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involved and complicated unnecessarily by frequent
reference to other writers' opinions.

In the chapter on eye muscle palsy it is refreshing
to read ' it seems advisable in testing vertical
muscles to neglect their secondary functions
altogether and to take into account only whether the
maximal vertical distance is found in abduction or
in adduction,' although before reaching this state-
ment the reader may have already become
thoroughly muddled by a description of Kraemer's
scheme and Werner's mnemonic, which are of
doubtful value. In the diagram on page 152
showing the position of the images in cases of ocular
muscle palsy it should have been made clear that the
recordings are made by the anatomical method and
not as the patient himself sees the images. In this
chapter one would have liked to see a description of
the Hess Scrun test and the Lancaster Screen test.
There is a valuable chapter on nystagmus, in

which all varieties of this physical sign are described,
and a chapter dealing with anomalies of the pal-
pebral fissure, and finally a useful glossary. A book
of this sort was badly needed and is most welcome.
It should be useful both to the ophthalmologist and
to the neurologist and enable him to elicit and
interpret the eye signs in any case of nerve disease
in which ocular anomalies occur.

T.K.L.

HANDBOOK OF DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT OF VENEREAL DISEASES

By A. E. W. McLAcHLAN, M.B., CH.B. (Edin.),
D.P.H., F.R.S. (Edin.). 3rd Edition. E. & S.
Livingstone. Edinburgh. I947. Pp. 375. Price
I5S.

The general availability of penicillin and the
seeming ease with which the venereal'diseases can
now be treated has led to an increase in the number
of patients being treated by the general practitioner.
Uncritical optimism in the use of penicillin has, in
some cases, resulted in careless diagnosis, haphazard
treatment, omission of tests of cure and complete
neglect of contact tracing. It is clearly more than
ever important that practitioners should approach
the subject with intelligence and an awareness both
of the difficulties and duties involved. Hence the

importance of this handbook, which was evolved
from the author's considerable experience in under-
graduate and postgraduate teaching and was
designed to provide a concise introduction for the
student and ready practical information for the
practitioner. The format is pleasant, the print and
paper good and the content, although sometimes
necessarily dogmatic, gives clearly the modem
accepted views and methods of treatment. It is well
illustrated, the reproductions in colour being out-
standing. The appearance of a third edition in
three years is proof of its value and its well merited
popularity.
Growth of knowledge and experience in the use of

penicillin rapidly outmodes any textbook; criticism
on this score would be unfair. Suffice it to say that
ten million units of penicillir given over fifteen days
for early syphilis is probably an undue concentration
of the drug and that doubt has been cast on the
synergistic value in man of the penicillin-arsenic
combination. There is not enough stress laid on
the danger of masking syphilis by giving large doses
of penicillin in the treatment of gonorrhoea or,
indeed, in other diseases.

It is evidence of the high standard of the book
that criticism can be levelled only at a few minor
details. Thiosulphates, for instance, in the treat-
ment of complications arising from arseno-therapy
have largely been abandoned, their place having
been taken by B.A.L., which on theoretical and
clinical grounds is the drug of choice. Spoon-
shaped nails occur in syphilis, but are hardly
pathognomic. Charcot's joints are not always
painful, particularly in the early stages. Artificial
fever at a temperature of Io6.7° F. is a level above
the safe maximum, especially if maintained for as
long as fourteen hours; eight hours at Io6° F.
should not be exceeded as a general rule. The
diagnosis of a ' static ' urethritis in those constantly
on their feet is perhaps a little suspect. But this is
cavilling. The handbook propounds the generally
accepted standards of diagnosis and treatment in a
forthright and easily readable mariner calculated to
'stimulate the interest, to inform the practitioner
and to arouse the admiration of the specialist.

D.I.W.

RUTH IN CASTLE, NORTH WALESn---

A Clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of Internal Diseases (except Mental or Infectious Diseases). The
Clinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.

The surroundings are beautiful. The cliinate is mild. There is central heating throughout. The annual
rainfall is 30.5 inches, that is, less than the average for England.

The Fees are inclusive and vary according to the room occupied.
For particulars apply to THE SECRETARY, Ruthin Castle, North Wales.

Telegrams: Castle, Ruthin. Telephone: Ruthin 66
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