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therapy) upon which she reported to the Medical Research Council in I938, two have remained
well and free from symptoms for eight years, and another died from intercurrent disease without
recurrence after remainingwell for three years. None of Miss Wood's cases, however, were operable,
so that it seems that treatment by irradiation has nearly always more to offer to the patient
than excision. Operation is clearly justifiable in early carefully selected cases, but these are
very few and are likely to remain so, and both from the point of view of palliation and possi-
bility of radical cure irradiation is far more frequently the method of choice.

Although little mention has been made of extension to lymphatic glands both in neck and
mediastinum, this is an important issue which always has to be taken into consideration in
planning either surgical or radiological treatment.
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BOOK REVIEWS

NATURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILD

By A. H. ROWLEY. 2nd Edition. E. & S. Living-
stone, Edinburgh. I943. Price 8s. 6d.
This is an excellent book for teachers, the intelli-

gent parent, and those working for the general
welfare of children. It sets out in a clear style the
normal reactions of a child at all ages to its environ-
ment and developing emotions. The lay-out of the
book makes it easy to consult on any specific age
period, and it should be a useful reference book.
The photographs, with which it is illustrated, are
charming.

ORTHOP.EDIC SURGERY

By WALTER MERCER. 3rd edition. Edward
Arnold & Co., London. I944. Price 45S.

This book, in a comparatively small space, con-
tains an immense amount of information, but the
necessary concentration makes it rather dull
reading. At times the author's arguments are hard
to follow; for example, he states that in the diagnosis
of a protusion of an intervertebral disc "lumbar
puncture is of value," but the only evidence of the
value produced is that "raising of the total protein
has been considered to be of diagnostic value, but
the figures given by authorities vary so widely that
its importance cannot be stressed," so one wonders
wherein the value lies.

In the operative procedures more detail is given
than is needed for a reader who desires to under-
stand the principle of the operation, but not enough
to enable a young surgeon to carry out the operation
with confidence. One feels a sense of disappoint-
ment in this book, it seems to fall between being
too big and yet not big enough.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF REGIONAL
ANATOMY

By E. B. JAMIESON. 5th Edition in seven sections
(also in bound volume). E. & S. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. I944. Price 75s. the complete set.
This wonderful collection of diagrams is unique,

and surpasses anything I have seen in the anatomical
atlases issued in other countries. It is true that the
illustrations are diagrams rather than exact pic-
tures, but this for the average student will increase
their usefulness.
The fact that a work of seven parts, containing

over 300 coloured plates, has reached its fifth
edition so quickly, is sufficient proof of its popu-
larity, as well as of the energy of its author and the
enterprise of the publishers.

Illustrations which were not coloured or only
partly coloured in previous editions have now
received their full dress of colour; otherwise the
only alteration is a minor re-arrangement by trans-
ferring one diagram from one part to another, and
the addition of a very useful diagram in colour of
the Anal and Urogenital Triangles in the Female.
Not only will this work be of the greatest help

and use to students, but it will prove a very handy
book of reference to those who practise surgery.

VADE MECUM OF MEDICAL
TREATMENT

By W. GORDON SEARS. 4th Edition. Edward
Arnold & Co., London. I943. Price los. 6d. net.
This handbook is a reliable guide to the various

treatments which can be recommended for the
commoner medical ailments, including eye and ear
conditions. It has been well brought up to date;
and is enriched with numerous prescriptions, thus
increasing its usefulness to senior students and
junior practitioners. There are also diet tables for
diabetes and obesity. The arrangement is alpha-
betical, and there is an index.

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.20.227.297 on 1 O

ctober 1944. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

