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each worker must use a diet made from
materials available locally which suits his
stock animals. If this is not done, comparison
with the records of other work is not possible.It is emphasised that, when determinations of
the vitamin content of a test substance are being
made, an equal number of animals must be
kept on the standard vitamin.

Basal diets are given for use in testing Vita-
mins A, B1, C and D and the methods of assessing
the results fully dealt with. In the chapter
on Vitamin D it is brought out that Vitamin D
and irradiated ergosterol are not the same sub-
stance and that children and rats can use both
the forms but that chickens cannot make use of
the irradiated ergosterol form of Vitamin D.

In the most interesting chapter on the inter-
dependence of the vitamins, experiments are
given showing that an excess of any one vitamin
in a diet used for the determination of another
will have no influence on the result, whereas a
partial deficiency will do so. One should there-
fore always give a sufficient quantity of vitamins
in a basal diet.
The second part of the book deals with the

standard deviation and the accuracy obtainable
in the determination of various vitamins.
The book covers a wide field and all pursuing

vitamin research should possess a copy of such
a useful and excellent work.

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS AND
THEIR RELATION TO

AMPUTATIONS.
(Published by His Majesty's Stationery Office,
London. 1939. Price 3s. Od.)
Between the covers of this slim volume is a

rich mine of information on problems that have
long remained controversial, problems that will
confront those surgeons privileged to deal with
the treatment of the heavy toll of casualties
impending amongst civilians and His Majesty's
Forces. There is a refreshing finality about the
conclusions drawn from a quarter-century of
intensive study and research. If the instruc-
tions to surgeons seem dogmatic, they are based
on arguments and facts that are clearly set
forth, and their soundness cannot be gainsaid.
The gradual evolution of ideal prostheses has

been achieved by an unremitting search for ideas,

wherever these were born, whether in our own
country, on the Continent or in the United States
where the experience of their "industrial
surgeons" has proved valuable.
The succinct style of the author can be

gauged by this enunciation of an axiom that
" whilst a good surgical result is not always
good prosthetically, a good prosthetic result
must of necessity be a good surgical result."
And again "It is extremely rare to find an
above-knee stump of the ideal length" (that is
10 inches to 12 inches from the tip of the great
trochanter) "suffering from circulatory disturb-
ance at the extremity even after 20 years."

Reluctantly the older surgeons see relegated
to their place in history many ingenious ampu-
tations such as the Syme, the Pridgin Teale and
the Stokes-Gritti, but the demands of the
prosthesis-maker are inexorable and must be
obeyed.
The section on the causes and treatment of

troublesome affections of stumps-bulbous
nerve-endings, bursae, osteophytes and furuncu-
losis-is specially instructive. The central
origin of 'painful sensations cannot be regarded
as fully proven for all cases, but the possibility
will give pause to those who plan operations
which admittedly are often futile.
With the mechanical details of the various

artificial limbs surgeons are less immediately
concerned. To the many beautiful illustrations
of these might be, with advantage, added a few
diagrams e.g. one shewing clearly the optimum
sites for amputations of the limbs.
There is scarcely a sentence of this admirable

monograph which is not pregnant with practical
knowledge and wisdom.

PHARMACOP(EIA & VADE
MECUM.

Edited by J. WICLIFFE PECK. The Infants'
Hospital. 1939. Revised Edition. Price
3s. 6d.
This book is of its kind one of the most com-

prehensive. No nurse should be without a copy
and every practising doctor would find great
help in his work by having such a handbook in
his visiting bag. The subject matter is well set
out and the chapters on diet and infectious
fevers are eminently practical. The publication
is unusual inasmuch as it is both useful and
interesting.

Forthcoming Medical Books.
HENRY KIMPTON,
263, High Holbom, London, W.C.1.
" Textbook of Nervous Diseases," by
Robert Bing. From the Fifth German
edition. In one large octavo volume of
838 pages with 207 illustrations includ-
ing 9 in colour. Cloth. Price 50s. net.

"Nitrous Oxide - Oxygen Anesthesia."
McKesson-Clement Viewpoint and

Technique, by F. W. Clement, M.D.
In one royal octavo volume of 274
pages, illustrated with 70 engravings.
Cloth. Price 18s. net.
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