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REVIEWS.

THE NOSE, EAR AND THROAT
FOR NURSES AND DRESSERS.

(Second Edition.)
By MICHAEL VLASTO. Faber & Faber. 1938.

Price 7s. 6d.
This compact volume of over two hundred

pages is clearly and interestingly written. In
fact, so much so, that I had great difficulty to
obtain its return from one of my nursing staff,
who had casually picked it up and read a few
sentences. The type is clear, and the illustra-
tions plentiful and explicit. The subject matter
is accurate, as one would expect from its author,
and what a relief to read such clear English. If
only all medical authors would follow Mr.,
Vlasto's example! The book is modestly dedi-
cated to " Nurses and Dressers," but the medical
man and even an Ear, Nose and Throat specialist
will find much that is of interest to him. In
fact, this book is invaluable to those who have
to lecture to the nursing staff, and if this book
were more widely read, it would certainly ease
the life of a surgeon in a busy out-patient de-
partment and avoid many harassed moments in
the theatre. It describes clearly and simply the
commoner Ear, Nose and Throat operations, it
explains the reason for the use of various instru-
ments, and gives also invaluable hints on their
care. This book deserves to have a place on the
book shelf of every nurse and doctor who comes
in contact with this speciality.

THE HANDICAP OF
DEAFNESS.

By IRENE R. EWING & ALEX. W. G. EWING.
Longmans Green. 1938. Price 12s. 6d.
It is a chastening reflection that, whereas our

reaction to the blind is that of immediate com-
passion and a desire to help, the majority of
us react to the deaf by a feeling of irritation,
coupled with a desire to escape from their
company.

If it did nothing else, this book renders
precious service by compelling a real under-
standing of and sympathy for the hardships
endured by the deaf, from those who are only
hard of hearing to those who have never even
heard a voice.
The word invaluable is too loosely used as a

term of praise but "The Handicap of Deafness"
truly merits this commendation. It is equally
helpful and instructive to the afflicted as it is to
all those who minister to and are in contact with
them.
The first chapter deals with the various pro-

blems which confront the deaf-16 per cent. of
our population. And in passing, it is noteworthy
that diseases of the middle ear accounted for
the rejection of more recruits than any other
single cause in the Great War; but it was not
until as recently as 1934 that the first clinic for
the deaf was opened.

This work maintains such a high level of
merit on every page that it is difficult to single
out any particular chapter or chapters for
praise, but those dealing with the education of
deaf children, stress laid upon the vital im-
portance that all deaf people (even those only
slightly afflicted) should learn to lip-read, and
the explications of the use and care of various
aids, are especially valuable.
The text is profusely illustrated with

admirably clear diagrams.

SURGICAL ANATOMY OF THE
HEAD AND NECK.

By JOHN F. BARNHILL, M.D., F.A.C.S. pp.
xiii+921., with 431 illustrations. Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox. 1938. Price 90s. Od. net.
This is a volume which deals in a most com-

prehensive and practical manner with the
surgical anatomy of the head and neck. The
author has made a valuable contribution to the
study of surgical anatomy from the point of
view of the anatomy of the living rather than
of the anatomy of the dead. In considering the
diseases of the brain, including the pituitary
gland, he has described the most modern methods
of dealing with tumours of this region.

It seems a pity that although the book contains
a great number of illustrations they are scarcely
up to the standard of the text. Some of the
illustrations, as for example that of Fig. 426,
show an old-fashioned temporal flap turned
down to expose the Gasserion ganglion. The
present-day neuro-surgeon never makes use of
this flap.
However, in spite of the criticism regarding

the quality of the illustrations, the author is to
be congratulated on the production of a volume
on surgical anatomy that will prove of value to
the student and to the practising surgeon.

CLINICAL PAEDIATRICS.
(THE BABY.)

By W. R. F. COLLIS, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.,
F.R.C.P.I., D.Ph. William Heinemann
(Medical Books) Ltd., London. 1938. Price
21s. Od.
The question of whether pediatrics is or is

not a legitimate specialty is now no longer
debated; the pediatricians have won the day
and the study of the child in sickness and in
health now has its own practitioners and its own
literature in this country, as it has had for
many years in America and on the Continent.
But of all the forces of conservatism which have
resisted the tendency to regard clinical paedia-
trics as a special study, those deepest entrenched
have been the obstetricians; it is therefore in the
highest degree gratifying to the paediatrician
to find a school of medicine so rightly long
renowned for the high standard of its obstetric
teaching as is the Dublin school, giving birth
to a book on clinical paediatrics. In a foreword
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