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This reaction mechanism has been studied both
from the bacteriolog'cal and the physico-chemical
point of view.

'Antibiotic substances receive but scant attention;
this is not surprising in view of the inaccessibility
of Anglo-Saxorn literature. Expanqine was obtained
from Penicillin expansum independently of the
original discovery of Fleming. This substance is
toxic and of limited therapeutic use.

W.B.

CONTRIBUTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF
THE INFLUENCES OF GONADOTROPHIC AND
SEX HORMONES ON THE GONADS OF RATS

By J. H. GAARENSTROOM and S. E. DE YONGH.
Elsevier Publishing Company, Inc. Amsterdam.
I946. Pp. I64. Price x6s.

This book is one of a series on the progress of
research in Holland during the war, and its purpose
is to show that Netherland scientists have, in spite
of the chaotic conditions, remained active and pro-
ductive.
The first part deals with investigations on

testicular function. All the work was performed on
rats, as that also described in subsequent chapters,
and the authors stress that their conclusions are thus
not necessarily applicable to other animals.

Their investigations show that there are two
independent gonadotrophic hormones of the
anterior pituitary, and that the epithelium-stimu-
lating hormone will not be depressed by oestrogen
injections, whereas the interstitial cells stimulating
factor will be.
The second part deals with the ovary, and the

authors conclude that testosterone is formed in the
ovary by the pituitary interstitial cell stimulating
substance and is concerned with the process of
ovulation. They have not, however, been able to
reproduce the changes by pharmacological experi-
ments.
The authors have quoted liberally from the world

literature on the subject. It will be easier to assess'
the value of the work when they publish their
complete findings.

It is gratifying to note that, in spite of tremendous
difficulties, they have persisted with their research,
and we can look forward to future sound and
interesting publications.

I.S.

CLINICAL METHODS OF
NEURO-OPHTHALMOLOGIC EXAMINATION

By ALFRED KESTENBAUM. Wm. Heinemann
Medical Books Ltd. 1947. Pp. 384, 65 illu8tra-
tions, 20 tables. Price 25s.
This book is essentially practical and is based on

the author's own clinical experience.
The first chapter, dealing with the anatomy of

the optic pathway, is useful, but would lave been
of greater value had a comprehensive diagram been
included to show the course of the impulses from
the retina to the occipital cortex.
The second chapter, on perimetry, contains some

useful practical hints with regard to the common
mistakes made in perimetry. The author wisely
quotes the words of Traquair that ' Perimetry is
done by the perimetrist and not by the perimeter.'
The author's original method of 'outline peri-
metry,' which is described, is a valuable contribu-
tion to clinical ophthalmology. It gives a far more
accurate estimation of the extent of the visual field
than does the confrontation test. It is a pity that he
has not dropped the term 'enlarged blind spot'
as applied to scotomata adjacent to the blind spot.
These are much better described as peri-, para-,
or juxta-caecal scotomata, as the case may be.
The third chapter describes the pathology of the

optic nerve and gives a useful classification of
diseases of the optic disc, although one would like
to see the term ' papilloedema' omitted and the
word ' disc-oedema ' substituted. The optic nerve
head is not normally a papilla and the term*
' papilloedema,' although commonly used, is mis-
leading. The author's method of registration of
retinal foci is useful, and might be well adopted
universally, although, if available, retinal photo-
graphy is of greater value.

Chiasmal and retrochiasmal lesions are dealt with
in detail, although this part of the book is a little
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