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SURGERY OF MODERN
WARFARE.
Part II.

Edited by HAMILTON BAILEY. E. & S. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. 1941. Price 12S. 6d.
The second part of this treatise on war surgery

contains one complete section devoted to wounds
of the trunk. The rest of the book completes
Part I, concerning special considerations of wounds,
and commences the subject of wounds of the blood
vessels. Wounds of the thorax are dealt with in a
very helpful manner, and this contribution is
beautifully illustrated. The section devoted to
abdominal injuries is covered in a very compre-
hensive manner and important principles are
enunciated. Injuries of the genito-urinary system
are considered in detail. The last section opens up
the important subject of the surgery of the blood
vessels and merits careful consideration; it will
be completed in Part III. This volume maintains
a high standard throughout and will repay study
by all who have to deal with wounds produced in
warfare.

TREATMENT IN
GENERAL PRACTICE.

Vol. 4.
Compiled by the EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL

JOURNAL. H. K. Lewis & Co., London. I940.
Price I6s.
This volume, the fourth in the series, contains

many valuable articles. Their value, however, is
to some extent marred by their arrangement.
The book opens with an admirable essay on

injuries in the region of the shoulder joint, and then
c,hapters on orthopadic surgery follow. Then
there is an interlude on the breast, to be followed by
other chapters on manipulations, and on manipula-
tions of different joints. Again there is an inter-
polation, seven sections on genito-urinary surgery
and five on the anus, are wedged in among more
orthopmdics, i.e., sacro-iliac strain, and so on to
the end of the book.
The Editor has produced a book on orthopaedic

surgery with chapters on general surgery scattered
haphazard throughout. Everything suffers from
this arrangement, or lack thereof. We are all
aware that the general practitioner's mind has to
be full of many subjects and many things. All the
more reason, surely, in a book specially written for
him, that the subject-matter should be arranged in
a logical ordered way.

It seems a pity that trade names of drugs should
be allowed to creep into the text. Thus ethocain,
among others, is referred to by its patented trade
name. A very great deal of harm is done by firms
of druggists who patent a brand name for a drug.
At the present time many drugs in everyday use
are sold and known by five or six different names.
This is confusing in the extreme to the doctor and
makes prescribing more and more difficult.
The British Medical Journal is both rich enough

and strong enough to take a definite stand against
this form of blackmail. Let us hope that it will
do so, and do it impartially; not ban a trade name
from its columns when the drug referred to is

adversely criticised, and pass the same name when
the drug is praised. Let there be no pandering to
the advertiser. The British Medical Journal can
afford it, and it is one of the few papers that can.

A SHORT PRACTICE OF
SURGERY.

By HAMILTON BAILEY and R. J. McNEILL LOVE.
Fifth Edition. H. K. Lewis & Co., London.
I941. Price 30s.

The popularity of this book and the continual
growth of surgical knowledge have necessitated
the publication of five editions since October, I932.
In this edition the text of each chapter has been
altered, some of which have been re-written.
This volume is a little larger than its predecessor,
and contains over I,OOO pages; if expansion
continues we feel that the title of the book will
lose its significance. A feature of this work is the
number and excellence of the illustrations designed
to convey a surgical message. With regard to
certain details of the book which may be criticised:
in advocating irradiation methods of therapy,
the type of X-ray treatment should be defined, for
example, low-voltage contact therapy is frequently
used with good results for the early stages of rodent
ulcer, and high-voltage therapy for carcinoma of
the cesophagus. In the latter disease more promi-
nence could be givpn, with advantage, to X-ray
therapy and the results of surgical excision of the
lower third with cesophago-gastrostomy anas-
tomosis. The description of the treatment of
carcinoma of the tongue is inadequate as judged
by modern expert standards. We also feel that
the implantation of radium needles in the neck of
the block dissection is an unsatisfactory technique.
In the surgical treatment of chronic gastric ulcer
it is surprising to find mention of the usefulness of
cholecyst-gastrostomy with destruction of the ulcer
in cases of inaccessible ulcers and when the general
condition is poor. The treatment of acute chole-
cystitis is described somewhat indefinitely; the
view is gaining ground that cholecystectomy is
probably the method of choice. With regard to
carcinoma of the colon, mention should be made
of the gelatinous adeno-carcinoma as a distinct
pathological type with probably the greatest
degree of malignancy. In the treatment of
carcinoma of the breast it is stated that radium is
advocated by all in inoperable and recurrent
cases. This statement is incorrect, for both high-
voltage and low-voltage X-ray therapy are playing
an increasingly important part. The book will
continue to be of great use to students who require
to make a quick revision of their surgical knowledge.

