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Surely malignant disease is worthy of more
space than a short chapter of nine pages. Even
melanosis, which is of interest only as a diagnostic
curiosity, is given three pages of text and con-
stipation 12. One would rather have seen more
practical advice on the technique of rectal examina-
tion by the finger, proctoscope and sigmoido-
scope, than a comprehensive but long and rather
tedious section on stool analysis. The clinical
guide to the position of the internal opening of a
rectal fistula is known to us as Goodsall's rule
rather than Salmon's law. No attempt has been
made to describe as a clinical entity the condition
of proctalgia fugax which is apparently included in
the heterogenous group headed ' coccygodynia.'
The author strongly advises against the use of
nupercaine in oil as an anaesthetic agent during the
course of a surgical operation, as likely to lead to an
extensive and dangerous gangrenous inflammation.
Such criticisms must not detract from the obvious

merits of the publication. The chapter on lympho-
pathia venereum, which is so seldom seen in this
country, is most instructive. In every section there
are many useful, practical tips in the care of the
chronic and often intractable conditions of the
anus and rectum which should prove most valuable
to the practising surgeon as well as to the distracted
practitioner.
The text is well illustrated and the material

elegantly presented in an attractive volume.
M.R.E.

SICK CHILDREN

By DONALD PATERSON. 6th Edition. Pp. 455.
Cassell. 1947. Price i6s.
The sixth edition of this very popular book

appears just as its author retires from active practice
in this country. It is designed to provide a com-
prehensive short survey of disease in children,
placing stress upon methods of diagnosis and treat-
ment, and aiming to be up to date in its references
and procedures.

It is indeed doubtful whether as much useful
information on this subject can be obtained in so
small a space in any other work, and this makes it
an attractive textbook for the D.C.H. candidate,
particularly as it embraces much of the teaching of
Great Ormond Street Hospital, whence so many
examiners spring. Numerous references to recent
medical literature are to be found in footnote, but
these are almost entirely to English work-there is
a striking sparsity of reference to American
literature.
The reviewer emerged with a head full of names

and figures and a sense of achievement in having
reached the last page, but with a very hurried
bird's eye view of paediatrics. These are the
necessary faults of a compendium, and on the
credit side are many valuable and easily accessible
lists and tables and a clear type script with ample
subheadings which admirably sign-post the pages.

MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
SPECIAL REPORT

Series No. 26o
THE BACTERIOLOGY OF SPRAY - DRIED
EGG WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO

FOOD POISONING
By Various Authors. His Majesty's Stationery

Office. 1947. Price is.
This report records a series of bacteriological

and epidemiological investigations carried out
between 1942-1946 by various workers on behalf of
the Medical Research Council, in response to an
appeal from the Ministry of Food.
The bacteriology of dried egg is discussed and

one section includes the techniques employed in the
survey, together with the effects of cooking on the
destruction of salmonella in dried egg. The
isolation and identification of 33 different strains of
salmonella involved is described, and the incidence
of outbreaks of salmonella food poisoning during
the years of the survey, compared with the figures
of the preceding 20 years. This shows a striking
increase in the number of cases after I942. Clinical
details are given of outbreaks associated with various
species of salmonella encountered in this country
for the first time, but previously known in America.
Seven outbreaks of the toxin type of food poisoning
'occurring during the summer of 1943 are also re-
viewed. The exact nature of the toxin still remains
undiscovered.
There is an appendix by the Ministry of Food on

the, practical problems presented by the bacteriology
of spray-dried egg.

S.D.N.

THE ROTUNDA HOSPITAL, 1745 - 1945
By O'DONEL T. D. BROWNE. Pp. 296. 44 illustra-

tions. Synopsis. Graph. E. and S. Livingstone,
Ltd., Edinburgh. 1947. Price 42S.
The month of July, 1947, will see a great event in

contemporary medical history. An International
Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology is to be
held in Dublin to mark the bicentenary of the
Rotunda Hospital. This celebration was due in
1945, but has been postponed owing to the war.

