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THE PINEAL ORGAN.
By REGINALD J. GLADSTONE and CECIL P. G.
WAKELEY. Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, London.
1940. Price 42s.
Such are the advances made in modern medicine

that it is possible to publish a book containing
528 pages devoted to the pineal organ. The authors
of this monograph have surely produced a work of
classical importance. It is of moment also to note
the close collaboration between an eminent
anatomist and an eminent surgeon in the elucidation
of the problems connected with this mystic structure
carried out in the true tradition initiated by that
great surgeon-anatomist John Hunter. In his
admirable Foreword Sir Arthur Keith calls attention
to the Hunterian method quoting the authors'
words " determined to investigate the whole
question of the nature of the pineal organ from the
lowest to the highest forms in the animal kingdom."
This project the authors have attained in chapters
devoted to the coelenterates, types intermediate
between vertebrates and invertebrates, vertebrates
and man. The human pineal organ is considered
from the anatomical, physiological, pathological
and surgical standpoints. This part of the book is
of great value to the practical surgeon who wishes to
have knowledge concerning the great advances
being made in the surgery of the pineal organ.
The book is beautifully produced and contains

many excellent illustrations, and the authors are to
be congratulated on the creation of a monumental
work.

MEDICAL DISEASES
OF THE WAR.

By Sir ARTHUR HURST, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.
pp. 324. Edward Arnold & Co., London. 1940.
Price 16s.
There are probably very few people who have been

in the position of being able to write a modern
text-book at the commencement of a world war
with a major experience of the same problems in a
previous war. In many ways it is a pity that such
an opportunity has not been better utilised, for,
although medical diseases of war are not essentially
different from medical diseases in peace time, they
have a very special aspect. Of course, it is true
that this is only really a fresh edition of a book that
was first published in 1916, but to some extent it
has been revised and collaborators have been
brought in to write special sections.
Perhaps the most interesting chapter in the book

deals with hysterical symptoms and hysterical signs
in soldiers. This is probably based almost entirely
on Sir Arthur's experience at Seale Hayne Hospital
in the last war, and it is written with that confidence
which was probably responsible for the good results
which were obtained then and for that enthusiasm
which pervaded his co-workers at that time.
One of the better chapters is that written on war

nephritis, which has been revised by Dr. Osman,
and it is interesting to see that it brings out the
fact that epidemic catarrhal jaundice in Gallipoli
was one of the commonest causes of nephritis,
and that this corresponds with experience in civil
life where it ranks third to scarlet fever and tonsilitis.

Dr. Barber has undertaken a chapter on skin
diseases in war and writes a particularly interesting
section on the seborrheeic state which is found to be
so common in soldiers.

We have seen beginnings already in this war of
hvsterical symptoms in soldiers and a great deal of
work is now being done on the so-called " effort
syndrome," and the opinion is expressed that this
syndrome is a neurosis.

There is a short chapter on gas poisoning, dealing
briefly and perhaps rather inadequately with the
subject; and a very good chapter on the typhoid
fevers.

Probably this book has a place in the medical
literature of war, and certainly for those people who
had no experience last time it makes a very good
springboard from which they can start their
present experience.

CLINICAL PRACTICE IN
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

By E. H. R. HARRIES, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H., and
M. MITMAN, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H., D.R.M.E.
pp. xii and 468. E. & S. Livingstone, Edinburgh.
1940. Price 17s. 6d.
The appearance of a new text-book on the acute

infectious diseases is particularly opportune not
only has there accumulated in recent years a wealth
of fresh material urgently requiring critical examina-
tion and presentation in digestible form, but present
exigencies would probably have meant its in-
definite postponement were not its preparation well
advanced before war was declared. The authors
are eminently fitted for the task they set themselves
and can be congratulated on a sound and accurate
piece of work. For a number of years they have
devoted themselves to the study and practice of the
fevers common in this country and have been
continuously engaged in the teaching of medical
students. Indeed, the book is based on lectures
delivered to London students, and is therefore
primarily clinical and practical. It is hardly
necessary to add that the latest acquisitions to our
knowledge of this specialty, especially in connection
with chemotherapy, are included and placed in
their proper perspective. The introductory chapters
deal with fundamentals, such as infection and
resistance, host-parasite interactions, rash appear-
ances, dietary and general management of fever
patients. The prevention of cross-infection in
hospitals and institutions is fully discussed for each
disease seriatim. The legal and administrative
aspects of notification and isolation and the
structure, equipment and technique of nursing in
fever hospitals receive adequate notice.

Certain unusual features, defects perhaps of
manner rather than of matter, mar the general
effect and " feel " of the book. There appears to
be a constant endeavour to attain clarity and
simplicity by over-condensation and summarisation.
Graphs, diagrams and tabulations rather than terse
and telling phraseology are employed to press home
a point; the effect is too often to obscure and
mislead instead of to elucidate. A plan of a
modern hospital showing main wards and isolation
units would have been more helpful. The inclusion
of the coloured plates is of doubtful utility; so
seldom do they faithfully reproduce rashes that one
is again forced to the conclusion that these can only
properly be studied at the bedside. A close perusal
of this volume should equip the medical student
completely for the ordeal of the finals, while to the
post-graduate and practitioner it should provide a
stimulating refresher on a fascinating subject in
which important advances are almost daily being
recorded.
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