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further examples to illustrate what is
meant, we have such diverse conditions
mentioned as amcebic abscess of the brain
following amoebic dysentery, and sub-con-
junctival hemorrhage resulting from strain-
ing at stool. There is such a thing as
excessive thoroughness interfering with clear
teaching, and surely the last example is a
good illustration of this.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
IN GENERAL PRACTICE.

By TERENCE EAST. H. K. Lewis & Co.,
Ltd., London. 1938. Price 10/6.
The author has attempted to epitomise

the essentials of modem cardiology in a
small book. The subject matter is put
together in a simple and readable form
which makes reference easy.

Particularly good chapters are those on
Physical Examination of the heart, on
Peripheral Failure and on Hypertension.
Chapter XVII will be found particularly
helpful, especially that portion on Pregnancy
and Heart Disease. At the end of Chapter
II are included several valuable criteria on
the examination of the cardiovascular system
for life assurance.
The diagrams, especially the X-ray draw-

ings, are simple and easily understood. It
appears, however, that the author himself,
in spite of his careful data of physical signs,
rightly places his chief reliance on X-ray
examination in determining the size and
shape of the heart and great vessels.

Electrocardiographic changes typical of
various cardiac conditions are mentioned,
and the book, even if a few pages longer,
would gain in value by having a few elec-
trocardiograms.

In Chapter II gallop rhythm and the
presence of the third heart sound are men-
tioned very cursorily, and as these signs
are frequently a cause of difficulty to the
general practitioner a short note on their
meaning and causation would be helpful.
The value of venesection is insufficiently

stressed in severe congestive failure, and
is not even mentioned as a remedial
measure in cases of severe hypertension
with acute headaches. The amount of
blood to be drawn might also be stated.
Leeches, which have proved of great value

when applied over a large congested liver
in cases of congestive failure, might also
be profitably mentioned.
However these are minor criticisms. It

is a most readable book and should prove of
real help to the general practitioner and to
the newly qualified student.

CABOT'S PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS.
(Twelfth Edition.)

By RICHARD C. CABOT, M.D., and F. D.
ADAMS, M.D. 309 Illustrations. Pp. xii+
846. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. London.
1938. Price 22/6.
This well-known text-book on Physical

Diagnosis, now in its twelfth edition, has
been subjected to a change of policy neces-
sitating the "rearrangement and elaboration
of many chapters, and the introduction of
new ones .... Symptomatology and clinical
entities have been discussed more fully than
in previous editions, in accordance with the
present-day trend toward the teaching of
physical signs in their relationship to the
other aspects of disease, not apart from
them." The association of Dr. F. D.
Adams, as joint-author, and the drawing on
the experience of many of the authors'
colleagues has resulted in the book becom-
ing "a cross-section of the views on
diagnosis held by the staff of the
Massachusetts General Hospital." In this
way, the basis of the book has been
broadened, from the earlier policy of repre-
senting "the writer's personal experience
and nothing else." evertheless the dis-
claimer is still made that "no more than in
previous editions does this book attempt to
be an exhaustive compendium of diagnostic
methods. Its general purpose remains the
same: to show how we think the patient
should be examined, to describe and inter-
pret important symptoms and signs, and
briefly to discuss the more common dis-
orders in which they occur."

Let it be said at once, that these aims
are carried out in a most excellent fashion.
The volume is written in a clear direct style
which leaves the reader in no doubt as to
the meaning. The whole is seasoned with
aphorisms of the utmost value in their advice
and scope. For example, in the delightful
chapter on "The History," we have this
statement, "More errors in diagnosis are
traceable to lack of acumen in eliciting or
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interpreting symptoms than have ever been
caused by failure to hear a murmur, feel
a mass, or take an electrocardiogram."
How greatly needed is this dictum in
these days when the patient tends to be
submitted to a system of specialist examina-
tions (and sometimes treatments) from a
hurried haphazard examination. And in
these days of economic stress, once
labelled, the patient is often willing or even
asking to have it so, for quite minor com-
plaints. As other examples take the
following didactic statements in italics:-
"The presence of normal heart sounds does
not necessarily indicate a normal heart; a
seriously diseased heart may sound perfectly
normal." "Murmurs do not necessarily
indicate the presence of heart disease."
"There are no physical signs on which the
diagnosis of angina pectoris can be made..

. There may be no enlargement, no
murmurs, no irregularity, nor any roent-
genologic or electrocardiographic changes."
The illustrations are numerous and main-

tain the high standard of the text. In those
showing a decimetre scale of height along-
side the patient, it would be an advantage
for the British reader if the exact height
were given in millimetres or centimetres and
inches.
The book, therefore, can be most highly

recommended to the senior student of
medicine and surgery, and to the post-
graduate of all ages, and reflects the
greatest credit on the authors and their
school.

CHRONIC DISEASES OF THE
ABDOMEN.

A DIAGNOSTIC SYSTEM.
By C. JENNINGS MARSHALL, M.S., M.D.,
F.R.C.S. Pages xvi+247. Chapman
and Hall. Price 25/- net.
The object of this book is described by its

subtitle. "Chronic Abdomen" is used in
its widest sense and the book includes some
consideration of diseases of and symptoms
arising from contiguous organs and liable to
lead to confusion in diagnosis, as well as
descriptions of symptoms and signs arising
from chronic abdominal disease and mani-
festing themselves away from their source of
origin. The first part of the book (52 pages)
deals with method of diagnosis and includes
physical examination, special examinations

and laboratory examinations. The second
part deals with symptoms in turn, most of
the first half being concerned with pain and
the remainder with other cardinal symptoms
in order.
The subject matter is carefully tabulated,

cross references are freely used and the book
is evidently intended to be a complete index
of its subject. Your reviewer was therefore
disappointed, when testing this completeness
to find numerous omissions. In a few cases
the index alone may be deficient though in
a work of this nature this is itself a serious
fault. Some of them were,-enteritis,
regional enteritis (Crohne's Disease), coronary
thrombosis, mesenteric thrombosis, dysen-
tery (except for hepatic abscess), Richter's
hernia, mairotation of the gut, hair-balls
and phytobezoars, hiccough, periarteritis
nodosa, acanthosis nigricans. The differen-
tial diagnosis of chronic intussusception is
said to be carcinoma coli-abdominal tuber-
culosis, the more likely in children, is not
mentioned in this connection por is eventra-
tion of the diaphragm or thoracic stomach
mentioned in the differential diagnosis of
diaphragmatic hernia.

In spite of rather many omissions which
prevent this book from being another
"French" in its special field the student
will find it packed with useful and accurate
information arranged, for easy assimilation,
in his favourite format. The printing, illus-
trations and diagrams are excellent.

RHEUMATISM.
By BERTRAM NISSE, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp.

159. John Bale Medical Publications,
Ltd. London. 1938. Price 5/-.
Here is another little book on rheumatism

divided into rheumatic fever, fibrositis and
arthritis. It gives the main facts which are
known about these various conditions and
is principally written for the general
practitioner.
A good deal of space has been wisely

devoted to treatment, and some attempt has
been made to indicate the value of the
various types of therapy.
There have been a great many small books

of this sort published in the last few years
and this book is at least as good as any of
them. The importance of gout has been
stressed and a chapter or so is devoted to
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