Dr. O'Donel Browne, himself a former Assistant
Master at the Rotunda, has produced opportunely
the history of the first 200 years in the life of this
great hospital. The name of the Rotunda is a
household word throughout Ireland and the British
Empire and, indeed, all over the world. Thousands
upon thousands of women have passed its doors as
patients, and it has been responsible for the training.
of many thousands of undergraduate and post
graduate medical students and midwives. The
hospital has thus admirably fulfilled the objects of
its founder, Dr. Bartholomew Mosse, which were,
as stated in the foreword to this book' by Dr.
T. P. C. Kirkpatrick, 'to help the poor and needy,
and to teach its pupils how best that help could be
givenl.
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The appearance and general lay-out of this
history is a credit alike to author and publisher.
Two points appear especially helpful--the synopsis
at the end which gives a chronological sequence of
the main events at the Rotunda and in Dublin and
elsewhere, and the ingenious book-marker with its
list of the Masters from Mosse to Ninian Falkiner.
The history of the hospital as it appears in the

book is a remarkable page of medical history. Six
main headings are used dealing with the first
hundred years, the second hundred years, the
struggle against puerperal fever, operative mid-
wifery, anaesthesia and gynaecology, and eclampsia.
Thus in this hook the reader looks back oNer 200
years of medical progress. To do this with such a
delightful guide as Dr. O'Donel Browne is a tonic
alike for pessimism and coinplacerncy. It is hard to
realize at this distance what a horror was the scourge
of puerperal sepsis or how grateful we should be
that modern methods of prevention and treatment,
laboriously introduced as a result of much patient
investigation and organization, have largely dis-
pelled the fear of this dread disease. To your re-
viewer this is the most interesting and informative
section in the book and although the end of the
story has not yet been reached and further progress
is still to be awaited, the results now achieved,
compared with those of even a century ago, show a
remarkable chapter in medical and social progress.

Detailed study of this book reveals how fruitful
has been the faith of the founder of the Rotunda.
The book itself is an outstanding contribution to
the history of obstetrics and gynaecology and also
a great social document. The one doubt is that the
price may place it beyond the reach of many who
would like to possess it, but it is certain of its place
as a true medical classic.

J.B.

LAW RELATING TO HOSPITALS

By S. R. SPELLER, LL.B. Pp. xxxvi and 400.
H. K. Lewis and Co., London. Price 22S. 6d.

Mr. Speller, who is a well-known exponent of
the law relating to the administration of hospitals,
has wisely decided to issue his book without waiting
for further developments under the National
Health Service Act. The plan is to cover the whole
range of activities in the different types of hospitals.
The practical application of the branches of law on
such subjects as contract, negligence, master and
servant, etc., is set forth with admirable lucidity.
As an example may be quoted the position of the
student nurse, which, as he observes, ' merits special
consideration. She is ordinarily thought of as a

student but in fact in this country she is engaged on
a contract of service analogous to apprenticeship.'
This point deserves more attention in the numerous
discussions which are taking place about the training
of nurses. Similarly Mr Speller makes a helpful
contribution to the consideration of the relationship
of the medical staff to the hospital authorities,
especially as they may be modified under the new
Act. He regards it as ' inconceivable ' that the
hospital authority should be under a more serious
liability for the treatment of patients by the appoint-
ment of whole-time medical officers than if it
adopted the alternative method of staffing by the
appointment of visiting medical staff. Whether
the various obiter dicta in judicial decisions, to
which he refers, justify the use of the adjective may
be doubted, especially when they are taken in
conjunction with those in the recent case of Collins
v. Hertfordshire County Council. The book is
obviously one which should he readily available to
all those concerned with the administration of
hospitals.

C.E.A.B.

THE BIRTH OF A CHILD

By GRANTLY DICK READ, M.A., i1'v.D. ist Edition.
Pp. 99. Heinemann. 1947. Price 5s.
This book is advertised as being an explanation

in simple and non-technical language of Dr. Dick
Read's obstetrical methods and is ' intended for
midwives and the general reader.' It is difficult to
believe that it would satisfy either. The actual
description of Dr. Dick Read's antenatal exercises
and his principles of relaxation occupies a bare two
pages out of a total of IOO. The rest of the book is
concerned with a discussion of the physiology of
labour and the pain-fear syndrome, and ends with
a series of accounts of births given in somewhat
drearily repetitive detail by the actual patients.
The language is certainly simple and non-

technical, but the constant sentimentality of ex-
pression jars badly on the professional reader. Dr.
Dick Read in his preface apologises for the repetition
of subject-matter, but believes that this reiteration
will have obvious advantages for those who wish to
make practical use of his teaching. While this may
be true of a spoken lecture, it is surely unnecessary
in a book to which reference can be made as often
as seems desirable.
The book as a whole leaves the impression that a

few lectures and articles have been bound up
together with little attempt to achieve a logical or
balanced argument.

J.M.B.
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