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other hand, for the practitioner who plies his
profession in a remote locality, whether in the
British Isles or in a distant corner of the world,
it is very useful to have a pocket companion like
this to refer to when he needs guidance on some
point or, perhaps more often, a hint as to treat-
ment. For such post-graduate clients this little
book will be found very suitable. Very properly
considerable attention has been given to the
therapeutic section. The directions given chapter
by chapter are sound, concise, and practical. We
notice two points at which to cavil, neoarsphen-
amine is recommended for mycosis fungoides,
although it is generally agreed that salvarsan
derivatives do more harm than good in that
disease, and in the section on psoriasis it is
claimed that cignolin does not stain clothes. Our
experience is that it certainly does. Still these
small criticisms do not alter our opinion that
many a doctor will do well when about to
venture to some locality where he will be very
much on his own, to slip into his pocket a copy
of Dr. McKenna's "Aids to Dermatology and
Venereal Disease." It is very likely to come in
useful.

A SURVEY OF CHILD
PSYCHIATRY.

By CONTEMPORARY BRITISH AUTHORITIES. Edited
by R. G. Gordon, M.D., F.R.C.P., Medical
Director, Child Guidance Council. Pp. 278.
Humphrey Milford, London. Price lOs. 6d.
Those of us who practice any branch of clinical

medicine do not ustually consider that the scientific
and objective approach to diagnosis and treat-
ment (which we ourselves of course habitually
employ) is in any sense standard practice in
psychiatry. In other words, we are hopelessly
out of date.
The clinician of former days ignored the bac-

teriologist because bacteria seemed too small to
be of any consequence. But we virtually ignore
the psychiatrist because the concepts with which
he deals seem too big to have much practical
application in everyday medicine. The falsity of
this belief is clearly demonstrated by " A Survey
of Child Psychiatry," in which twenty-one
psychiatrists and paediatricians shew us that
psychiatry is a living science in which objective
thinking and logical deduction are as much (at
least) in daily use as they are in clinical and
laboratory medicine.
The arrangement of the book has been carefully

thought out. It is divided into four main sec-
tions, of which the first and second deal with
psychiatric problems related to physical and
mental illness respectively, the third with social
maladjustments of the child, including delin-
quency, while the last is devoted to special syn-
dromes, e.g. enuresis, stammering. From the
first-and really brilliant-essay by the editor on
the physiological approach to psychiatric pro-
blems, to the concluding article on the general
management of maladjustment in children, a very
high standard of logical and lucid exposition is
maintained. Though described as a survey, the
practitioner might fairly regard this as a text-
book containing all he needs to know about
abnormal child psychology.

RECTAL SURGERY.
By W. ERNEST MILES. Cassell and Company,

Ltd. 1939. Price 17s. 6d.
Mr. Miles' many papers on rectal disease are

so well known that comment on them is almost
unnecessary; they have become classics of proc-
tology. Therefore, this volume, which contains
many of these papers brought up to date, as
well as many other observations, is very
welcome. Although it is not intended to be a
text-book, it is a mine of information, preaches
lessons, and suggests methods of treatment not
to be found in any text-book. It is, in fact, a
record of personal experience, and as such is of
the utmost value.

The chapter on ano-rectal fistulae is probably
the most complete account of this disease that
has ever been published. This chapter will well
repay the most careful study. Mr. Miles is well
known as the champion of the abdomino-perineal
operation for carcinoma of the rectum, and
although there are many who do not see eye-to-
eye with him in this matter, he puts forward a
very strong case. In his hands, and with his
unrivalled experience, there can be little question
that his views are thoroughly justified by his
results. The description of haemorrhoids is one of
the clearest we have ever read. The author
apparently does not include injection among his
own methods of treatment, as its only mention
occurs as one of the factors in the causation of
ano-rectal abscess.

Anything from Mr. Miles' pen is thorough,
straightforward and interesting; this volume is
no exception. The illustrations are excellent.
We heartily welcome this book and congratulate
the author and the publishers on its appearance.

A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF
NURSING.

By A. MILLICENT ASHDOWN, S.R.N. J. M. Dent
and Sons, Ltd., London. 1939. Price 12s. 6d.
On the publishers' wrapper this book is des-

cribed as "a famous work, and the accepted text-
book for nurses." This is probably true. That
it is an extremely full account of nearly every-
thing that can be thought of in the nursing
world cannot be gainsaid. The labour of com-
piling it must have been enormous, and as a book
of reference for any nursing and some surgical
procedures, it is doubtless of value. Whether it
is a good text-book for nurses is another ques-
tion. Nurses seldom have a basis of sound
elementary training, and the welter of informa-
tion contained in this book, and the manner in
which it is set forth, might be liable to cause
confusion in their minds. Nor is the method of
the writing particularly attractive, as it is
largely a compendium of short sentences and
lists. Of course this has its advantages from the
point of view of mere "cramming" knowledge.
On the other hand, in text-books of this size,
it seems to us a pity that there is not more
style about the writing, and that reasons are not
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given for the procedures advocated. In reading
one section of the book, the student is continu-
ally referred back to some otter page, and as
ihere are no less than 830 pages, these refereinces
back become exasperating.
Some of the language seems to us a little

