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BOOK REVIEWS

AIDS TO MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS

By G. E. FREDERICK SIJTTON, M.C., M.D. (Lond.),
M.R.C.P. 6th 'Edition. Pp. vii and 308.
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, London. 1I946.
Price 6s.

On the author who undertakes the task of re-
editing a successful and popular medical book there
falls a double responsibility, that of bringing the
work into line with the most recent advances of
knowledge, and that of preserving those essential
features of the original publication that have been
mainly responsible for its usefulness.

Dr. Sutton is to be congratulated on having
achieved this task with conspicuous success. We
would call the attention of all readers to the author's
own statement in the Preface: 'may I remind the
reviewer that this book makes no pretence at being
a textbook on Medical Diagnosis, but that perusal
of any of the chapters mentioned above will reveal
it as something more than a cram book.' This, in
our view, gives to the prospective reader a fair and
honest account of what he may expect to find in
these pages. The general method of approach re-
'minds us of that adopted in Savill's textbook of
Clinical Medicine, which has always made a strong
appeal to many students of medicine in their earlier
days, as well as to general practitioners.

' Aids to Medical Diagnosis ' has all the ad-
vantages of a carefully-prepared and comprehensive
synopsis of medical diseases, with the valuable
addition of that attention to style that makes it so
much more readable. One of the salient features of
the work is its remarkable inclusiveness, despite the
fact that all the information has of necessity been
condensed into a very small space. We would also
remark that the author has managed to combine a
decisiveness of statement, so necessary to the less
experienced student, with a commendable avoidance
of undue dogmatism.

It would be invidious in reviewing a work in
which the general standard is so uniform to single
out parts of it for prefereptial consideration, but we
may observe that the chapters on disorders of the
abdomen, on diseases of the heart and blood vessels,
and on diseases of the lungs and pleurae made a
special impression on us by their conciseness and
by the immense amount of sound practical in-
formation which they contain. The numerous
diagrams of electro-cardiographic tracings give a
qlear and adequate illustration of the points noted
in the text; the diagrams of some of the commoner
X-ray abnormalities are original and extremely

helpful to those who are not, as yet, very familiar
with the task of radiological diagnosis in chest
disease.
A few minor criticisms have occurred to us. In

the chapter on infectious diseases, although the
differential diagnosis of the -various fevers is good,
we were surprised to find no mention of enlargement
of the epitrochlear lymph glands in Rubella. In
the description of the manifest evidences of fully-
developed phthisis there is, perhaps, more em-
phasis on the traditional three stages of the disease
than would be given by many modem phthisi-
ologists. In the discussion on the diagnosis of
incipient phthisis we should have liked to see some
reference to the symptomless cases so frequently
discovered only by mass radiography. The index
to the book is fairly complete but could have been
improved by more cross references, of which there
can hardly ever be too many.
These are but suggestions for the author's use in

future editions, and in no way lessen our apprecia-
tion of the value of the book which strikes us as one
of the best of this well-known and useful series.

M.D.

ESSENTIALS OF CLINICAL PROCTOLOGY

By MANUEL G. SPIESMAN, B.S., M.D. With fore-
word by Anthony Basseler, M.D. Pp. 238; 6o
illustrations. William Heinemann. London. 1946.
21S.
The author of this monograph is a proctologist

practising in Chicago, and judging from the material
presented, it seems likely that many of the problems
confronting American surgeons are peculiar to that
country.

It is certainly true that several of the methods of
treatment suggested will not find general favour
here. There are few British surgeons who would
advize immediate operation for strangulated
haemorrhoids even by clamp and cautery. Although
it is only fair to say that in his preface the author
admits that he describes only these procedures
which he has found most satisfactory in his own
experience, one is surprised to find that he does not
consider the operation of rectosigmoidectomy in the
treatment of rectal prolapse in the adult. The
rubber-band method which he mentions among
others, leading as it does to sloughing of the pro-
lapse seems to be a dangerously primitive pro-
cedure. ' Bad-habit' does not appear to be con-
sidered .important in the aetiology of the same
condition in children.
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Surely malignant disease is worthy of more
space than a short chapter of nine pages. Even
melanosis, which is of interest only as a diagnostic
curiosity, is given three pages of text and con-
stipation 12. One would rather have seen more
practical advice on the technique of rectal examina-
tion by the finger, proctoscope and sigmoido-
scope, than a comprehensive but long and rather
tedious section on stool analysis. The clinical
guide to the position of the internal opening of a
rectal fistula is known to us as Goodsall's rule
rather than Salmon's law. No attempt has been
made to describe as a clinical entity the condition
of proctalgia fugax which is apparently included in
the heterogenous group headed ' coccygodynia.'
The author strongly advises against the use of
nupercaine in oil as an anaesthetic agent during the
course of a surgical operation, as likely to lead to an
extensive and dangerous gangrenous inflammation.
Such criticisms must not detract from the obvious

