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BOOK REVIEWS
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION AS

SEEN IN THE, FOOT

By F. WOOD JONES. Pp. iv and 330. 150 illus-
trations. Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, London.
1044. Price 25s.

This is a monograph written by one who will be
already familiar to many as the author of that
delightful masterpiece, The Principles of Anatomy
as seen in the Human Hand. One therefore reads it
with great expectations. It is difficult to repeat an
outstanding success,, and perhaps this work suffers
a little in comparison. It is an erudite treatise, and
shows a great width of research and scholarship, for
not only does it deal with a minute study of the
anatomical features of the structures of the foot and
their interdependence, on both of which function
depends, but it also covers comparative anatomy
and intra-uterine development, and there is a
delightful chapter on "The Foot and the Brain,"
which reveals some of those lighter touches familiar
to reade'rs of the previous work.

The introduction to chapter V is pleasing, an
example of what one might venture to call typical
Wood Jones' philosophy, in which he proclaims that
the big toe lacks a much needed champion, and
enters the lists in this capacity, but finishes the
chapter as the champion of the little toe!

Throughout the book one comes across little
gems of unexpected information, such as the
presence or absence of a tuft of hair on the big toe
as a criterion of the sex of its possessor. One of the
great merits of a monograph is that it reflects the
character and outlook of the author in contra-
distinction to a collection of articles on different
subjects by different authors, pruned of individual-
ism and blended together by an editor to make a
composite work. In this book we may even detect
little inconsistencies and human frailties now and
then as, for example, starting a sentence: "It is
unnecessary to add," and then adding a statement
which to the author may have seemed unnecessary,
but which most will consider not redundant; and
I fear at times, possibly with his tongue in his
cheek, he flatters the reader with the phrase "it will
be remembered" when dealing with some detail
the average reader will not remember, even if he
ever knew it. We gather that the author feels
strongly about the general confusion that exists in
regard to nomenclature. The fact that extension
and flexion are capable of each having an entirely
opposite meaning in different systems of nomen-
clature is sufficient example of such confusion. It
would be hard to imagine any anatomical point in
connection with the foot which cannot be found in
this work, which will appeal both to students of
anatomy and to surgeons alike, and will, it is safe
to predict, be regarded as an anatomical classic for
many years. In spite of war conditions, the book
is well produced, the type good, and the illustrations,
many and clear.

Why breathe
infeeted air?

"Coughs and sneezes spread diseases" by disseminating
streptococci, pneumococci, bacilli and viruses into the air

of enclosed rooms. Re-inhaled, these may cause anything
from the common cold to dangerous cross-infections and
post-operative complications. Yet just as vermin-borne
diseases have been brought under sanitary control, it has

now become feasible to check the spread of air-borne

disease by elimination of bacteria from the air itself.

The principles of ultra-violet air sanitation are the con-

tinuous and automatic destruction of air-borne germs in

enclosed rooms. They are explained in our brochure

"Air-borne Infection and Air Sanitation" (12 pages; fully
illustrated and annotated). A copy will readily be sent
on pre-payment of postage (id.).
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