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In connexion with the Bethlem Royal Hospital
a diploma course is held from the beginning of
September for three months. Entrants for the
course who pay a composition fee of la5 guineas
may, if due preliminary notice is given, attend
either Part A or Part B of one course and postpone
taking the remaining course until the next session.
The fee for one part only is 10 guineas. Tickets
for this course are issued by the Fellowship of
Medicine, which can also supply copies of the
prospectus and time-table.
From Sept. 12th to Oct. 1st the Royal

Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital Staff will provide
a special course in Ophthalmology. Clinical
instruction will be given daily at 2 P,M., followed by
operations at 3 P.M., and in addition three times
a week special demonstrations on Chronic Glaucoma.
Some common affections of the Eye and Examina-
tion of the Eye will be provided at 5 P.M. by the
members of the Staff.
The Queen's Hospital for Children will provide

an all-day course from Sept. 12th to the 24th. The
chief feature at this hospital is the showing of
cases rather than formal lectures. There is an
abundance of medical and surgical material, as
there are nearly 200 out-patients daily. Simple lunch
and tea are kindly provided by the authorities.
The honorary staff of the Royal National

Orthopaedic Hospital have consented to give a
course from Sept. 19th to Oct. 1st. Lecture-
demonstrations are arranged throughout the week
on the various deformities and disabilities of this
particular branch of surgery, and the entire clinical
practice of the hospital is open to those enrolling
for the course. The syllabus, which is very
attractive, includes a visit to Brockley Hill Country
Hospital, where opportunities are afforded for
seeing cases of surgical tuberculosis.

For the Panel Practitioner and others desirous of
" brushing-up " their knowledge of medicine and
surgery the Westminster Hospital will undertake
an intensive course from Sept. 19th to Oct. 1st.
The sessions are from 10.30 A.M. to 5.30 P.M. each
day-Saturdays, mornings only, and the work
provided will include instruction in general medicine,
surgery, ophthalmology, laryngology, &c.. A visit
will be made to two mental institutions connected
with the hospital.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.
The Fellowship of Medicine has arranged the

following special courses for October: Cardiology ; 1
Diseases of Children; Antenatal; Diseases of
the Throat, Nose, and Ear; Gynaecology; Oph-
thalmology, and Tropical Medicine.
The National Hospital, Queen-square, will hold

a two months' course from Oct. 3rd to Nov. 25th,
consisting of clinical lectures and demonstrations,
teaching in the out-patient department, and lectures
on the anatomy and physiology of the nervous
system. Copies of the syllabus may be obtained
from the Fellowship Office, 1, Wimpole-street.

1 Course is limited to an entry of 16.

The Fellowship of Medicine announces that it
has arranged for the winter session an interesting
series of lectures on Practical Hints on Medicine,
Surgery, and Allied Specialities. Special demonstra-
tions in Medicine, Surgery, and Ophthalmology will
be resumed from October onwards, and detailed
programmes will be sent on request.

Reviews
SOCIAL FACTORS IN MEDICAL PROGRESS.

By BERNHARD J. STERN. New York: Columbia
University Press. 1927. Pp. 136. Price $2.25.
THE Columbia University Press has for some time been

publishing a series of studies in History, Economics, and
Public Law. If the others are as interesting as this the
series must be well worth reading. The book under
review sets out to analyse the causes of opposition to
medical discoveries. That such opposition exists there can be
no doubt, and it is painful to have to confess that human
nature is so perverse and acts as such a powerful deterrent
to progress in science. It makes sad reading to peruse the
chapters on the opposition to dissection, to the theory of
the circulation of the blood, to the theory of percussion,
to vaccination, to Holmes and Semmelweis, to Pasteur,
to antisepsis and to asepsis. The author takes these as
illustrations of his thesis; he could easily have added others
had it been necessary for his purpose-for example, the
opposition to Laennec. The pity of it is that even the
best minds are not free from foolish opposition. The great
Virchow declined to see anything in Charcot's ataxic joint
symptoms; he held to the duality of tuberculosis, he
opposed the Darwinian theory and the new views of
Behring and Koch about toxins, and antitoxins were not
acceptable to him. When we read this book and see the
numberless instances of blind refusal to see truth we
become almost ashamed of the human race.
The author regards the chief factors which hinder the

diffusion of knowledge to be vested interest, the power of
tradition, and the reverence for authority. Really, some-
times we feel inclined to add mere perverseness. Most of
the factors which are enumerated as having acted in the
past as stifling the knowledge of discoveries are still with
us except perhaps, in this country, the authority of the
Church. But every right-thinking person desires to avoid
them, and the best way to avoid them is to read this
admirable book.

AN X-RAY ATLAS OF THE NORMAL AND ABNORMAL
STRUCTURES OF THE BODY.

By ARCHIBALD MCKENDRICK, F.R.C.S. Edin., D.P.H.,
F.R.S.E., and CHARLES R. WHITTAKER, F.R.C.S. Edin.,
F.R.S.E. Second edition, revised and enlarged.
Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone. 1927. Pp. 256.
Figs. 448. Royal 8vo. 30s. net, postage 9d.

THIS atlas includes a series of radiograms illustrating the
normal and abnormal structures of the body and its
common injuries and diseases. For example, 60 radiograms
are devoted to the normal joints of the limbs; then follow
about a hundred on fractures and dislocations; next a
series on tuberculous and other diseases of bone, followed
by affections of the head and neck, odontoma, teeth,
sinuses, diseased condition of the abdomen, ulcerations
and neoplasms of stomach and duodenum, and gall-
bladder conditions, visceroptosis, diverticulitis, renal
calculi, hydronephrosis, ending with diseases of the thorax
(including a series of lipiodol injections of the bronchi)
and diseases of the spine. For those practitioners who have
not access to actual negatives of radiograms of diseased
conditions and are unable to be present at screen examina-
tions an atlas such as this (which seems to us anl excellent
one) is all but indispensable. In several cases where the
radiograms are difficult of interpretation key diagrams are
provided. We confidently recommend this atlas to the
attention of our readers.
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