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BOOK REVIEWS
NOTABLE NAMES IN MEDICINE AND

SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., and W. J. BISHOP,

F.L.A. H. K. Lewis & Co., London, 1944.
Crown 8vo. (illus.), pp. 202. Price I5S. net.
The history of medicine, fascinating though it be

to those of our profession who have leisure and
inclination for the more scholastic aspects of their
vocation, has but a limited appeal to the majority
of busy and perhaps overworked practitioners. This
is partly the fault of the authors of most works on
this subject, who, since they are mostly of somewhat
academic type, often fail to appreciate the diffi-
culties of the average reader. As a consequence of
this many have grown up in their medical careers
with little or no knowledge of the personal lives
and human aspects of those great men in the medical
world to whose achievements the practitioner owes
so much and whose contribution to the science and
art of medicine has indeed been largely the outcome
of their own remarkable personalities.

It is doubtless from a recognition of this gap in
the system of medical education that the authors of
this fascinating little book have set themselves to
present, in most convenient form, a short and
withal inclusive account of the lives of a number of
great clinicians and scientists whose names are on
every medical student's lips, despite the distressing
ignorance to which he must often plead guilty of
the very essence of their life and work.
We have had the privilege of reviewing many books

for the POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL-never
before has this task given us occasion for so much
pleasure and enthusiasm. This book supplies a real
need. It is admirably written and beautifully illus-
trated. It can be carried easily in the pocket and
read conveniently bit by bit at odd times, without
consciousness of effort, and with a deep sense of
satisfaction. The selection of illustrations is parti-
cularly apt and original. Side by side with a portrait
of the great man the authors have introduced a
clear and simple anatomical diagram or a picture of
some surgical instrument, as the case may be, thus
arresting the reader's attention by a graphic
association between the individual genius and the
particular work with which his name is connected.
The whole method of presentation of the subject

is characteristic of the born teacher, and Mr.
Hamilton Bailey's reputation in this respect could
hardly be better exemplified. The wealth of bio-
graphical information that appears in these pages is
remarkable, and herein we can discern Mr. Bishop's
wide acqulaintance with medical literature born of
his long association with the great libraries of the
Royal College of Physicians and the Royal Society
of Medicine. The format of the book is attractive,
the reproductions are clear, the print is easy to read.
Both the authors and the publishers deserve the
warmest congratulation on the production of this
little gem of medical literature.
We venture to add just one constructive sugges-

tion. If, as we hope and believe will be the case, the
demand for this work results in its perpetuation in
reprints or new editions, we think the addition at
the end of each biography of a few main references
would be acceptable and of no little assistance to
those readers (and there may be many), who are
encouraged to pursue their biographical studies in
greater detail.

VARICOSE VEINS, HAEMORRHOIDS, AND
OTHER CONDITIONS. THEIR TREAT-
MENT BY INJECTION

By R. ROWDEN FOOTE. H. K. Lewis, I944. Price
I2S. 6d.

This manual, small enough to be easily digested
but large enough to give a wealth of practical infor-
mation, should prove most useful to all practitioners
and not a few surgeons. Without doubt many sur-
geons will look with disfavour on some of Dr. Foote's
staLements, but to the practitioner, whose armoury's
main weapons are the syringe and needle, the advice
offered will help enormously in the general everyday
work of the practice. Dr. Foote has gained his experi-
ence from the treatment of several thousand cases
at his injection clinic, and therefore his therapeutic
meaures must be assessed on their results. These
are excellent in bis hands; his methods are therefore
to be commended to the practitioner who will follow
the author's suggestions.

This book is essentially practical and is well illus-
trated throughout. After a short historical survey
the author describes in detail the various tests so,
easily carried out in the consulting room, which are
of great value in assessing the types of case suitable
for injection and/or surgery. He then discusses
with lucidity the debatable topic " surgery v. injec-
tion therapy." He stresses that, given good tech-
nique and correct selection of cases, injection therapy
has a most definite and useful phase in the treatment
of varicose veins, haemorrhoids and other con-
ditions.

Choice of sclerosing agents is next reviewed and
the danger of anaphylaxis attendant upon the use
of sodium morrhuate stressed. The value of test
doses is urged and then the various techniques of
empty vein and twin injections discussed and well
illustrated. Next the ambulatory treatment of the
injection of veins is advised and the danger of
embolism following injections and rest pointed out.

The surgical aspect of varicose vein treatment is
written by Rodney Maingot and well illustrated.
The necessity of the patient being operated upon in
l3ospital and not as an out-patient is important
and, especially in these days of hospital bed shortage,
should be noted.

Varicose ulcers are next described, together with
suggestions regarding their treatment. The Unna
and icthyol bandage does not, however, receive
as much prominence as it should as a therapeutic
agent.

The cbapter dealing with the injecrion of haemor-
rboids is excellent, and the various technical details
should be well remarked. Especially noteworthy is
the illustration, albeit diagrammatic, of the site of
election for the injection.

The book is very well reproduced and has a good
format. The only unfortunate error is on p. IO9
in the prescription for the St. Mark's Hospital lotion
of value in pruritis ani. The glycerine and rose-
water doses should read minims and not ounces.

The book fills a nrost useful place in any doctor's
library and is of rare practical value.
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