unfortunate. In talking of ventilation of the
sick room, is "foul air" a really good descrip-
tion? What is "an anastomising operation"?
We rather object to the term "purifying the
abdomen before operation". A patient surel)
has every right to consider her abdomen as pure
as the light of day, even though it be necessary
to render it as aseptic as possible prior to a
laparotomy.
We also question one or two statements in this

book. Is it true, for example, that blood present
in all specimens of a test meal necessarily indi-
cates a large ulcei or carcinoma? In speaking
of Lyons' method of drainage of the gall-bladder,
the authoress seems to confuse both Einhorn and
Ryle's tube with a stomach tube. We also think
that there are not many hands that will stand
1 in 40 carbolic. We are sorry that the authoress
still uses the term "faecal vomit". Most
authorities agree that faecal vomiting does not
occur, and that the vomit is really intestinal.
The authoress, moreover, goes so far as to say
that solid fawcal matter may be vomited; this
we have never seen in a pure case of intestinal
obstruction. We do not like the administration
of calomel as a post-operative aperient, and
although it is stated that it may be followed by
a dose of sulphate of magnesia, the "may" should
read "must". In discussing tourniquets, we are
surprised that the authoress does not even men-
tion Martin's bandage. Nowadays this should
generally be used in preference to the ordinary
Esmarch's tourniquet, so beloved of first-aid and
Government circles. In cleaning tracheotomy
tubes, feathers are still recommended. This is
an example of aged practice which should be
superseded, as it is difficult, if not impossible,
to sterilize a feather, and they are not always
to be obtained, especially in these days. A small
pledget of sterilized wool or gauze is much more
satisfactory for the purpose.

In a work of this size it is perhaps inevitable
that inaccuracies should creep in. On the other
hand, in dealing with nurses, one has to be
particularly careful from the point of view of
descriptive language. As a teacher and examiner
of nurses for many years, the reviewer is only
too well aware of how words and expressions
are used by nurses as a cloak for ignorance, and
loose phraseology is apt to be misunderstood and
to create an impression the reverse of what is
intended.

There are many things in this book which are
well described and the illustrations are excellent,
but in our view the work suffers from its merits.
That is. an attempt has been made to compress
into a reasonable space something like an encyclo-
padia-an impossible task. This probably
accounts for the short, disjointed sentences and
the references back referred to above, which make
the book difficult to read and to hold the atten-
tion. On the other hand, if this book is meant
purely for reference purposes, it is of great value.

HUMAN HISTOLOGY
A Guide for Medical Students.

By E. R. A. COOPER, M.D., M.Sc., Lecturer in
Histology, University of Manchester. Pp.
xiv+424 with 237 illustrations. Price 16s. Od.

Dr. Cooper has succeeded in producing an ideal
book for the medical student who, with the
limited time at his disposal, wishes to acquire
a sound knowledge of histology.

Obviously great care has been taken in the
choice and preparation of the numerous photo-
micrographs to include only such specimens as
the student will himself see under the micro-
scope.
The author's style is both lucid and concise

and this coupled with the excellent illustrations,
whose value is enhanced by very clear labelling,
renders this a most readable text book.

WAR-WOUNDS AND AIR RAID
CASUALTIES.

(Articles reproduced from The British Medical
Journal.) H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. 1939. Price
lOs. 6d.
War Wounds and Air Raid Casualties by

Various Authors consists of articles republished
from The British Medical Journal, and bears the
impress of haste and carelessness in the co-
ordination of the teaching by different contribu-
tors. In an excellent article by Major A. Tudor
Hart on "War Surgery in Spain," which gives
independent testimony to the value of the
principles advocated by Trueta, there occurs the
clear-cut injunction that "Amputation is not
indicated except in cases of massive gangrene"
(p. 63), whereas in the article by Mr. Philip
Mitchener (p. 111) occurs the equally dogmatic
counsel that " In cases in which gas gangrene
manifests itself prompt amputation will offer the
best chance of saving the patient's life."

The twenty-three articles give one the impres-
sion of having met casually at the club and
agreed to give a variety performance for the
instruction of those young surgeons who may be
called upon to handle prospective casualties.

The standard attained in many of the articles
is very high. Nothing could surpass the clarity
of statement and convincing teaching of Mr.
Jefferson's "War Wounds of the Head," nor the
grace of diction and fearless common sense of
Mr. Gordon-Taylor's "Abdominal Injuries."

It should come as a relief to students that Mr.
Max Page in a refreshingly candid article "Am-
putations under War Conditions," counsels the
adoption of the amputations advised by the
Ministry in a recent publication, wherein the
demands of the instrument-maker are set forth.

The authority of his great experience confirms
the need to abandon demanding from students a
knowledge of some of the old, now discredited,
amputations such as the Stokes-Gritti.
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