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EDITORIAL

Petrol
Some weeks ago a Justice of the Peace remarked upon the advisability of the issue of petrol

to doctors not only for their essential work, but also for their essential leisure. Most of us are
working a minimum of six whole days a week, and many seven days, together with much night
work. Have we a justifiable case to be allowed to use our issue of petrol for the purpose of
partaking of a little leisure? It is an important question.

Petrol must be brought to this country at the risk of sailors' lives. Most of the rubber
supply of the world is temporarily in enemy hands. Lubricating oil is precious to the war
effort. Many persons other than doctors are working six or seven days a week. Many persons
are summoned each month for the misuse of their petrol issue. Many more have no issue of
petrol at all; their cars are disembowelled, stripped of tyres and shrouded in dust-sheets. Such
are the objections which can be fairly raised against us in our demand for an extra petrol allow-
ance to be used, "without any question being asked." Have we an adequate answer?

The number of doctors in active practice has been greatly reduced by the calls of the
Services upon us; and the profession has responded well to these calls. Those of us left, whether
practitioners, consultants, or public health officers are doing not only our own work but also
that of our absent colleagues. And by the nature of our calling, we are all key specialist workers.
The newly-qualified man, unless exempt on medical grounds, automatically enters the Service,
and therefore does not enter into the problem of the civilian petrol allowance. The ranks of
the remaining civilian practitioners are becoming smaller all the time, due to illness, death,
enlistment, or other acts of war. As our numbers decrease so does our work increase; so do the
essential, often urgent, calls upon us. The time is coming, or has already arrived, at which
not one of us can leave our house for even an hour with an easy conscience. We are rapidly
approaching a twenty-four hour a day, seven day-a-week service. No trade union, even under
the stress of war, would allow its members such continuous working hours; especially when the
job to be done is so responsible, and must be carried out efficiently. No man can be an auto-
maton. Furthermore, one of the strongest bonds between patient and doctor is the feeling of
security which the patient has, knowing as he does that his call will be answered promptly and
cheerfully.

These several reasons are strong ones by themselves, and should help us to win our case.
Comparison of the misuse of petrol by the Services is odious. Suffice it to say that if the wastage
of petrol which took place during one particular military operation was generally known there
would be a public outcry. And this was no exceptional case.

The profession as a whole is fully conscious of its duty to the country; abuses of our present
petrol issue are few and far between; those against whom successful 'prosecutions have been
brought have not usually committed much more than technical offences. Everybody recognises
the right of every man to some relaxation. One has seen high-ranking Service officials taking
their leisure, albeit at the end of the telephone, with a car in nearby attendance so that urgent
calls may be quickly answered. We do not ask for a chauffeuse; we merely ask for a little
latitude and discrimination because of our particular task.
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Post-Graduate News
Courses of instruction in medical and surgical subjects are arranged from time to time as

the opportunity occurs, and may be attended by any medical practitioner, though a slightly
higher fee is payable by those who are not Members of the Fellowship of Medicine. Detailed
syllabuses of each course are prepared as soon as possible, and if post-graduates will notify
the Fellowship of Medicine (I, Wimpole Street, London, W.I) of the subjects in which they are
interested, their names will be entered on the appropriate mailing lists to receive copies, without
charge, when published.
CARDIOLOGY

National Heart Hospital, Westmoreland Street, W.1
Out-patients clinics every Tuesday and Wednesday at Io a.m. Tickets can be obtained

from the Fellowship of Medicine, price 25s. for IO attendances, or 2s. 6d. for single
attendances.
ANAESTHETICS

OXFORD: Department of Anaesthetics, Radcliffe Infirmary
Professor R. R. MACINTOSH, D.M., F.R.C.S., D.A.; First Assistant: WILLIAM W. MUSHIN,

M.B., B.S., D.A.
Tuition is available for any period from one week upwards, consisting of as much teaching

as the ordinary hospital routine will permit. Only two post-graduates may attend at any one
time. Fee, Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £3 3s. od. for one week, and £2 2s. od. for
each consecutive week after the first; to non-Members, £3 I3s. 6d. for one week, and £2 2s. od.
for each consecutive week after the first. Occasional Intensive Revision Courses each of two
weeks' duration, are given during the year, and while these Courses are in progress the above-
mentioned tuition will be suspended. Applications must be made to the Fellowship of
Medicine, not to the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford.

LONDON: Revision courses of two weeks' duration,,are arranged from time to time.
Lectures every afternoon at the Royal Cancer Hospital; practical demonstrations every
morning at various general and special London hospitals. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship
of Medicine, £7 I7S. 6d.; to non-Members, £8 8s. od.

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Only qualified medical practitioners may become Members or Associates of the Fellowship
of Medicine. The subscription rate, dating from the month of joining, and including the POST-
GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL, are as follows:

MEMBERS: LI IS. od. per annum.
ASSOCIATES: I5S. per annum.

Members and Associates are entitled to pay lower fees for attendance at Courses of instruc-
tion arranged by the Fellowship of Medicine. (Associates are members of Medical Societies
affiliated to the Fellowship of Medicine-a list of these Societies may be obtained on application
to the Fellowship.)

The subscription rate to the POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL for practitioners resident
overseas is I2S. per annum, post free, and this rate is also payable during the war by any prac-
titioner serving with H.M. Forces, whether at home or abroad. Subscribers at this rate are
not entitled to pay the lower fees, quoted to Members and Associates, for attendance at Courses
of instruction.

Name ..............................................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................................
. .....................................................Telephone No. (if any) ...................

Permanent Address (if different from above)
......................................................................................................................................ooooooo.oo oo

Medical Qualification and University or Medical School ...................................
APRIL, I943.
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