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REVIEWS.

CATECHISM SERIES.
Anatomy-Part IV. (Fifth Edition).

Midwifery-Parts I and II. (Fourth Edition).
E. & S. Livingstone. 1939. Price ls. 6d. each

part.
The publication of new editions of this well-

known series is sufficient evidence of its popu-
larity among successive generations of students.
Anatomy lends itself perhaps best of all

medical subjects to the method of question and
answer; and if this method is chosen by the
student, this volume on the abdomen is well up
to the previous standard.

Midwifery is far less suited to the Catechism
series and the ground covered is insufficient ex-
cept for the less advanced qualifying examina-
tions. Thus the whole subject of toxaemias is
dismissed in less than five short pages and that
of extrauterine pregnancy in half this amount,
the subject matter will, however, be found
adequate by those who use this series.

ESSENTIALS OF FEVERS.
By GERALD E. BREEN, M.D., D.P.H. E. & S.

Livingstone. Edin. 1939. Pp. 273. Price
7s. 6d.
In this book-a pocket size manual with ex-

cellent easily legible type, the author presents a
clear and concise summary of the diagnosis and
treatment of the common infectious diseases. One
cannot expect photographs of rashes, etc., in a
small volume at the price quoted, but the frontis-
piece-a plate to illustrate the distribution of the
varicella eruption could easily be improved. The
other illustrations by the author himself serve
their purpose very well, but the example on
page 132 could with advantage be omitted.
The first essential in the study of infectious

diseases is to grasp the truth of the old maxim
-that prevention where possible is better than
cure-but Dr. Breen has not given this concep-
tion of the subject the prominence it indubitably
merits. In the section on diphtheria, over thirty
pages are devoted to the disease itself, whereas
only one page at the end of the chapter is
devoted to a brief summary of the measures for
active immunisation. Students and general prac-
titioners must be taught to view this subject in
the proper perspective if we ever hope to make
up that ten years leeway in this branch of
medicine which is an ever present reproach to
the efficiency of our public health system.
The sections on infection, immunity, serum

administration and that section marked "mis-
cellaneous " are well compiled and the clinical
descriptions of the various diseases bear eloquent
testimony to the writer's widespread practical
experience. There is, however, a tendency to
waste space with rare complications and there are
a few minor points which do not bear careful
scrutiny. In the discussion on streptococal in-
fections, it is stated that-" the Dochez (type 10)

strain . . is a virulent strain so polyvalent
that its antiserum is valid in almost every
scarlatinal infection." The general argument of
the paragraph combined with this description
seems to stress the antibacterial properties of the
serum and not the antitoxic quality. The ex-
tension of that inelegant term " bull-neck " to a
description of rare septic forms of scarlet fever
is to be deprecated. Some points of differentia-
tion of this form of adenitis from that which we
commonly see in severe naso-pharyngeal
diphtheria would have been more helpful. As
otitis media is one of the commonest complica-
tions of the infectious diseases when nursed in
open wards and is itself infectious it is surely
strange that it has not been considered worthy
of special mention. Readers of this book would
surely appreciate some guidance as to care and
treatment. In whooping cough the cough plate
method of diagnosis is dismissed too lightly.
Certain details such as the number of " barks "
necessary and the distance from the mouth at
which the plate must be held, should be
inserted.
These criticisms, however, do not invalidate

the author's claim that "if the student has
mastered the contents of this volume he will
embark on practice by no means badly equipped."
Moreover, the book can be confidently commended
to the busy practitioner and post-graduate who
wishes to revise quickly his knowledge of
infectious diseases.

THE SURGERY OF PAIN.
By RENE LERICHE, M.D. Lyon, LL.D. Glasgow,

F.R.C.S. Eng. (Hon. Causa), etc. Professor
of Clinical Surgery, University of Strasbourg.
Translated & Edited by ARCHIBALD YOUNG,
B.Sc., M.B., C.M. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox,
London. 1939. Price 21s. Od.
This is truly a remarkable book. Professor

Leriche's work on the sympathetic nervous
system is well-known, and any treatise by him
must receive the greatest consideration.

Anybody reading this book will be amazed at
the heterodox views put forward, though always
with careful reasons for the throwing over of
orthodoxy and the assumption of heterodoxy,
The more one reads this volume (and it is a long
one), the more fascinated one becomes. Though
at first one may be inclined to think that
Professor Leriche is taking a view peculiarly his
own and one that is obviously contentious, yet
one is forced to believe that his work is the out-
pouring of a brilliant mind based on practical
work of many years standing, and which ought
not to be relegated to the impossible merely
because is does not agree always with the
accepted views on physiology as it has been
taught for many years. As an example of this,.
Professor Leriche is unable to accept Head's
theory of referred pain, or Mackenzie's view that
the viscera are insensitive.
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