
BOOK REVIEWS
INJURIES TO THE KNEE JOINT

By I. S. SMILLIE, O.B.E., M.B., F.R.C.S.E., F.R.F.P.S.
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., Edinburgh. 1946. Price 35S.
net.
This is truly a magnificent book on the knee joint.

The X-ray reproductions and the other diagrams are
reproduced with excellent clarity. The reviewer-has not
found a single statement upon which to level any criticism.
This book should be in the possession of every surgeon.

CANCER OF THE SCROTUM IN RELATION TO
OCCUPATION

By S. A. HENRY, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H. Oxford
University Press. 2nd Edition, I946. Pp. 112. Price 15S.
This subject has excited attention since the time of

Percival Pott, who made references to it as long ago as
I775. Observations continued and experimental work
developed until in I932 Cook, Hieger and Hewett working
at the Royal Cancer Hospital (Free) announced that they
had isolated a powerful carcinogenic compound from coal
tar-3: 4-benzpyrene.

Dr. Henry has made a very complete study of this
interesting disease and delivered a Hunterian Lecture
embodying his findings in 1940. Since that time he has
collected more data and now it is all pubhshed in book
form. The author has succeeded in presenting a most
interesting and complete account of the disease. This has
entailed a great amount of work in the collection of such
a wealth of information. It is well that we in our genera-
tion record the details in connection with occupational
diseases; they will certainly be of interest to those who
will follow us.
An important section of the book deals with the time

necessary for the production of the primary growth and
an investigation was undertaken in cotton mule spinners,
who tend to remain in the same trade during the whole
or greater part of their working lives. The life-histories
of approximately 1,200 persons were studied going back
to I887. The author shows that the largest number of
cases occur about fifty years after commencing work.
The minimum time from starting work to the manifestation
of the disease was sixteen years.
The author considers the question whether a man

should transfer from the causal industry after treatment
of the growth and. he states there is no reason why he
should not be advised to remain in the trade in which the
disease originated.
The treatment of the disease is discussed together with

preventive measures and a full bibliography on the subject
is included in the book. This is an excellent up-to-date
treatise on a subject full of interest.

HOSPITAL CARE OF THE SURGICAL PATIENT
By GEORGE CRILE and F. L. SHIVELY (U.S.A.). Chas. C.
Thomas, Springfield, U.S.A. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox.
London. 1946. 2nd Edition. Price 14S.
The subject of the pre- and post-operative management

of the surgical patient has rightly occupied increasing
attention from the profession during recent years. It can
be stated that important advances have been made in
this branch of our work with marked benefit to the
patients. The aim of the surgeon must always be "to
make the patient fit for surgery." Important contribu-
tions to our work have been made by physiology and it is
becoming increasingly necessary for the surgeon to be
conversant with modern physiological principles. In the
past the surgeon reached his goal along the paths of
anatomy and pathology; in the future he must use physi-

ology as a lamp to lighten the disorders of function. It is
maintained that it is equally important for the surgeon
to be fully cognisant of the amount of blood a patient is
likely to lose during a given operation as to know the
relations and branches of the femoral artery.

This book-the second edition-has been completely
revised and enlarged by over one hundred pages. It is
divided into six main sections dealing respectively with
physiological principles, surgical complications, prepara-
tion for operation, post-operative care, the technique of
common hospital procedures and relations of the House
Officer. The first section is rightly devoted to the con-
sideration of such important subjects as water balance,
chloride balance, serum proteins, healing of wounds and
the chemotherapy of infections. All these matters want
the careful study of the House Officer. It is felt that
the treatment of protein deficiency should receive more
detailed explanation than that given and we are not happy
about the recommendation made regarding the use of
acacia. It must always be remembered that serious
reactions may follow the use of this substance.
The authors have deemed it wise to consider the subjects

of shock and burns. Surely both these subjects are so
important and big that separate consideration is preferable.
No attempt is made to differentiate the various varieties
of shock and this is unfortunate since one of the important
recent advances in the subject is the recognition that many
types of the syndrome exist. It is by the further analysis
of these definite types that further progress will be made.
We do not agree with the administration of adrenalin in
shock-vasoconstriction is already present.

In the section on post-operative care attention is called
to certain points. It is surprising to find that the authors
recommend pillows under the knees when a patient is in
the Fowler position; this is inadvisable as it may pre-
dispose to various thrombosis in the lower extremity.
Regarding the removal of T tubes or catheters in the
common bile duct surely the indication is when the bile
has become normal, liver function having recovered shown
by a normal amount of bile acids in the discharged bile.
After operations on the anus we find it unnecessary to
keep the patient constipated for four days and then give
an oil retention enema and castor oil by mouth.
The section on the technique of common hospital pro-

cedures is very useful. It would be helpful to include the
details of intra-medullary transfusion and infusion.
House Officers will find a great deal of useful information

in this book in the management of patients before and
after operation.

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
By R. Y. KEERS, M.D., F.R.C.P.S., B. G. RIGDEN,

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F. H. YOUNG, O.B.E., M.D.,
F.R.C.P. E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd., Edinburgh.
1945. Price 17S. 6d.
This is a good book. It is a convenient size, a reasonable

length and is eminently readable. It is well indexed and
is really up to date. A special word of praise is due to
the illustrations, in particular to the reproductions of
X-ray photographs. The diagrammatic interpretations
of the X-rays is well done and will be of very great assist-
ance to those who are not used to seeing chest X-rays every
day. Even the book marker is a new and useful idea-
it is an X-ray of a normal chest which is most useful for
comparison with the generous allowance of X-rays of
abnormal chests.
The sub-title of the book is "A Handbook for Students

and Practitioners." This is an under statement. The
knowledge contained therein is considerably more than
students are expected to know and much more than any
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