SURGERY OF MODERN
WARFARE.
Part III.

Edited by HAMILTON BAILEY. E. & S. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. I941. Price 12S. 6d.
This volume completes the section on wounds of

blood vessels commenced in Part II and commences
the section dealing with wounds of bones and joints
which will be completed in Part IV. In addition
the volume contains three complete sections on
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peripheral nerve injuries and wounds of tendons,
methods of immobilising the limbs, and wounds of
the hand and foot. It will be realised that these
subjects contain problems of great practical
importance and they are dealt with in a clear
manner by authorities of experience.
As is the case with its predecessors, this volume

contains a large number of excellent illustrations
which contribute to a better understanding of the
subject-matter of the text.

GASTRIC AND DUODENAL
ULCER.

By HAROLD AVERY. John Bale, Sons & Staples,
Ltd., London. I94I. Price 7s. 6d.
This book presents in a concise manner modern

views on the subject of gastric and duodenal
ulcers, and is intended to be a guide to general
practitioners in the management of patients
suffering from this disease. In the chapter on
etiology the author reviews all the present theories
and gives due attention to the psychological aspect,
stating that the play of psychological stimuli may
produce a stomach with a habit of ulcerating in
persons who inherit an " ulcer constitution." In
the diagnosis of stomach lesions attention is called
to the value of gastroscopy especially in the differ-
entiation of ulcer and gastritis and in the early
diagnosis of carcinoma. The treatment is con-
sidered from the medical and surgical aspects. In
the prescriptions cited we are pleased to notice
that the acid-stimulating sodium bicarbonate
preparation is omitted. In the section dealing
wvith injection therapy we notice that antuitrin-S
is being investigated, and we feel that the use of
these potent hormones should be most guarded
until the subject of hormone therapy is placed on
surer foundations. We agree that the operation
of choice in the surgical treatment of chronic
gastric ulcer is partial gastrectomy; the results
achieved by gastro-jejunostomy apart from pyloric
stenosis are poor. In arriving at a decision con-
cerning the treatment of peptic ulcer it is wise to
remember that medical treatment is not without
risk, carrying with it, as it does, a definite mortality.
The book is a very reasoned statement on the
present position of the subject.

PHARMACOLOGY AND
THERAPEUTICS

(POULSSON'S TEXT BOOK).
Edited and revised by STANLEY ALSTEAD. Third

Edition. Wmi. Heinemann, London. 1940.
Price 2IS.
The third edition of Poulsson's well-known text-

b)ook brings the work up to date, and it includes
an appendix dealing with the second addendum to
the British Pharmacopoeia issued in June, I940.
In the appendix primary consideration is given to
the sulphonamide compounds including the
absorption and excretion of these drugs, their
preparations, indications for use and principles of
treatment. The remainder of the appendix deals
with vitamin preparations and certain other
preparations including tetanus toxoid. In this
text-book the subject-matter is dealt with in a most
helpful way from the clinician's viewpoint, and due
emphasis is laid on therapeutics, the details of
pharmacological chemistry being omitted. The
book is recommended to doctors who require a
lucid exposition of the subject and to students
preparing for professional examinations.

INTER-RELATION OF
ABDOMINAL DISEASES.

By ELEM13R FORRAI. With a Foreword by Sir
ARTHUR HURST. pp. i68. Wm. Heinemann,
London. I94I. Price 12s. 6d.
This is an interesting book illustrating thp inter-

relationship existing between organs in a patho-
logical condition. More attention has been given
during recent years to the various effects which
pathological abdominal viscera have on each other
and in the Foreword to this book Sir Arthur Hurst
calls attention to the " continuous interplay
between the different organs and derangement of
one is likely to have far-reaching effects on cthers."
The basis of the author's work is a study of 300 cases
of chronic disease of the gall-bladder over a period
of years. He concludes that chronic cholecystitis
is connected with many symptoms seeming to
indicate involvement by disease of other abdominal
organs, most frequently the appendix, caecum and
stomach. The clinical features are described under
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