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INJURIES OF THE JAWS
AND FACE.

By W. WARWICK JAMES and B. W. FIELDING.
John Bale, Sons & Staples, Ltd. 1940. Price 15s.
The importance of the efficient treatment of

injuries of the jaws and face as the result of war-
fare is obvious to all. It is equally obvious that
this is the work of a team of specialists who have
had special training and experience of this branch
of traumatic surgery. The personnel of .this
surgical team should be general and plastic
surgeons, dental surgeons, anasthetists, radiolo-
gists and specially trained nurses. It is important
to establish special centres with adequate equip-
ment with ready access to surgical specialists in
other branches, such as the head, eye, nose and
ear.
We welcome this book which is devoted to this

important subject embodying experience gained
during the Great War and the result of a
systematic and careful study of material
preserved from the Third London General
Hospital. In the organisation for the treatment of
maxillo-facial injuries it is stated that provision
must be made for (1) individuals attached to
casualty hospitals; (2) special units to provide
initial treatment where large numbers of casualties
are expected, and (3) the establishment of special
hospitals. A chapter is devoted to the important
subject of initial treatment. Preliminary treatment
is directed to combat traumatic shock, to rest
with free respiration, to arrest haemorrhage and
apply a preliminary dressing. The facial injury
itself must be treated as soon as possible at a
hospital fully equipped for the purpose. Chapters
are prcvided on interdental wiring which is now
extensively employed; on various forms of splints
used in the treatment of these. injuries and on
supports to prevent contraction, to occlude openings
and to provide support for the tissues.
The book is well produced and contains

numerous helpful diagrams and illustrations.
We recommend it to surgeons interested in the
treatment of this special branch of war injuries.

EDINBURGH POST-GRADUATE
LECTURES IN MEDICINE.

(Vol. I, 1938-39.)
Edited by EDWIN BRAMWELL. Oliver & Boyd,

Ltd. Edinburgh. 1940. Price 10s. 6d.
Thirty-three lectures delivered by authorities

upon their respective subjects to post-graduates in
the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, are republished
in this volume. In the presence of so much
valuable information it is a difficult task for the
reviewer to choose certain chapters for special
mention. Wade contributes an interesting chapter
on Expectancy of Life after Ureteral Transplanta-
tion. In connection with the' influence of this
operation on the general health of the patient and
the expectancy of Jife he refers to four cases in
which the ureters were transplanted into the pelvic
colon for vesical exstrophy which demonstrate that
it confers comfort, good health and the prospect
of a natural length of life. In cases of carcinoma
of the urinary bladder the operative mortality is
high. We welcome the chapter on Surgery of

Malignant Disease of the Colon by the late Sir David
Wilkie, who states that the method of colectomy
introduced by Block and perfected by Paul and
Mikulicz has an established place in surgery. In
order to enhance the patient's resistance to
peritoneal infection, Wilkie advocates the com-
bined use of pre-operative inoculation with
vaccines of virulent streptococci and B.coli and
the subcutaneous injection of sodium nucleinate
the night before operation. McNee contributes
a chapter on types and degrees of injury to the
liver and includes all of them under the general
term of Hepatitis, and Davidson writes on the
Mechanism of Megaloplastic Blood Formation.
Goodall discusses Pernicious Anaemia and its
Treatment; in this connection he states that he
is not convinced that the administration of dilute
hydrochloric acid makes any difference unless
dyspepsia is present; a certain degree of thyroid
deficiency is common and small doses of thyroid
often prove useful. The subject of Toxic Goitre
is dealt with by Eason and Graham. Sir John
Fraser discusses the pathogenesis and treatment
of Cancer of the Breast; he calls attention to the
importance of ovarian hormones in relation to
experimental mammary carcinoma, stating it is
possible that similar influences are at work in the
human female. With regard to pre-operative
X-ray therapy, Fraser considers that it seems to
be illogical and even harmful. The subject of
dysmenorrhoea is considered in a helpful way by
Johnstone. This is an excellent volume and full
of useful material.

THE ART OF SURGERY.
By H. S. SOUTTAR, F.R.C.S. (New and Revised

Fourth Edition). In two volumes. Published
by William Heinemann, Ltd. 1940. Price 25s.
This book has reached its fourth edition. It

has changed its form and now appears in two
volumes. They are small, and can be carried in
the pocket. The small sketches have been
retained. This is a most attractive feature of
the book.
The author, in the preface, states that the book

is now fully up to date. But in the section on
cleft palate, Gilles' operation is given as one of
the operations of choice. Sir Harold himself gave
up the procedure years ago, and now advocates a
modified Veau technique.

In the section on the treatment of burns,
tannic acid is said to be "perhaps the simplest
and best method of all." No mention is made of
the grave danger of applying tannic acid to third
degree burns of the face and hands. The consensus
of opinion is that its use on the face and hands
is liable to produce gross deformities. The
impression gained on reading the book from cover
to cover is that the view of surgery presented
is such a bird's eye one that the author, in
attempting to guide the student through the
" mist of detail" that surrounds modern surgery,
has taken him so far away that although he may
see surgery as a whole, it has lost perspective.
When the next edition appears, as we hope it

soon may, it would greatly enhance the value of
the book if there were a little more substance
to the framework of surgery which it presents.
The book makes a strong appeal to students
taking a pass examination.
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