of the method of
determining the histamine sensitivity of the patient
nor is it even mentioned that a patient may be
histamine sensitive or insensitive and that giving
nicotinic acid to the histamine sensitive patient will
certainly increase his attacks.

I cannot, therefore, recommend this book though
it has good features, but I can think of no better
modern book of comparable size on this subject.

G.H.B.

MODERN DRUGS IN GENERAL PRACTICE

By ETHEL BROWNING, M.D., Ch.B. 2nd Edition.
Pp. 223. Edward Arnold & Co., London. I947.
Price 12S. 6d.

This very useful little book by Dr. Browning is
more than a mere compendium of modem drugs
and is more readable than most larger text books of
pharmacology. Drugs are grouped according to
their therapeutic applications and a chapter is now
included on penicillin. The title is a little mis-
leading in that some drugs, such as digitalis and its
glucosides, and anthelmintics, which are not
modem, are included. But, as the authoress rightly
states, their indications and dosage have changed
considerably since their original introduction into
medicine. There is little to criticize in the selection
of drugs dealt with, and throughout the book the
requirements of the general practitioner are given
first consideration. The statement that enlargement
of the thyroid requires gross over-dosage of thiou-
racil is questionable, and no mention is made of
salts of thiouracil other than the methyl derivative.
Her opinion that histidine injections result in a
percentage of cures of peptic ulcer and ' have cer-
tain advantages over treatment by diet and alkalis '
will not find general acceptance, and most paedia-
tricians would frown at the space davoted to
Nirvanol (phenylethylhydantoin) in the treatment
of chorea. The book is well indexed, and there are
adequate references at the end of each chapter.

S.O.

THE CHILD'S LUNG

By STEFAN ENGEL, M.D. Edward Arnold & Co.
·London. 1947. Price 40s.
Considering that respiratory diseases in infants

and children are of such great clinical importance,
it is remarkable that there is such a scarcity of
medical literature dealing with the anatomy of the

lung in the child and in the foetus. Therefore a
book on this subject should be welcomed. Here
the author is concerned chiefly with the anatomical
and pathological aspects of the structure of the
respiratory system. The book is divided into two
parts, the first headed The Bronchial Tree and
Bronchial Glands, and the second The Lung. In
each part the anatomical aspect is considered first,
then pathological changes. By making such a clear
cut anatomical division between the two parts of
the book it is inevitable that there must be con-
siderable repetition of material. Where should the
description of bronchioles be included, in the section
concerned with the bronchial tree or in that de-
scribing the lung ? The author has solved the
problem by supplying a chapter in each section. An
attempt at over-simplification has tended to give
rise to a confusion of headings.
The text contains detailed descriptions of cases

of interest examined by the author and full accounts
of his meticulous investigations of the anatomy of
healthy and pathological lungs in children and in
foetuses. His findings have led him to form hypo-
theses on the structure and development of the
child's lung and on the pathological processes
taking place in the common respiratory diseases.
From the student's point of view it would have
been more helpful if, first, the views which are
accepted at the present time had been stated
clearly, and then the author had gathered together
the information which he himself could contribute
to the subject, and had used this either to support
the orthodox views or to dispute them. The book
is well supplied with clear diagrams and excellent
reproductions of microscopic sections illustrating
the text.

A.M.C.M.

RADIUM DOSAGE-THE MANCHESTER
SYSTEM

Edited by W. J. MEREDITH. Pp. vii and 124. E. &
S. Livingstone. 1947. Illus. Price I5s.
Radiotherapists and physicists who have to deal

with radium tubes and needles in the treatment of
cancer are already familiar with the system of
planning treatment and of dosage estimation which
has been developed by the Manchester group of
workers under Dr. Ralston Paterson. The present
volume is a compilation of the various original
papers in which the clinical and physical bases of
this dosage system are described.
The book is in two parts. Part I is written from

the point of view of the clinician, who wishes to
know the quantity of radium, the treatment time
and the best distribution of sources for the treatment
of any particular case. Simple rules are presented
and tables and graphs provided from which these
questions can be answered in most practical cases.
There are three ways in which radium tubes and
needles are commonly used-mounted on a mould
made to fit or surround some part of the body,
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inserted directly into the tissues, or placed inside
a cavity as in the case of treatment of the cervix
uteri. In Part I, separate chapters are devoted
to each of these three methods of using radium and
there are numerous worked examples on which the
student can practise his skill in the rules.

