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REVIEWS
ARCHITECTURAL PRINCIPLES IN

ARTHRODESIS
By H. A. BRITTAIN, M.A., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. With

a Foreword by HARRY PLATT, M.D., M.S.,
F.R.C.S. E. and S. Livingstone, Edinburgh,
I942. Price 2IS. net.

A monograph by a specialist for specialists, on
arthrodesis of the joints of the body. It describes
an operation called ischio-femoral arthrodesis which
may well become the standard operation for arthro-
desis of the hip-no mean achievement. One
wonders whether the term 'ischio-femoral' is
accurately descriptive, as the inner end of the graft
in some of the radiographs appears to have pierced
the ascending ramus of the pubis near the aceta-
bulum end in others the os innominatum near the
acetabulum. Figure 56 actually shows the graft
fused to the body of the pubis.

Succeeding chapters are devoted to arthrodesis of
other joints of the body and that on the shoulder
merits more than passing attention. The scapulo-
humeral operation will find for itself a place in the
surgery of the future. The same, however, cannot
be said for the operation on the wrist which appears
to be involved and unnecessarily complicated as is
that for arthrodesis of the joints of the fingers.

In a treatise of this nature it is very surprising to
find a chapter only four pages long on the "indica-
tions for arthrodesis" which is elementary in nature
and is composed of material which might well be
taught to students, taking a pass examination in
surgery.

In view of the criticism of the modern orthopaedic
surgeon which is prevalent in England-that he
may be a good carpenter but is a poor physician-
one might have expected the author to elaborate in
great detail the indications for an operation, the
description of which forms the basis of the book,
and which, if it is successful, is a major procedure.
For the patient must spend months in plaster,
months in recuperation and at the best, has a stiff
limb. But if it fails, he must live the life of a
cripple.
The book contains one hundred and forty-four

beautiful illustrations. It should be read by all
practising orthopaedic surgeons, for it contains
original thought and a detailed description of at
least two operations which will probably supersede
those commonly performed to-day.

GYNAECOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
By J. LYLE CAMERON. Oxford University Press.

I94I. Price 2IS.
This book presents in a clear and concise manner

the technique of gynaecological operations and it is
divided into five main parts. In the first part the
author deals with the pre-operative management of
the patient. In the second part he describes
operations on the vulva, in the third part vaginal
operations, in the fourth, part cervical operations,
and in the fifth part abdominal gynaecological
operations.

Regarding carcinoma of the vulva, it is stated
that the glands in both groins should always be
removed. We are of the opinion that the glands
should always be treated, but opinion differs as to
whether radiotherapy or surgical excision should

be carried out. In the section dealing with sub-
tQtal hysterectomy the author contrasts the in-
creased risk of total hysterectomy with the risk
of carcinoma developing in the cervix left behind,
and he points out that the cervical stump can be
easily removed by the vaginal route, if indicated,
at a later date. The risk of carcinoma developing
in an unhealthy cervical stump is by no means
negligible and the treatment by surgical excision
is difficult. Wertheim's operation is described
clearly, together with the difficulties and post-
operative complications attached to it.

This is an excellent book which will prove of
great benefit to those undertaking gynaecological
operations. The illustrations are clear and very
helpful and the book is very well produced.

THE PRINCIPLES OF ANATOMY AS
SEEN IN THE HAND

By FREDERICK WOOD JONES, D.SC.(LOND.), Ade-
laide and Melbourne; F.R.S., F.R.C.S. 2nd
edition. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. I942. Price
25s.
The teaching of anatomy is undergoing revolu-

tionary changes in England. There are the older
school of anatomists who attached importance to an
accurate detailed knowledge of the structure of the
human body. There is the more modern school
who tend to disregard detail and stress function,
histology, radiology, morphology and enbryology.
To one who has witnessed this change several
questions arise. Is a detailed and accurate know-
ledge of the human body an asset to the practitioner
of medicine? Those who do possess this knowledge
find it a tremendous help. Is a fact which appears
insignificant necessarily useless and not worth
remembering? If it be so, would Horner have
worked out his syndrome?
The course of the sympathetic nerve fibres must

have been regarded as an "insignificant fact of
anatomy" in his day. The modern anatomist says
we must teach functional anatomy, but isn't this
the province of the physiologist? If the anatomist
feels constrained, to teach the function of the kidneys
-why must he also not teach the function of the
pancreas? The modern trend in anatomy papers is
to give all questions this functional bias. Students
are asked to describe the nasal sinuses and state
how to investigate them in disease or to describe the
kidneys and ureter and state how to investigate
their function.
The anatomy examiner expects an anatomical

descriptiohi followed by a description of trans-
illumination and an x-ray examination in the first
instance and by an intravenous and ascending
pyelogram in the second. Does this anatomical
dabbling in clinical medicine give the student the
right approach to either problem? Surely in the
first instance cited, a history followed by a local
examination and inspection through a nasal specu-
lum, and in the second instance a history followed
by general examination of heart and blood pressure
and then a local examination of the abdomen and
rectum, in turn folloWed by an analysis of the urine,
and possibly the blood, precede x-ray examinations.
Isn't too great emphasis being laid on x-ray exami-
nation at the earliest stage in the career of the
coming physician?

Professor Wood Jones takes a broad view of
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