
INTRODUCTION.

By SIR ALFRED WEBB-JOHNSON, C.B.E., D.S.O., T.D., P.R.C.S.
(President of the Royal College of Surgeons; President of the Anglo-Soviet Medical Committee.)

As President of the Anglo-Soviet Medical Committee I welcome the decision of the Editor
of the POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL to devote a Special Number of that journal to the
subject of Anglo-Soviet Medicine. The Anglo-Soviet Medical Committee was formed tc
promote the exchange of medical information and opinions by the medical professions of the
two countries. We have an opportunity now to establish contacts which will be of the greatest
service during the war and should lead to valuable association after victory has been achieved.
In the attainment of victory the medical profession can be of great help. We can sustain
the morale of the victims of aggression by sending every aid in our power-by that I mean
a determined effort and a conscience-searching review from time to time in order to be sure
that we have left nothing undone that we might have done. We can help towards victory
also by a scientific study of Nazi psychology and by influencing those responsible for the
conduct of the war and those who will be responsible for framing the conditions of peace.

Our Allies will be the first to admit that in the past it has not been easy to keep in close
touch with medical progress in the Soviet Union, but our common fight against the Nazi
aggressor has drawn us together. Moreover, the SOVIET AMBASSADOR and MADAME MAISKY
have done much to promote goodwill and a truer understanding between our two countries.
We must establish close co-operation during the war, and it is our declared policy to maintain
the closest possible collaboration after the war.

It is doubtful whether in peace-time the question of medical services can ever be
completely divorced from politics. It is therefore important for each of us to seek an
understanding of the other's point of view. The science of government is an experimental
science, and like other sciences is generally in a state of progression-apart from occasional
lapses into tyranny such as the Nazi persecution of to-day. Time was when it was thought
the first duty of government to persecute; but time advances, facts accumulate, doubts arise
and improvements are effected. The history of England is essentially a history of evolutionary
progress. There has been constant movement of the public mind-constant change in the
institutions of our great society. Taking a comprehensive view, it is a history of steady
progress. The force of reason has carried reforms through. The turns of political fortune,
the ebb and flow of popular feeling, the hidden mechanism by which parties are moved-we
accept all these as a matter of course, and, in spite of actions and reactions, we observe a

steady improvement in social conditions.

In this country we do not like the penalties of revolutionary changes. Our countrymen
saw with delight the great awakening of the French nation at the time of the Revolution,
but they were dismayed, discouraged and perplexed by the events that followed. We expect
our Russian Allies to study our methods, the result of evolutionary change, and, although
Russia has progressed by revolutionary changes to which we are unaccustomed, we must try
to learn from the results and must endeavour to understand her point of view.

We have been admirers of Russian art and architecture, of her literature and philosophy,
of her music, drama and ballet. We have been impressed by the writings of her medical
scientists and have learned much from the researches of Pavlov and others. We have
appreciated her surgery, and two of her surgeons have the rare distinction of being Honorary
Fellows of my College-Nicolas Weliaminoff and Wladimir Andrejevic Oppel.
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We have been intensely interested in the plans adopted by the U.S.S.R. for the improve-
ment of medical services, especially in the field of environmental and social medicine.
Russia has tried experiments on a colossal scale and some of her plans seem to many of us to
be based on revolutionary ideas. It is of supreme importance to arrange for a free exchange
of views and for us to have full and accurate information as to the outcome of these experiments.
What may be suitable in one country may not be suitable in another. Russian methods may
not appeal to us and our methods may not appeal to the Soviet Union, but by a free exchange
of opinions and experiences we may each find some elements of good in the other's methods;
and, if we are wise, we shall be ready to adopt them. We must not be afraid of an idea just
because it is new, but if it is good we must be ready to graft it into our own plans. At the
same time we must not hold on to ideas simply because they are old. We must exercise a
wise conservatism, but that is a very different thing from " old fogyism." The motto of the
one is " Prove all things and hold fast that which is good," and of the other " Prove nothing
but hold fast that which is old," and

"Alas! what years you thus consume in vain,
Ruled by this wretched bias of the brain."

3

JANUARY, 1942 INTRODUCTION 5
copyright.

 on M
ay 17, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by
http://pm

j.bm
j.com

/
P

ostgrad M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm

j.18.194.4 on 1 January 1942. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

