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ACUTE INJURIES OF THE HEAD

2nd edition
By G. F. ROWBOTTHAM. Published by E. & S. Living-

stone, Edinburgh. 1946. Price 30s. net.
The second edition of this book has made its appearance

within three years and this fact by itself is sufficient proof
of its popularity. It is a brilliant book and one which
should be read by both surgeon and physician. It deals
very conclusively with all forms of head injuries and dis-
cusses with clarity the pathology, anatomy and diagnosis
of injuries of the head. It is beautifully illustrated
throughout and is written with great simplicity and
directness. The format is extremely good and the pictures
simple yet explicit; indeed, many of the illustrations are
very beautiful. The publishers, too, are to be congratu-
lated on the production of a book which will for a long
time be considered one of the classics of neuro-surgery.

EXTENSILE EXPOSURE APPLIED TO LIMB
SURGERY

127 illustrations

By ARNOLD K. HENRY, M.B., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I. Pub-
lished by E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. (Sept., I945).
Price 3os. net.
This book lives up to the high standard which the pub-

lishers have set themselves, and the author is to be con-
gratulated upon presenting a text so full of wisdom and
illustrated by so many excellent figures. Many experi-
enced surgeons will read this book with profit, and
certainly all budding surgeons must read it. Post-
graduates will do well to mark well and inwardly digest it,
for this book of some 170 pages has within its covers much
that will help the everyday life of the would-be surgeon.
It is very highly recommended.

THE ELEMENTS OF MEDICAL TREATMENT
4th edition

By SIR ROBERT HUTCHISON, Bart. Bristol: John Wright
& Sons, Ltd. London: Simpkin Marshall (I94I), Ltd.,
I945. Price ios. 6d.
To review Hutchison's Elements of Mledical Treatment is

as presumptuous and unnecessary as to take the proverbial
ham-sandwich to the Lord Mayor's Banquet. Since its
first publication in 1926 this little manual has rapidly
become a medical classic and a best-seller. "Largely
designed to instruct the student in the fast disappearing
art of prescribing," though scrupulously revised and
thoroughly modernised-this edition contains a new
chapter on chemotherapy with a page devoted to penicillin
-its original purpose and scope remain unchanged.
Practical and sober in outlook, lucid and intimate in
presentation, the Elements, in addition to being indis-
pensable for reference, make delightful reading. They
bristle with aphorisms ("one must cut one's therapeutic
coat according to one's cloth") and abound in typical
Hutchisonian touches, such as recommending the novels
of Anthony Trollope as a suitable mental pabulum for
the patient with insomnia.

Dr. S. L. Simpson has rewritten Chapter XX on
Endocrine treatment, in which he briefly refers to the
synthetic oestrogens and to thiouracil.
There is a useful index (after "foam baths" "153"

should read "I73"), but we are disappointed in the
appearance of the title-page.

THE INFANT: A HANDBOOK OF MANAGEMENT
3rd edition

By W. J. PEARSON and A. G. WATKINS. H. K. Lewis &
Co., Ltd., London. I945. Price 4s.
We are really glad to welcome a third edition of this

deservedly popular handbook, which includes two new
sections: preventive inoculation and tables of vitamin
requirements, values and sources. Intended for "Infant
Welfare workers (lay as well as medical), house physicians,
medical students, pupil midwives, and last but not least,
the general practitioner," and containing "information of
a kind hitherto only available by selection from the
numerous large text-books on the subject," this little
manual remains concise, readable, and easy to refer to
despite the absence of an index.
We should be grieved if one day the Infant were to

grow into a bulkier size.

A COMPLETE OUTLINE OF FRACTURES
By J. GRENT BONNIN, M.D., B.S., F.R.C.S. 2nd edition.

Published by Wm. Heinemann (Medical Books) Limited,
London, I946.
This textbook on fractures is already well known, but

several chapters in the New Edition have been brought
up to date and the reader will find most useful the chapter
dealing with wounds and compound fractures, in which
the author has dealt at length with the newer antiseptics,
including penicillin. This book should certainly be in the
hands of all resident doctors handling fractures, though its
use by the senior members of the profession may be some-
what restricted by a certain incompleteness on difficult
points of treatment; the reviewer had a need recently for
guidance as to a particular line of treatment for a difficult
fracture, but on referring to the book found the advice
given was merely to operate. The diction also is rather
involved at times and needs careful following. The X-rays,
which are numerous, would perhaps have been reproduced
better if done on a shiny surface, but these defects are
remedied by the excellent line drawings which amply
illustrate the book.

THE PROBLEM OF LUPUS VULGARIS

By ROBERT AITKEN, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., F.R.C.E. E. & S.
Livingstone, Ltd. Pp. 66. Price I5s.
Dr. Aitken has written a most interesting and readable

little book about Lupus, well illustrated with many plates
in colour and black and white.
He explains in simple terms the evolution and method

of spread of the disease, and shows how the face is most
commonly affected, and how rarely the condition is
associated with phthisis, although more commonly with
bone and gland tuberculosis. He demonstrates that the
disease often begins in childhood or early adolescence-
indeed more than half the cases began during the child's
school life.
The chapter on aetiology establishes the tuberculous

nature of the disease and records cases of direct inoculation
with the tubercle bacillus, while that on treatment stresses
the importance of general treatment and explains amply
the classical destructive therapies. Dr. Aitken rightly
condemns the use of X-rays, but the reviewer's personal
experience with the hydnocarpate esters has been
satisfactory.
There is a detailed chapter on the use of ultra-violet

irradiation, explaining the reason for the author's strong
preference for the carbon-arc lamp, and a very interesting
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