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The appearance and general lay-out of this
history is a credit alike to author and publisher.
Two points appear especially helpful--the synopsis
at the end which gives a chronological sequence of
the main events at the Rotunda and in Dublin and
elsewhere, and the ingenious book-marker with its
list of the Masters from Mosse to Ninian Falkiner.
The history of the hospital as it appears in the

book is a remarkable page of medical history. Six
main headings are used dealing with the first
hundred years, the second hundred years, the
struggle against puerperal fever, operative mid-
wifery, anaesthesia and gynaecology, and eclampsia.
Thus in this hook the reader looks back oNer 200
years of medical progress. To do this with such a
delightful guide as Dr. O'Donel Browne is a tonic
alike for pessimism and coinplacerncy. It is hard to
realize at this distance what a horror was the scourge
of puerperal sepsis or how grateful we should be
that modern methods of prevention and treatment,
laboriously introduced as a result of much patient
investigation and organization, have largely dis-
pelled the fear of this dread disease. To your re-
viewer this is the most interesting and informative
section in the book and although the end of the
story has not yet been reached and further progress
is still to be awaited, the results now achieved,
compared with those of even a century ago, show a
remarkable chapter in medical and social progress.

Detailed study of this book reveals how fruitful
has been the faith of the founder of the Rotunda.
The book itself is an outstanding contribution to
the history of obstetrics and gynaecology and also
a great social document. The one doubt is that the
price may place it beyond the reach of many who
would like to possess it, but it is certain of its place
as a true medical classic.

J.B.

LAW RELATING TO HOSPITALS

By S. R. SPELLER, LL.B. Pp. xxxvi and 400.
H. K. Lewis and Co., London. Price 22S. 6d.

Mr. Speller, who is a well-known exponent of
the law relating to the administration of hospitals,
has wisely decided to issue his book without waiting
for further developments under the National
Health Service Act. The plan is to cover the whole
range of activities in the different types of hospitals.
The practical application of the branches of law on
such subjects as contract, negligence, master and
servant, etc., is set forth with admirable lucidity.
As an example may be quoted the position of the
student nurse, which, as he observes, ' merits special
consideration. She is ordinarily thought of as a

student but in fact in this country she is engaged on
a contract of service analogous to apprenticeship.'
This point deserves more attention in the numerous
discussions which are taking place about the training
of nurses. Similarly Mr Speller makes a helpful
contribution to the consideration of the relationship
of the medical staff to the hospital authorities,
especially as they may be modified under the new
Act. He regards it as ' inconceivable ' that the
hospital authority should be under a more serious
liability for the treatment of patients by the appoint-
ment of whole-time medical officers than if it
adopted the alternative method of staffing by the
appointment of visiting medical staff. Whether
the various obiter dicta in judicial decisions, to
which he refers, justify the use of the adjective may
be doubted, especially when they are taken in
conjunction with those in the recent case of Collins
v. Hertfordshire County Council. The book is
obviously one which should he readily available to
all those concerned with the administration of
hospitals.

C.E.A.B.

THE BIRTH OF A CHILD

By GRANTLY DICK READ, M.A., i1'v.D. ist Edition.
Pp. 99. Heinemann. 1947. Price 5s.
This book is advertised as being an explanation

in simple and non-technical language of Dr. Dick
Read's obstetrical methods and is ' intended for
midwives and the general reader.' It is difficult to
believe that it would satisfy either. The actual
description of Dr. Dick Read's antenatal exercises
and his principles of relaxation occupies a bare two
pages out of a total of IOO. The rest of the book is
concerned with a discussion of the physiology of
labour and the pain-fear syndrome, and ends with
a series of accounts of births given in somewhat
drearily repetitive detail by the actual patients.
The language is certainly simple and non-

technical, but the constant sentimentality of ex-
pression jars badly on the professional reader. Dr.
Dick Read in his preface apologises for the repetition
of subject-matter, but believes that this reiteration
will have obvious advantages for those who wish to
make practical use of his teaching. While this may
be true of a spoken lecture, it is surely unnecessary
in a book to which reference can be made as often
as seems desirable.
The book as a whole leaves the impression that a

few lectures and articles have been bound up
together with little attempt to achieve a logical or
balanced argument.

J.M.B.
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