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DIATHERMY.
By WILLIAM BEAUMONT. H. K. Lewis & Co.

1939. Price 10s. 6d. ·

Here is another book on diathermy, dealing
especially with Short Wave therapy. It gives
the usual description of the physical characters
of Short Wave, adds sketches of Short Wave
circuits of various types, including the so-
called inductothermy circuit, and then gives
some pictures of various types of apparatus.
There is a chapter on technique and for some

reason, which is not altogether plain, high fre-
quency types of machine and those of the violet
ray type are also described.

This book was published at a very suitable
time and is presumably intended for nurses and
students working for the Chartered Society's
Diploma. Even for them, however, it is a bit
sketchy and not very well arranged.

CATALOGUE OF LEWIS' MEDICAL
AND SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY REVISED

TO THE END OF x937.
Part I. AUTHORS AND TITLES.

H. K. Lewis. 1938. Price 16s. Od.
This is a complete list of the books in

Lewis' well-known library.

PRINCIPLES OF MEDICAL
STATISTICS.

By A. BRADFORD HILL. Published by " The
Lancet," 1939. 2nd Edition. Price 6s. Od.
Although it may seem rather strange, the

statistical method has only been applied
systematically for five years and the first
edition of this book, published in 1937, was one
of the things which made the necessary know-
ledge available to the general body of doctors.
The subject is presented so simply that it is

deceptive because it gives one the impression
that these things are all very easy. And perhaps
it is a very good thing that it should do so, for
it also points out very definitely the fallacies
and difficulties of the method.

This book is almost a standard small textbook
now on the subject and is very well known. It
is an absolutely essential part of any doctor.'s
library.

WIDE FIELD X-RAY
TREATMENT.

By S. GILBERT SCOTT. Geo. Newnes, Ltd. 1939.
Price 8s. 6d.
This book has been published in connection

with the Nuffield Wide Field X-ray Therapy
Research. Apparently the work has been done
at the Charterhouse Rheumatism Clinic.
The theory which underlies this method of

treatment is not well known. In fact, it might
almost be called empirical. Dr. Scott says that
this comparatively new form of treatment is
effective. The general principle appears to be

to produce X-rays at about 130 Kv. and an
output of about m.A The rays must apparently
cover a large field. This treatment appears to
be used for quite a variety of cases. Twenty-six
diseases are enumerated in which the treatment
has been tried. In particular, of course, it has
been advocated for spondylitis adolescens with
the so-called sacro-iliac focus. It has also been
used very extensively for asthma.
The reviewer has some experience of the treat-

ment and has not seen results comparable to Dr.
Scott's. Although he is undoubtedly an en-
thusiast, it does really seem as if these very
fine results could have been duplicated by
independent observers.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF
REGIONAL ANATOMY.

By E. B. JAMIESON, M.D. Second edition.
E. & S. Livingstone. 1939. Part VI-Upper
Limb. Price 7s. 6d. Part VII-Lower Limb,
Price 1Os. Od.
The second edition of these illustrations is an

excellent production being an improvement upon
the first chiefly in the matter of additional
colouring.
To those students who have a "photographic"

mind these books will be invaluable, whilst they
will undoubtedly enjoy a widespread popularity
in the dissecting room; the examination candi-
date will find them a great aid to rapid revision
of the subject.
The drawings are accurate, well labelled, and

very clear, this last feature being largely a result
of the lavish colour employed.- It would be an
advantage if in certain cases a footnote was
added to the drawing mentioning which struc-
tures had been removed, as to a student un-
acquainted with the region this point would not
be immediately clear.
The illustrations are bound in loose-leaf form,

so that the student may, if he desires, incorporate
them in his own notes.

Part VI-Upper Limb. This part might with
advantage contain an extra plate or two e.g.
transverse sections of the middle of the upper
arm and forearm; the treatment of the hand is
to be especially commended.

Part VII-Lower Limb, is even better than
Part VI, but again an increiased number of
transverse sections could be incorporated, apart
from this it contains an extremely complete
selection of plates.

HANDBOOK OF DISEASES OF
INFANTS & CHILDREN.

By F. M. B. ALLEN, M.D., F.R.C.P. Second
Edition. Baillitre, Tindall & Cox. London.
1939. Price 18s. Od.
This book can be recommended to students of

medicine as a good introduction to the study of
the diseases of infancy and childhoodf, since it
provides in a concise form the essentials con-
cerning the diagnosis and treatment of these
diseases.
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