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TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTI-
TUTE OF BRITISH SURGICAL
TECHN I CIAN S (Incorporated)

6, Holborn Viaduct, E.C.x.
1940. Price 30s. Od. net.
The contributors to this issue of the journal

are Mr. Victor Goldman on anaesthesia and the
apparatus, Mr. Terence Millin on Bladder
Surgery, and Mr. T. Holmes Sellors, on Chest
Surgery. All the lectures are profusely illus-
trated with diagrams of instruments, and there
is a coloured plate illustrating cystoscopic
appearances of various bladder lesions.

In a journal for surgical technicians, one would
have expected more detailed drawings of surgical
instruments and possibly some working diagrams.
On page 58 there are illustrated a pump for
continuous suction and a combined table and
switchboard for diathermy cautery. Both
pictures look as if they have been taken from a
surgical instrument catalogue. Why not give
line sketches and plans?

WAR AND THE DOCTOR.
Edited by J. M. MACKINTOSH, M.D., D.P.H.,

Chief Medical Officer, The Department of
Health for Scotland. Pp. 147. Oliver & Boyd,
Edinburgh. 1940. Price 5s. Od.
The book consists of seven lectures on different

aspects of war surgery delivered (before the war
started) by six different authorities. The intro-
duction is written by the Editor. In it he makes
it clear that the lecturers had not consulted with
each other and therefore the reader is presented
with a series of individual opinions which impress
on his mind the crying need (this was at the
time when the lecture was delivered) for stan-
dardisation of the methods of treatment of
air-raid casualties.

In two of the lectures the teachings of Trueta
are evident if not acknowledged, but on the
whole there is insufficient evidence of study of
the results of warfare during the last six or
seven years. In fact, one lecture is prefaced
with the words, " From a formation air-raid it
is estimated that 1,400 casualties would occur in
a limited locality. Taking 1,000 casualties,
300 would be killed, 600 severely wounded and
100 slightly wounded." Now these are false'
premises. But even if we are prepared for the
worst, we must be ready to achieve the best,
and this cannot be done if we adopt such a
doctrine as '' At the home front, it is
clear that cases of compound fracture of the
femur should be evacuated in a Thomas splint
at once to a specialised base hospital which
they could reach in twelve hours without change
of stretcher. Operative intervention to excise
the wound and to apply skeletal traction, should
this method be decided upon, would be done at
this special hospital and nowhere else.'" Even
to contemplate a delay of twelve hours before
operating on compound fractures of the femur
is to conjure up odours of a gas attack more
pungent than any that is likely to come from the air.
Other authors allow themselves a latent

period of six hours before operating with the
intention of achieving primary closure of the
wound. This is too long; experience in Bar-
celona showed that the latent period should not

exceed two hours, although a relative freedom
from gas gangrene was experienced in cases
operated upon up to six hours of the injury if
they were treated by the Winett Orr method.
The lecture on fear neuroses is exceptionally

good and should be studied very carefully by
the medical and nursing professions.
The lecture on first aid instructions is also

likely to prove extremely helpful. But the book
'' War and the Doctor '' is not likely to occupy
an important niche in current medical literature,
representing as it does a great deal too much of
theory and a great deal too little of fact.

NEUROLOGY.
By S. A. KINNIER WILSON. Vols. I & II.
Edited by A. NINIAN BRUCE. Edwin Arnold
& Co. 1940. Price 84s. Od.
Dr. Kinnier Wilson was still engaged in pre-

paring the two volumes of this book when his
unexpected death occurred. He had spent the
last ten years of his life in preparing this work
and it is a most precise, learned and beautifully
produced book. Dr. Bruce, who edited it after
his death, added a few illustrations but really
altered it very little.

It is the most complete tome of its sort in the
English language and represents Dr. Wilson's
own thoughts and views on the many syndromes
which he describes and discusses. Each chapter
has a section giving the names of those workers
who have been associated with the diseases in
question. There is a full description of
epidemiology and general aetiology. In certain
cases where syndromes are epidemic, official
figures are given. The text is very completely
illustrated and the illustrations are particularly
good.
The chapter on neuritis is perhaps typical of

the book as a whole. It gives a description of
the general anatomy of the peripheral nerves
and the general physiology attaching to them.
There is a special section dealing with the
pathology, and regeneration of nerves. Under
general pathology there is a consideration of the
differences between the parenchymatous and
interstitial types. Then follow such things as
sensors- and motor symptoms, electrical
reactions and symptomatic grades of nerve
effects. Clinical types are all described and
polyneuritis cranialis has a small paragraph with
a description of a personal case. Special forms
of neuritis are also described and the rather
vexed question of ascending neuritis is discussed.
Treatment is given a great deal of space and the
end results of treatment of individual nerves
are shown, especially with reference to the end
results of surgical operations.

Palsies associated with individual nerves. such
as seratus magnus palsy, are described in the
next chapter with good pictures of the winged
scapula; and neuritis of the great sciatic nerve
is of course discussed in detail. Then tollow
such special conditions as neuritis of the seventh,
tenth, eleventh and twelfth nerves.
The rather debatable ground as to rheumatic

fibrositis is dealt with very briefly. Certain con-
ditions, such as leprosy, malaria and rabies have
chapters of their own.
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