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32 appears unfinished. The anatomical figures
bear numbered references, rather than named
labels, an extra trouble for the reader. British
publishers still have much to learn from the
Americans about illustrating textbooks.

Criticism of detail must not imply general dis-
approval; but a textbook is gospel to a student, and
in a widely read book, as this will probably become,
even minor errors need hard consideration. Most
embryologists no longer beliexVe that ova are formed
by down growth of germinal epithelium; cyclical
changes occur in tubal epithelium; Hilton's line is
not the upper end of the proctodaeum. Can
avascular enamel decalcify because of maternal
calcium deficiency ? Prontosil and sulphanilamide
are not the same drug (Pp. 316 and 322, although
the difference is stated elsewhere). Hypertension
is mentioned as a late sequel of toxaemia, but there
is no reference to the care of the patient with
essential hypertension who becomes pregnant.
Does a restricted protein diet really affect toxaemia ?
Most obstetricians would not recommen d colonic
lavage or veratrone for eclampsia, nor quinine for
induction of labour. The use of progesterone in
abortion may be disputed, but surely 2 mgm. twice
a week is too small a dose to have much effect. Why
should parathyroid extract and calcium by mouth
assist thyrotoxicosis ?

In the section on the child it is implied that the
foetal respiratory centre is stimulated by oxygen
lack and depressed by carbon dioxide (p. 294). The
general opinion is that the foetal centre responds
like the adult centre, though more sluggishly, with
carbon dioxide as the stimulus, and oxygen lack
depressing the threshold. In spite of Hollywood
practice, is buttock slapping a wise method of
resuscitation of the newborn ? Sternomastoid
tumour is still described as a haematoma. Maternal
rubella is not mentioned.

These are criticisms of detail and indeed matters
of opinion. It is repeated that this is a praiseworthy

textbook, attractively written, carefully arranged,
and full of sound teaching on all major issues.

S.G.C.

POST GRADUATE OBSTETRICS

By W. F. MENGERT, M.D. (Southwestern Medical
College). Hamish Hamilton Medical Books.
Pp.xv and 392. 25s.
There are two distinct categories of postgraduate

students; the embryo specialist and the general
practitioner who wishes to revise his knowledge.
This book is only suitable for the latter, for whom it
was designed. ' Discussion of any disease or com-
plication with an incidence less than I: 2,000 . . .

is routinely omitted.' ' Theory has been elim-
inated, except where necessary to the elucidation of
a practical point.'
The printing and illustrations are of the best

American standard, and that is high praise. The
style has a rugged charm: ' Neither massage nor
otherwise bedevil the uterus.' 'No appeasement
with placenta praevia.' ' Manual laceration qf the
cervix has no place in treatment.' ' Catch-as-catch
can 'application of forceps. Selected references are
given (a practice our own authors should adopt) and
most chapters have a forceful summary of views
expressed. Certain of these views are unacceptable
here ; the use of the Holmes packer for P.P.H.;
the use of a bag and the statement that Caesarean
section is chiefly performed for the sake of the child
in placenta praevia; the condemnation of anaes-
thesia for external version ; trial labour might be
more fully discussed. Other suggestions deserve
wider trial here ; intraduodenal feeding for hyper-
emesis, early rising after delivery, and the abandon-
ment of the vulval pad. The lists of hospital
nursing techniques seem pointless in a book of this
type.
The author's teaching is conservative, wise and

above all.without ambiguity. A book that can be
recommended to the general practitioner.

S.G.C.

RUTHIN CASTLE, NORTH WALES
A Clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of Internal Diseases (except Mental or Infectious Diseases). The

Clinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.
The surroundings are beautiful. The climate is mild. There is central heating throughout. The annual

rainfall is 30.5 inches, that is, less than the average for England.
The Fees are inclusive and vary according to the room occupied.

For particulars apply to THE SECRETARY, Ruthin Castle, North Wales.
Telegrams Castle, Ruthin. Telephone Ruthin 66
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