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further examples to illustrate what is
meant, we have such diverse conditions
mentioned as amcebic abscess of the brain
following amoebic dysentery, and sub-con-
junctival hemorrhage resulting from strain-
ing at stool. There is such a thing as
excessive thoroughness interfering with clear
teaching, and surely the last example is a
good illustration of this.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
IN GENERAL PRACTICE.

By TERENCE EAST. H. K. Lewis & Co.,
Ltd., London. 1938. Price 10/6.
The author has attempted to epitomise

the essentials of modem cardiology in a
small book. The subject matter is put
together in a simple and readable form
which makes reference easy.

Particularly good chapters are those on
Physical Examination of the heart, on
Peripheral Failure and on Hypertension.
Chapter XVII will be found particularly
helpful, especially that portion on Pregnancy
and Heart Disease. At the end of Chapter
II are included several valuable criteria on
the examination of the cardiovascular system
for life assurance.
The diagrams, especially the X-ray draw-

ings, are simple and easily understood. It
appears, however, that the author himself,
in spite of his careful data of physical signs,
rightly places his chief reliance on X-ray
examination in determining the size and
shape of the heart and great vessels.

Electrocardiographic changes typical of
various cardiac conditions are mentioned,
and the book, even if a few pages longer,
would gain in value by having a few elec-
trocardiograms.

In Chapter II gallop rhythm and the
presence of the third heart sound are men-
tioned very cursorily, and as these signs
are frequently a cause of difficulty to the
general practitioner a short note on their
meaning and causation would be helpful.
The value of venesection is insufficiently

stressed in severe congestive failure, and
is not even mentioned as a remedial
measure in cases of severe hypertension
with acute headaches. The amount of
blood to be drawn might also be stated.
Leeches, which have proved of great value

when applied over a large congested liver
in cases of congestive failure, might also
be profitably mentioned.
However these are minor criticisms. It

is a most readable book and should prove of
real help to the general practitioner and to
the newly qualified student.

CABOT'S PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS.
(Twelfth Edition.)

By RICHARD C. CABOT, M.D., and F. D.
ADAMS, M.D. 309 Illustrations. Pp. xii+
846. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. London.
1938. Price 22/6.
This well-known text-book on Physical

Diagnosis, now in its twelfth edition, has
been subjected to a change of policy neces-
sitating the "rearrangement and elaboration
of many chapters, and the introduction of
new ones .... Symptomatology and clinical
entities have been discussed more fully than
in previous editions, in accordance with the
present-day trend toward the teaching of
physical signs in their relationship to the
other aspects of disease, not apart from
them." The association of Dr. F. D.
Adams, as joint-author, and the drawing on
the experience of many of the authors'
colleagues has resulted in the book becom-
ing "a cross-section of the views on
diagnosis held by the staff of the
Massachusetts General Hospital." In this
way, the basis of the book has been
broadened, from the earlier policy of repre-
senting "the writer's personal experience
and nothing else." evertheless the dis-
claimer is still made that "no more than in
previous editions does this book attempt to
be an exhaustive compendium of diagnostic
methods. Its general purpose remains the
same: to show how we think the patient
should be examined, to describe and inter-
pret important symptoms and signs, and
briefly to discuss the more common dis-
orders in which they occur."

Let it be said at once, that these aims
are carried out in a most excellent fashion.
The volume is written in a clear direct style
which leaves the reader in no doubt as to
the meaning. The whole is seasoned with
aphorisms of the utmost value in their advice
and scope. For example, in the delightful
chapter on "The History," we have this
statement, "More errors in diagnosis are
traceable to lack of acumen in eliciting or
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