Part II is devoted to the physical and mathe-
matical basis for the rules and to a discussion of the
uniformity of dose achieved by their use. In
several cases of volume implantation, the isodose
charts obtainable under idealized conditions are
given. It is, perhaps, a pity that the method of
presenting the results in the form of isodose charts
is not used more extensively throughout the book.
Finally, a chapter is added on the use of radiographs
taken immediately after the implantation of the
radium as a check on the accuracy of the implant
and on the dosage distribution achieved.
The Editor is to be congratulated on having

welded this series of papers by many different
authors into a unified volume. The radiotherapist
who is starting to use radium clinically will find
this an essential reference book and physicists will
be grateful not only for Part II but also for the fact
that Part I ought to enable the radiotherapist to do
a great many of his own calculations. The tables
at the back fold out conveniently so that they can be
consulted alongside the text.

J.W.B.

HORMONES AND VITAMINS

By G. A. STEPHENS, M.P.S. George Newnes-
I947. Price 2zs.

In the author's words this book is intended 'to
provide a readily accessible compilation of chemical
and clinical information on Hormones and Vitamins,
to facilitate dispensing of them by the pharmacist,
and the prescribing of them by both physicians and
surgeons.'
An up-to-date book of this type is badly needed

and Mr. Stephens succeeds admirably. The facts
are set down straightforwardly and concisely.
Details of the chemistry of hormones and vitamins
are stated as simply and briefly as possible with
appropriate comments as to their chemical re-
lationship and mode of action. The effective dosage
is clearly stated and when this can be measured in
units or by weight the equivalent values are given.
Although Mr. Stephens is not medically qualified

his brief descriptions of the clinical states due to
deficiency of hormones and vitamins are adequate,
and in most cases he distinguishes clearly between
those conditions due to proven deficiencies and
those where the indications for treatment are
equivocal.

Occasionally he appears to accept too readily
statements as to the clinical effects of certain sub-
stances; for example most medical men would
disagree with the optimistic views concerning the
effect of nicotinic acid in angina pectoris (page 224).

Though these claims are always supported by
references of medical literature, their acceptance is
at times uncritical. A more detailed account of the
dosage and methods of administration of adrenalin
for asthma (including the minim a minute method
advocated by the late Sir Arthur Hurst) and of the
indications and dosage for subcutaneous implanta-
tions of testosterone and doca would be helpful.
On page I92 'hypothrombinaemia' is repeatedly
mis-spelt.
These criticisms are, however, of minor im-

portance. This book is of a high standard, it is
handy in size and well produced. A useful glossary
of medical terms and the composition of various
proprietary preparations is included. It can be
strongly recommended as an excellent reference
book for senior medical students and practitioners

R.S.B.P.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF REGIONAL ANATOMY

By E. B. JAMIESON, M.D. 7th Edition. In seven
sections, sold singly. E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd.
I947. In one bound volume, price 75s.
Once more there appears a new edition of these

magnificent illustrations of anatomy. They form
the ideal companion to the standard textbooks on
the subject and their accuracy and clarity has not
been equalled in any: other similar publication.
Now that they are published in full colour on a

very fine quality paper they are extremely good value
for the price and it is unlikely that any medical
student could afford not to buy them. To the
lecturer in surgery they are most useful in per-
fecting his blackboard teaching. To the surgeon,
they are also most acceptable since he can detach
those plates to which he wishes to refer before
operating on a part of the body with which he is
not entirely familiar, and take them along to the
operating theatre. It is probable that the medical
student would welcome binding covers which were
resistant to grease since these manuals often
supplement his study in the dissecting room.

H.T.

TUBERCULOSIS INDEX AND ABSTRACTS
OF CURRENT LITERATURE

December, I947. Vol. 2, 4. N.A.P.T. Tavistock
House North. Subscription one guinea per
year.
This little quarterly journal gives a complete list

of current articles on all aspects of tuberculosis.
It is kept remarkably up to date, and the world

literature is well surveyed. A more elaborate
classification than previously has been used in the
current number, with a good cross index, which
makes for easy reference.

For the busy physician or research worker, this
journal is an invaluable key to the specialized
literature on tuberculosis.

C.P.H.

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.24.270.218-b on 1 A

pril 1948. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

