
EDITORIAL

It being January, we hasten to extend to all readers our best wishes for the coming year.
We think this is a good opportunity.for pausing awhile to reflect on a few random topics.

During the past year minor changes have been made from time to time in the JOURNAL'S
format. 'A great variety of subjects have been chosen, and their presentation has been made
as attractive as possible, illustrations being used whenever feasible. The success of these efforts
is measured by the number of new members whom we have welcomed each month.

But one is handicapped in this work by the exigencies of war with its acute medical man-
power shortage. Ideally each issue should contain original papers, advanced teaching articles,
together with readable refresher papers covering a wide range of subjects. Perhaps one day
we shall attain this ideal. The first volume of Practicalities which ended in April last was,
in spite of certain typographical errors, well received. It is hoped that at some later date this
series will be continued and expanded to cover many other subjects.

It is a matter of some concern to us that the JOURNAL is rarely published before the third
week of the month or, much worse, before the end of the month. There is no one factor fault.
Occasionally the editorial side is to blame; sometimes an author; sometimes the printer; but
usually the bureaucratic control of H.M. Stationery Office is the cause. Thus is it that often all
the printers' private work is ordered to cease immediately so that reams of official papers can
be despatched. With such a state of affairs in mind we proffer our apologies.

To the many authors who have written such excellent articles in the past year we express
our grateful thanks. To the very few would-be authors who promised but forgot, we tender
our glowing appreciation.

To the new Minister of Health we offer our congratulations. We wish him good luck in
his manifold tasks., (Apparently, the late Minister prefers to study Welsh!) We reserve all
laudatory comment on the coming White Paper whose tardy appearance will, we hope, be
nevertheless graceful.

To the voluntary hospital system we offer our best wishes for a long and happy life, with
the earnest hope that it may always maintain its independence. May its basic principles be
followed by all other medical organisations.

To our colleagues in the Services we offer our grateful thanks for the job they have done
and the way they have done it, and we look forward to welcoming them home in the very near
future. Let us hope that the dictum "it's grand, the service comes before the patient !", which
we heard with astonished ears not so very long ago, will only be a passing phase in the mind
and manners of a very small minority.

And so, having offered our salutations, we look forward to the coming editorial Near and
hope that the many subjects which we have chosen will prove both interesting and stimulating.
We shall continue to take one central theme each month and try to present different aspects
of that subject. Such articles will always be supported whenever possible by other articles.
In this way we hope to cater for the many differing tastes of our members.

This number contains three articles on different aspects of the blood agglutinins and agglu-
tinogens, and these are supported by an article by ELLMAN contrasting two of the most important
economic diseases from which man can suffer-tuberculosis and rheumatoid disease. We think
that there may be some similarities in the pathogenesis of these diseases, but we cannot accept
some of the aetiological factors mentioned in this article as having any bearing on the rheumatoid
disease process. It would be instructive to carry out the same survey, as did the Almoner
at the Rheumatic Clinic, on any IOO hospital patients suffering from any or many other diseases.

That individuals are born with a definite predisposition to either of these diseases (and others)
there can be no doubt. We know the nature of the infecting agent in tuberculosis, but of its
nature in rheumatoid disease we are at present in complete ignorance. Without demur, it is
a generalised systemic disease with a very definite 'age and sex proclivity. There is no such
parallelism, however, in tuberculosis. Is it that in the rheumatoid disease the primary fault
lies in the soil, e.g. a familial inheritance, or is it in the seed? If the latter, there is much to be
explained. Explanation can only be given after much thought.' This article should provoke
thought and perhaps controversy.

Next month the subject of gall-bladder disease will be dealt with from its diagnostic, surgical
and anaesthetic aspects. In March, a series on meningoencephalitis will be published.
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