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REVIEWS.

PHYSIOTHERAPY IN MEDICAL
PRACTICE.

By HUGH MORRIS, M.D., D.M.R.E. Edward
Arold & Company. Pp. 276. 102 illustra-
tions. 1939. Price 12s. 6d.
Intended as an introduction to the principles

and practice of electro-therapy for the general
practitioner this volume fulfills its purpose
admirably.
A chapter on the fundamental principles of

electricity precedes the description of the con-
struction and use of the commoner types of
electro-medical apparatus. A section on helio-
therapy is included.
One was most impressed by the author's im-

partiality regarding the use of, and results ob-
tained by the various forms of treatment.
Nothing in this book would saddle the amateur
in this field of therapy with preconceived notions
as to the efficacy or otherwise of any particular
apparatus.
There is a glossary of medical and electrical

terms which could well have been omitted, and
many of the illustrations, as is the rule in works
on this subject, are decorative but not instructive.
The text is simple and readable, and from a

practical point of view the book should be of
great value to any practitioner wishing to
include electro-therapy in his armamentarium.

FRACTURES & DISLOCATIONS.
By JoHN HOSFORD, M.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S.

(Eng.). H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd., London.
1939. Price 12s. 6d.
This is a good book. Mr. Hosford has written

it for students and does not profess to give a
complete account of fracture work which has
become so complicated and, indeed, so very
difficult of recent years. But as an account of
modern surgical practice for students it is to be
highly recommended.
The first part of the book contains an intro-

duction and a section on general principles of
treatment. We think, perhaps, that Mr. Hosford
is a little optimistic when he wants to abolish
"compound and simple fractures" and substitute
for them "open and closed". The former terms
are so ingrained and are so commonly used in
first-aid work that we doubt whether such a
change, though perhaps desirable, will not
defeat its own object by causing confusion.
We are in entire accord with Mr. Hosford's

views on the desirability of taking X-rays after
a fracture has been put up, instead of relying
on the X-ray picture of the injury before treat-
ment has been carried out. This, though
apparently obvious, is too often neglected and
in a future edition Mr. Hosford might well make
this warning more emphatic than he does at
present.

The author states that stiffness due to muscle
spasm must be differentiated from that due to
adhesions, but he gives no diagnostic points as
to how these two conditions may be dis-
tinguished. Vague statements of this kind are
apt to confuse the student, and it is well to be
a little more specific.
We are not quite in agreement with the

author's view on the treatment of acromio-
clavicular dislocation. We doubt if the treat-
ment that is suggested is worth while-operation
certainly is not, save in very exceptional cases.
We are a little surprised to find that in his
account of recurrent dislocation of the shoulder
no mention is made of epilepsy, which is one of
the commonest causes, nor is any mention made
of the original operation for this condition
devised by Claremont. Another omission seems
to be the treatment of un-united fracture of the
scaphoid of the wrist. He makes no mention of
a drill hole through the two fragments, which
is a method well worth while and not infre-
quently leads to success when all other methods
fail.

These, however, are minor points and in no
way detract from the excellence of this book.
It is, in fact, one of the best short accounts of
fractures in general that we have read, and we
can heartily recommend it. The illustrations are
good, and the book is attractively produced.

CLINICAL ELECTROSURGERY.
By GUSTAVUS M. BLECH, G.C.S., G.C.G., M.D.,
LL.D. Oxford University Press, London,
New York, Toronto. 1939. Price 21s. Od.
The advent of the electrosurgical cutting

apparatus has induced some surgeons to give this
method an extensive trial. Although many
years ago Edwin Beer was the first to use dia-
thermy in the treatment of innocent growths of
the bladder, it was not until some years later
that the cutting current was invented. Harvey
Cushing, in his historic paper, was probably the
first to demonstrate the uses to which this
apparatus could be applied. Nevertheless, even
before that time some surgeons were using the
cutting current for certain operations, such as
the removal of a breast for carcinoma. There-
fore, a comprehensive account of clinical electro-
surgery is welcome, and Dr. Blech has covered
the account sufficiently and faithfully. The book
is a concise account of the various currents that
can be used, though, as he points out, it is
impossible to describe the various forms of
apparatus used, as they are so numerous.
We should have liked Dr. Blech to have

stressed the importance of using one make of
apparatus (no matter which), providing it has
stood the test of time. We feel that this warn-
ing, though it may be considered obvious, is
very important; but many surgeons have given
up this method, as in many cases it has proved
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