
94 REVIEWS.-EDITORIAL NOTES.

a plain mirror with dull illumination. When the
eye is moved in any direction and then brought to
a standstill the bodies can be seen to float across
the field of vision. After this other confirmatory
signs should be looked for, such as white
cedematous areas in the fundus, indicating acute
choroiditis, or keratic precipitates (K.P.) in the case
of cyclitis. Hmemorrhages are usually coarse in
appearance and dark in colour. In all these cases
the vision is generally below the normal, and
sometimes to a considerable extent.
The large majority of floating bodies are due

either to entoptic phenomena, or to small fibrinous
deposits of so minute a character as to be invisible
by ophthalmoscopic examination, and yet owing
to their proximity to the retina of the patient are
therefore magnified and distinctly visible to them.
Under no circumstances must we say that the
bodies are non-existent, but if we find the vision
perfectly normal, we can give a favourable prog-
nosis, and inform our patients that there is no
need to worry about them, unless the vision is
interfered with, and that in time they will learn to
ignore them.

Reviews
ANABOLIN IN HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

The Hepatic Principle, Anabolin, Detoxication by the
Liver and the Control of Functional Hypertension.
By II. R. HARROWER, M.D. London: Bailliere, Tindall
and Cox. 1927. Pp. xii. + 147. 10s. 6d.

OUR forefathers did not pay much attention to high
blood pressure, for they had no convenient instrument for
estimating it, but now the laity as well as doctors talk
about it. A patient is satisfied if he is told he is suffering
from blood pressure, but, quite apart from this popular
aspect, the pressure!of the blood in the arteries is of profound
interest to physicians and physiologists. How does it
come about that as years advance it rises ? Is it a good
thing that it should rise ? What are the dangers of this
'increase ? What are the effects of it, is it desirable to
control it, and if so, how can this be done ?

Dr. Harrower's little book is concerned chiefly with the
questions at the end of this list. He insists on the import-
ance of the internal secretion of the liver, especially that
part of it which acts as a detoxicating agent, and he
believes that he has discovered a substance which he calls
anabolin which can be extracted from the liver; this he
claims is neither histamine nor choline, nor a mixture
of them. He claims that anabolin will lower high blood
pressure in man. His investigations have reached the
stage at which we must wait and see if they are confirmed
by others. We know that many doctors are giving
hepatic extract for cases of hypertension and that some
claim a great benefit for this treatment.

Clearly anyone wishing to learn about this new drug
cannot do better than consult this book by Dr. Harrower,
the author of what may turn out to be a new and most
important chapter in physiology and therapeutics.

Our publisher desires that readers of the
JOURNAL should be informed that it would be
possible to supply covers for binding the numbers
for the year if there is a reasonably large demand
for such.

EDITORIAL NOTES
THE attention of our readers is particularly

directed to the contribution of Sir ARTHUR ROBIN-
SON, First Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Health, on " Our Duty to Our Colonial Visitors,"
printed at the beginning of our current number.

SirARTHUR ROBINSON, as will be generally known,
is one of the " lay " members of the Departmental
Committee on Post-graduate Education sitting
at the present time under the presidency of
Mr. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN, Minister of Health,
and as such his communication will be read with
the greatest interest.
We are more than glad to be able to publish

it as representing the gist of the address he recently
gave on Jan. 31st under that title at the Post-
Graduate Hostel. It is to be welcomed for several
reasons, among others because it gives a historical
account of the evolution of the organisation
known as the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, of which Dr. ANDREW BALFOUR
is the first director; further, and especially because
it foreshadows the moving principles of the
Committee in relation to the wider post-graduate-
teaching, of which, it is hoped, we may learn
more in the near future. As would be anticipated,
we desire to withhold any comment until the
complete plan of recommendations is in the
possession of the Fellowship of Medicine.

As will be known to many of our readers,
two cottages for recovered tuberculosis patients
are to be erected and prepared at the Cambridge-
shire Tuberculosis Colony at Papworth as a
memorial to its late President, Sir Thomas Clifford
Allbutt. It is stated that they will be chosen
from among those who could not, under ordinary
circumstances, support themselves and their
families. This scheme will make a moving appeal
to the believers in the colony system of the after-
care of tuberculous patients as well as to the host
of admirers of the late Prof. Sir Clifford Allbutt..
It is intended that the cottages shall be ready for
occupation in the coming summer. Any of our
readers who are moved to contribute to the Fund
should send their donations, small or large, to
MIrs. MARCUS DIMSDALE, Papworth Hall, Cambridge.

As showing how the medical post-graduate
idea is spreading throughout the English-speaking
world, we are glad to give the following infor-
mation, quoted from The Medical Journal of
Australia, recounting the work done in 1926
through the Permanent Post-Graduate Committee
of Melbourne which was founded by its branch
of the British Medical Association in 1920. In
June ten practitioners entered into residence at
the Women's Hospital for two-weeks when lectures,
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