merits of the publication. The chapter on lympho-
pathia venereum, which is so seldom seen in this
country, is most instructive. In every section there
are many useful, practical tips in the care of the
chronic and often intractable conditions of the
anus and rectum which should prove most valuable
to the practising surgeon as well as to the distracted
practitioner.
The text is well illustrated and the material

elegantly presented in an attractive volume.
M.R.E.

SICK CHILDREN

By DONALD PATERSON. 6th Edition. Pp. 455.
Cassell. 1947. Price i6s.
The sixth edition of this very popular book

appears just as its author retires from active practice
in this country. It is designed to provide a com-
prehensive short survey of disease in children,
placing stress upon methods of diagnosis and treat-
ment, and aiming to be up to date in its references
and procedures.

It is indeed doubtful whether as much useful
information on this subject can be obtained in so
small a space in any other work, and this makes it
an attractive textbook for the D.C.H. candidate,
particularly as it embraces much of the teaching of
Great Ormond Street Hospital, whence so many
examiners spring. Numerous references to recent
medical literature are to be found in footnote, but
these are almost entirely to English work-there is
a striking sparsity of reference to American
literature.
The reviewer emerged with a head full of names

and figures and a sense of achievement in having
reached the last page, but with a very hurried
bird's eye view of paediatrics. These are the
necessary faults of a compendium, and on the
credit side are many valuable and easily accessible
lists and tables and a clear type script with ample
subheadings which admirably sign-post the pages.

MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
SPECIAL REPORT

Series No. 26o
THE BACTERIOLOGY OF SPRAY - DRIED
EGG WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO

FOOD POISONING
By Various Authors. His Majesty's Stationery

Office. 1947. Price is.
This report records a series of bacteriological

and epidemiological investigations carried out
between 1942-1946 by various workers on behalf of
the Medical Research Council, in response to an
appeal from the Ministry of Food.
The bacteriology of dried egg is discussed and

one section includes the techniques employed in the
survey, together with the effects of cooking on the
destruction of salmonella in dried egg. The
isolation and identification of 33 different strains of
salmonella involved is described, and the incidence
of outbreaks of salmonella food poisoning during
the years of the survey, compared with the figures
of the preceding 20 years. This shows a striking
increase in the number of cases after I942. Clinical
details are given of outbreaks associated with various
species of salmonella encountered in this country
for the first time, but previously known in America.
Seven outbreaks of the toxin type of food poisoning
'occurring during the summer of 1943 are also re-
viewed. The exact nature of the toxin still remains
undiscovered.
There is an appendix by the Ministry of Food on

the, practical problems presented by the bacteriology
of spray-dried egg.

S.D.N.

THE ROTUNDA HOSPITAL, 1745 - 1945
By O'DONEL T. D. BROWNE. Pp. 296. 44 illustra-

tions. Synopsis. Graph. E. and S. Livingstone,
Ltd., Edinburgh. 1947. Price 42S.
The month of July, 1947, will see a great event in

contemporary medical history. An International
Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology is to be
held in Dublin to mark the bicentenary of the
Rotunda Hospital. This celebration was due in
1945, but has been postponed owing to the war.

Dr. O'Donel Browne, himself a former Assistant
Master at the Rotunda, has produced opportunely
the history of the first 200 years in the life of this
great hospital. The name of the Rotunda is a
household word throughout Ireland and the British
Empire and, indeed, all over the world. Thousands
upon thousands of women have passed its doors as
patients, and it has been responsible for the training.
of many thousands of undergraduate and post
graduate medical students and midwives. The
hospital has thus admirably fulfilled the objects of
its founder, Dr. Bartholomew Mosse, which were,
as stated in the foreword to this book' by Dr.
T. P. C. Kirkpatrick, 'to help the poor and needy,
and to teach its pupils how best that help could be
givenl.
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