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SIR WILLIAM ARBUTHNOT LANE. Bart., C.B., M.S., F.R.C.S.

It is with great regret that we have to record the death on January I6th of Sir William
Arbuthnot Lane in his 87th year.

Sir Arbuthnot was one of our original founders, in company with the late Sir StClair
Thomson and the late Sir John Macalister. By the energy and initiative of these three
men the aim of Sir William Osler to establish a centre for the provision of post-graduate
education and study in this country was brought to fruition, and the Fellowship of
Medicine was founded shortly after the Armistice of I918.
The story of the growth of the Fellowship and the steady development of its activities

is doubtless well known to most of our older Members and regular readers of the Journal,
but it is, perhaps, only the few who are aware of the part which Sir Arbuthnot has played
in its inception and of the everlasting debt which the Fellowship owes to his genius and
determination. At the first meeting he was appointed Honorary Secretary, and continued
in this post after the amalgamation of the Fellowship of Medicine and the Post-Graduate
Medical Association in July I919, until he was elected President in I923. He served
in this office until 1927, when he vacated the Presidential Chair, but continued as a

Vice-President to take a lively interest in the affairs of the Fellowship until his death.
The above brief account is but an outline of our late Founder's activities on our behalf.

Only those few who were privileged to come into close contact with him and to realise
by such contact something of the magic of his remarkable personality can appreciate
what his interest and devotion have meant, not only to our success, but indeed to our
very existence. The best testimony to this is to be found in the tributes of those who were
associated with him as colleagues in the profession, as personal friends, and, perhaps
most of all, as pupils in his own medical school. Like all pioneers, he was not content
to tread the well-worn paths of accepted tradition, and this not infrequently brought
him, in common with many other distinguished and original minds, into conflict with
the conventional pundits of his time. Nevertheless, his driving force and determination
were universally recognised, even by those with whom he came into conflict, as great
men must with their contemporaries, and his power of inspiration, which fostered in so

many the priceless quality of enthusiasm, was acknowledged without reserve by all
who really knew him.

This personal gift of Lane's still radiated from his presence, even in the twilight of
his life, when physical powers began to fail and the tired body to yearn for its rest. The
writer who had occasion often to meet him unofficially in the office of the Fellowship,
where Lane was a welcome visitor in his latter days, has been fortunate in the opportunity
thus given to feel the charm of that presence, and to understand something of the power
that helped to build and maintain the Fellowship of Medicine, which desires to pay
its last tribute to one of its most distinguished authors and leaders.

SIR STCLAIR THOMPSON, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S.

It is with much regret that we have also to record the death on January 28th of Sir
StClair Thompson. As recounted above, Sir StClair was one of the original founders of tile
Fellowship of Medicine and Post Graduate Medical Association and for many years was

closely connected with its work, in which he took a lively interest.
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