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haemolytic icterus during the acute stage but in
the absence of anaemia a leucocytosis of i5,ooo or
over would indicate malaria, Weil's disease or
suppurative pylephlebitis. The van den Bergh
reaction on the serum has rightly gained the most
important place in the laboratory diagnosis of
jaundice. A prompt direct reaction indicates
obstructive jaundice, a biphasic reaction probably
toxic jaundice and an indirect reaction, haemo-
Ivtic jaundice. But too much reliance must not be
placed on the test and it must always be inter-

preted in conjunction with the history and physical
examination. In toxic jaundice a prompt direct
reaction is often obtained and in obstructive
jaundice a biphasic reaction may occur.
Of the other aids to diagnosis little need be said.

A cholecystogram may reveal a calculus; blood
or urine culture will show leptospira in Weil's
disease; blood films will be positive in malaria,
etc.
The main diagnostic features in jaundice may

be summarized in the foregoing table.
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DIAGNOSIS IN STERILITY

Edited by EARLE T. ENGLE. Blackwell Scientific
Publications. I947. Pp. 236. Price 25s.
This book chronicles the proceedings of a con-

ference sponsored by the National Committee on
Maternal Health, and is concerned with diagnosis
only. The conference was attended by every well-
known worker in the field of sterility in the U.S.A.
The proceedings are presented verbatim and are
all the more interesting on this account, and there
is a most useful summary of the conference.

Chapters on laboratory examination of semen and
the clinical interpretation of such analyses are
sound and rational. There are excellent chapters on
the value of testicular and endometrial biopsies and
the discussion on the interpretation of basal body
temperature curves is excellent in every respect.
Most English readers will appreciate the attitude

of' debunking 'which has pervaded the conference,
and has consequently resulted in a high standard of
scientific attainment.
Most British readers will also take heart when

they find that during the war years there was no
advance in the U.S.A. over the progress maintained
in this country in the subject of infertility.

This is a most readable publication with ex-
cellent references, and throughout it is illustrated
most beautifully by first class photomicrographs.

C.D.R.

DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROAT AND EAR

By I. SIMSON HALL, M.B., CH.B., F.R.C.P.E.,
F.R.C.S.E. 4th Edition. E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. Edinburgh. 1948. Price I5s.
This book was first published in I937 and the

fourth edition is now published. This is a measure
of its popularity and a comment on the lack of an
adequate student's textbook on this subject in the

English language. For this book of 440 small
pages, approximately 150,000 words, attempts to
cover the whole subject including anatomy and
treatment and in doing so sacrifices clarity and
accuracy. Many examples of this can be given. On
page 43 ' In other instances a virus infection
appears to be the cause ' is read in the paragraph on
the causation of the common cold. Surely this is
an inadequate comment on the part played by the
virus. On page 44 in the paragraph on Treatment
of Acute Rhinitis this sentence appears, ' If possible
the patient is put to bed with a hot drink and a
mild laxative, and is nursed in an even tempera-
ture (Prescription-Camphor j per cent., Menthol
i per cent., paraff. lig. i ounce).' The context in
no way clarifies this sentence and the reviewer
would not know whether to prescribe this as the
hot drink, the laxative or as nasal drops which are
not mentioned. On page 114 this sentence ap-
pears in reference to frontal sinus operations, ' One
of the most convenient places to start the opening
is just on the outer edge of the orbital roof, almost
above the inner canthus.' This is a strange juxta-
position of inner and outer where they do not have
opposite meanings as outer in reference to orbital
edge is opposed to deep (not inner as there is no
inner edge to the orbit) and inner in reference to
canthus is opposed to lateral (or outer).
On the whole the illustrations are good and

helpful. A notable exception is Fig. 49 (i) on page
239, which fails to show the falling forwards of the
cartilage of Wrisberg and apparent shortening of the
paralysed cord in the resting larynx.

It is always easy to criticize adversely a textbook
and the preceding examples of defects could be
multiplied but there are also many good features in
the book and pages 372 and 373 on the local signs
of acute mastoiditis should be particularly com-
mended for emphasizing the important points
clearly and concisely and omitting nothing
important.
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