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CLINICAL STUDIES IN
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

By H. V. DICKS. Edward Arnold. 1939. Price
12s. 6d.
This book is not one that can be described as

"just another book on psychopathology". It is
the outcome of much individual and original
thought applied to the problems presented by a
large number of clinical cases. The book opens
with the following words "The eclecticist in the
field of psychopathology has to pay for his
freedom of view point by a much greater liability
to criticism both from his fellow-eclectics of
different shades, and from the orthodox of the
'schools'." This is very true for the views
expressed are sufficiently Freudian to call forth
criticism from those who disapprove of this
school of thought yet sufficiently individual to
displease in parts the orthodox psychoanalyst.
To the present reviewer Dr. Dicks seems to

stress too strongly both in his psychopathology
and therapy the importance of early infantile
experiences and consequently to lack at times an
appreciation of the importance of other factors.
He says for example that "every patient with
mental illness was more afraid than he could
tolerate when he was a baby; the faults in his
psychic structure represent the gallant attempts
to allay the intolerable feeling by the inadequate
means at his disposal." Critical evaluation of
the usefulness of too whole hearted a faith in
analysis as the main therapeutic weapon against
mental illness, and belief in the value of increased
knowledge of heredity, constitution, endocrin-
ology, social reform, etc., do not necessarily lead
to therapeutic nihilism.
The arguments put forward are well supported

bya large number of relevant case histories
which add greatly to the value of the book. It
is perhaps more suited for those who already have
some knowledge of psychopathology than for
beginners and deserves to have a large circula-
tion since it can be recommended as both stimu-
lating and interesting.

SEXUAL DISORDERS IN THE
MALE.

By KENNETH M. WALKER and ERIc B. STRAUSS.
Hamish Hamilton Medical Books. 1939. Price
0ls. 6d.
The chief value of this small book lies in the

combined approach to these very interesting and
important disabilities from both the surgical and
psychological aspects which have been cleverly
blended and deal with most of the known sexual
disorders in the male.

It will enable the general practitioner to give
his patient sound practical advice with efficiency
and understanding and save him from seeking the
many useless methods of treatment which have
arisen from lack of knowledge on this subject.
The manual is well arranged, simply written and
should form a much wanted link between the
andrologist and the psychiatrist.

REPORTS ON BIOLOGICAL
STANDARDS - V.

Variables affecting the Estimation of
Androgenic and (Estrogenic Activity.

By C. W. EMMENS. Medical Research Council
Special Report, Series No. 234. H.M. Stationery
Office. 1939. Price ls. 3d.
This interesting Special Report has been

published by the Medical Research Council in the
sub-group dealing with biological standards, all
of which have proved of great use to bio-assayists,
and one of which-by Professor Gaddum on
methods of biological assay depending on a
quantal response-has in some ways become a
classic on the subject.

Mr. Emmens shows himself to be a worthy
supporter of the school whose work will always
be associated with the names of Gaddum and
Trevan. it is perhaps expecting too much to
ask that all practitioners proposing to make use
of cestrogens or androgens should acquaint
themselves in detail with the statistical theory
upon which the assay of these substances is based.
On the other hand, it is difficult to believe that
any practitioner can obtain the maximum of
clinical utility from the estrogens unless he
knows something of the significance to be attached
to the declarations of activity which accompany
all the reputable marketed brands. On this
matter Mr. Emmens's monograph should prove
to him singularly illuminating. Although it is
primarily concerned with the discussion of
certain experimental work, having for its object
to devise satisfactory methods of assay, it has
been necessary, in describing these experiments,
to consider almost all the fundamental questions
that lie behind accepted modern practices in
biological assay. Such matters as securing a
random sample of animals for test; use of a
stable standard preparation for contemporaneous
comparison with any substance under test; dis-
tribution of doses over the randomised groups of
animals; establishment of experimental conditions
that give the highest possible slope to the dosage-
response curve; calculation of the error of the test
and its expression as the probable limits of error
of the test: some of these matters, and many
others of similar relevance, are discussed in this
Report, which is a valuable contribution, not
only to its immediate subject, but to the wider
literature of biological assay.
Those who are especially concerned with the

assay of cestroeens will find it instructive to
compare with Mr. Emmens's Report the rather
more sumptuous and longer monograph of
Pedersen-Bjergaard. Although the experimental
methods of the two investigators differ somewhat
in matters such as criteria of response, and
although the statistical procedure adopted by the
Danish scientist is one not so familiar to British
workers as that used by Mr. Emmens, there is
plenty of evidence to be found for a highly
satisfactory degree of concordance between the
authors, both as to the fundamental principles
upon which bio-assays should be conducted and
as to the best way of securing the maximum
accuracy in the particular type of bio-assay with
which they have both been concerned.
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