
JULY, 1941 BOOK REVIEWS 121

REVIEWS.

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

By J. TUDOR LEWIS. Oxford Medical Publications.
1941. Price 8s. 6d.
At the present time, when crowds sleep in shelters,

and the danger of the spread of infectious disease
is rightly feared, the publication of this little book
on the prevention of the disease most to be feared
is most opportune. The book gives an excellent
resum6 of the various aspects of the subject, both
scientific and practical.

If immunisation has not gained all the success
that we would wish for in this country we must
admit that in many instances this is due to differ-
ences of opinion or lack of zeal on the part of the
medical profession. The author sent a questionnaire
to the medical officers throughout the country, the
results of which are most interesting. There appear
to be differences of opinion on every aspect of the
subject, for example, the advisability of primary
and final Schick testing, the use of the various
prophylactics, and the methods of propaganda.
If this book were widely read among medical
officers it should do much to dispel this lack of
uniformity and to create agreement based on
sound knowledge.
With regard to the most suitable prophylactic

to use, the author is definitely in favour of the use
of two injections of A.P.T. He has not found in
his experience the unpleasant reactions that may
occur. It appears from the results of the question-
naire, however, that T.A.F. is still the most popular
prophylactic.

Dealing with the steps that may be taken to get
as large as possible a proportion of the[population
immunised, the author does not advise compulsory
steps. This frequently leads to resentment, the
formation of " Anti-bodies " in the country, and
counter-propaganda. The author advocates the
use of tact and persuasion, a method that he uses
himself in putting forward his own views.

SURGERY OF MODERN WARFARE.
Part IV.

Edited by HAMILTON BAILEY. E. & S. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. I94I. Price I2s. 6d.
With the continual evolution of this ambitious

work it becomes increasingly obvious that when all
sections are grouped together it will form a reference
book on war surgery. The subjects are compre-
hensive in their scope and the many problems

discussed by experts in each speciality will provide
considerable food for thought by all who are
interested in this aspect of surgical endeavour.

In this volume we find the completion of
Section VIII dealing with wounds of bones and
joints and a portion of Section IX dealing with
wounds of the face and neck, including those of the
special senses. The subject-matter of this book
upholds the high standards reached by its pre-
decessors and will doubtless be studied with great
interest by all who have perused the previous
sections.

SURGERY OF THE HEART.
By E. J. S. KING. Edward Arnold & Co., London.

194I. Price 5os.
Such are the advances made in modern surgery

that it is possible to publish a book containing
728 pages dealing with surgery of the heart. As
the result of careful work during recent years this
important structure has come into the domain of
surgery and an entirely new field of surgical
endeavour has been opened up. The time is
opportune for the publication of such a book as
this, which reviews the whole of the subject,
including experimental, pathological and clinical
aspects. The book is divided into two sections.
In the first section the author deals with anatomy,
physiology, histology and pathology, together with
a consideration of cardiac abnormalities. In the
second section the following subjects are dealt
with: surgical approach to diseases of the heart
with a consideration of the surgical principles
involved; an account of experimental investiga-
tions performed; a consideration of various
diseases and the treatment thereof. With regard
to the results of treatment in the common patho-
logical conditions the author's conclusions are of
interest. In the case of coronary occiusion some
of the results achieved by surgery are encouraging,
and patients with long history of continuous
symptoms respond better than those with sudden
acute attacks. The treatment of angina pectoris
by surgical methods is still in its infancy and it
appears that the most one can expect at present
is symptomatic improvement, and the most
valuable method is paravertebral injection. The
operation of cardio-omentopexy has given results
which justify further trial. A study of the subject
as presented by the author is both illuminating
and stimulating. The book is beautifully produced
and both author and publisher are to be
congratulated.
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