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ROYAL NORTHERN
OPERATIVE SURGERY.

By THE SURGICAL STAFF OF THE ROYAL NORTHERN
HOSPITAL, LONDON. Edited by SIR LANCELOT
BARRINGTON-WARD, K.C.V.O., M.B., F.R.C.S.
H. K. Lewis & Co. London. 1939. Price
£2. 2s. Od.

This is a book on operative surgery as practised
to-day by the surgeons belonging to the Royal
Northern Group of Hospitals. The authors, to
make the work as practical as possible, have
omitted those operations that have in their
opinion passed out of use, and they have confined
themselves to describing one well-tried method
of performing any given operation. They feel,
rightly, that the description of several methods
tends to confuse the reader. That they have suc-
ceeded in their task, there is no question. If a
surgeon is to be regarded as a jobbing carpenter,
then this work is his vade mecum. There is little
indication in the book as to when to operate or
as to what should be done. Surgical judgment is
a quality slowly acquired by the few and is born
of experience. The authors have not attempted
to deal with this aspect of surgery at any length,
although one feels that to know what to do, and
when to do it, is the essence of surgery, and that
the mere mechanical performance of a surgical
exercise-the operation-is relatively of far less
moment. This book, however, concerns itself
mainly with surgical technique. Although on
page 316, we find " It will be by his judgment
in selecting the right type of treatment for the
particular patient that the expert surgeon will
be distinguished from the in-expert. It is here
rather than in manual dexterity that greater
experience wvill show itself."

The authors have written the book in an
extremely attractive style. The subject matter
is composed of short, lucid, sentences interspersed
with numerous illustrations. No. 127 on page
95 is, however, upside down. The illustrations
are for the most part original and have not been
borrowed from other sources. They are numerous
and give great clarity to the descriptive matter.

There is evidence that the individual authors,
in addition to writing their own chapters have
worked as a committee and have reviewed each
chapter carefully. This has given the book
balance and has tended to eliminate the surgical
"fads" of the individual. It has to a great
extent overcome the disadvantages of composite
authorship.

Surgeons from other schools will inevitably
not agree with all that the book contains. But
in writing on a subject of this magnitude such
divergence of opinion could not be avoided, for
surgery has not reached the realm of an exact
science.

The book is one of the best on operative sur-
gery that has appeared in recent years. We
welcome it all the more for the help that it will
afford to the post-graduate students, particularly
to those who are working for the higher surgical
examinations.

HYPERTENSION AND
NEPHRITIS.

By ARTHUR M. FISHBERG, M.D. Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox. pp. 779. 1939. Price 37s. 6d.
Fishberg's "Hypertension and Nephritis" is

acknowledged to be the leading handbook in the
English language for those whose interest is in
this branch of medicine.
The fourth edition has been revised in many

sections and brought into line with modern views
on renal disease, the two most important con-
tributions during the five years which have
elapsed since the last edition being the work of
Homer Smith on renal function and that of
Goldblatt on the renal origin of hypertension.
These and other new contributions are fully and
carefully considered.
A new chapter on azotemia has been added,

a term which the author reserves for the
chemical state resulting from renal failure,
while retaining the term uraemia for the clinical
manifestations.
The sections on treatment are clear, well con-

sidered and practical and the author does not
hesitate to quote his own experience, which
lends the personal touch essential to good
teaching. One might instance here the sections
on treatment by drugs and by surgery of essen-
tial hypertension. Thoroughness and an ample
bibliology at the end of each chapter make the
book an essential work of reference for every
serious student of kidney disease.
The previous scheme has been retained whereby

early chapters deal with the individual mani-
festations of renal disease such as azotaemia,
albuminuria, cedema, uraemia and hypertension,
whereas later chapters deal with the diseases
themselves, such as nephrosis, glomerulonephri-
tis, essential hypertension. This leads to a
certain amount of repetition which though to
some extent unavoidable can become tedious in
places. A great and authoritative work is just
prevented from being also a thoroughly read-
able book, by the lack of lucidity in its style,
and by the inclusion of a few carelessly con-
structed sentences.

PRIMITIVE TUBERCULOSIS.
By LYLE CUMMINS. John Bale Medical Publica-

tions. 1939. Price lOs. 6d.
The historical approach to a subject is one

not usually made by medical men and if one has
often wished it were less neglected Professor
Cummins' new book on Primitive Tuberculosis
ccrtainly emphasises this regret. His book is a
painstaking, authoritative and interesting study
-of the causes, circumstances and prospects of
tuberculosis in primitive communities. Much of
his information is based on first hand reports from
men who have spent many years among the
natives and Professor Cummins has spared no
pains in comparing and sifting these observers'
views.
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