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Examination of Blood for Rhesus Factor and other blood groups.
A number of couples, where the wife has had repeated miscarriages, have been examined

for this factor. Incompatibility between husband and wife has not yet been found in cases
of very early miscarriage. But in cases when the foetus dies at the fourth month or later Rhesus
incompatibility has been found on several occasions.

Results
Of the 336 women comprising the infertile group here discussed, IO9 have conceived on one

or more occasions since their first visit. Those pregnancies that have terminated have done
so as follows:

64 Live births (3 of these the result of artificial insemination from donors).
4 Still births.

33 Miscarriages.
36 are at present pregnant.

BOOK REVIEWS
THE ESSENTIALS OF MODERN

SURGERY
By R. M. HANDFIELD-JONES and A. E. PORRITT,
2nd edition. E. & S. Livingstone, Edinburgh.
1943. Price 40S.

This well-known book, first published in I938
and since reprinted in I940, has been revised under
considerable -difficulties owing to one co-editor being
on active service.

There is a tendency in a book of this character
to aim at comprehensiveness to an undue degree,
and so we find descriptions of such rare conditions
as plague, yaws, blasto-mycosis, and madura foot;
whereas a few words on scabies and secondary
infection, and ringworm of the groins and toes.
would be more useful to the average reader.
Similarly, there is the usual chapter on anaesthetics,
illustrated from instrument catalogues, of little
instructive value; those types of anaesthetic likely
to be used by the surgeon himself, such as local or
spinal anaesthetic, are very briefly referred to.

In the chapter on burns the authors do not
appear to have recognised the latest tendencies in
treatment. That on shock and resuscitation is
good, though the reviewer was disappointed in his
hope of learning how a B.L.B. mask works, and
how fast one runs oxygen, etc. Alas, he remains
as ignorant as before, though he looked it up in each
of the three places where reference to this treatment
is made. Moreover, the excuse that experience
alone teaches, might refer to most of the subjects
dealt with.
The chapter on septic hands and that on venereal

diseases are both of outstanding merit, and of
themselves would warrant the purchase of this book.
The segregation of venereal diseases no doubt has

advantages, but one result is that the average
medical student knows little about them, and the
fact that none of his examiners nowadays has any
recent experience of the treatment of these condi-
tions means that they rarely matter in examina-
tions, but to the young surgeon at sea or in distant
lands these subjects may be of the greatest import-
ance, and to every young service medical officer
this chapter should be of the greatest help with its
lucid descriptions and practical recommendations
regarding treatment.

As one would expect, a book compiled by fifteen
contributors, must contain some contradictory
statements-thus, on p. 852 ligature of the angular
vein is recommended, whereas on p. 233 occurs
the dogmatic statement "Ligature of the angular
vein is quite futile." A rather disturbingly in-
tolerant statement by an examiner in surgery.
The book is well produced and easily readable,

to a degree unusual in a work of this type. Miss
Anna Zinkeisen has contributed some delightful
coloured illustrations, the artistic merit of which far
outweighs their limited didactic value.

This book provides an amazing amount of
information on a very wide range of subjects, and
should prove a most useful book to all medical
students, as well as an extremely usefutf book of
reference to those whose undergraduate days are
being left behind by an ever widening gap; such
men should look at the dates of their present books
of reference from time to time. It will come as a
shock to many to find their most up-to-date work
on surgery was produced ten to twenty years ago,
though in their minds it "only seems the other
day" when they bought it. To such, Handfield-
Jones and Porritt have produced the necessary
remedy.

FRACTURES AND JOINT INJURIES

By R. WATSON-JONES. 3rd edition. Vol. II.
E. & S. Livingstone, Edinburgh, I943. Price
75s. per set of two volumes.
Volume II is now available, and fulfils the expecta-

tions created by Volume I, which appeared some
months ago, and of which a review has already
appeared.
The production of this book is quite amazing in war-

time. The quality of the paperand print, andthenew
coloured illustrations, as well as the excellent repro-
duction of X-ray photographs, fills one with admira-
tion. Thisvolume isnumbered consecutivelywithVol-
ume I, and consists of 513 pages devoted to subject
matter. It is stated on the book jacket that there
are "745 photographs, X-rays and diagrams, many
of which are in colour." This will give some idea
of the lavish way in which this work is produced.
Some feel that a review should be a criticism and

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.20.225.246 on 1 A

ugust 1944. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

