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should be performed with bone forceps, a
practice, we are informed, that is common
in Australia. On page 177, one finds under
general treatment for carbuncles, "the old
fashioned treatment of a bottle of port a day
has much to recommend it in debilitated
subjects."

There are many outstanding chapters and
we would particularly single out those on
renal function tests, the examination of the
urine, the rectum, and the one on the eye.
Fractures have been given all the attention
they deserve and there is some excellent
advice on plastering and plaster work.
Included in the book is a chapter on medico-
legal questions written by Mr. Bentley
Purchase. This should be read by all house-
officers.
The book contains much practical advice,

and is one that can be unhesitatingly recom-
mended to all those about to commence
resident house appointments. It should be
invaluable to the man who has to start
practice without the advantage of having
had a resident post.

CLINICS ON SECONDARY
GASTRO-INTESTINAL

DISORDERS; RECIPROCAL
RELATIONSHIPS.

By JULIUS FRIEDENWALD and T. & S.
MORRISON. Pp. xi+251. Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, London. 1938. Price
13/6.
A new type of work is presented in this

book whose authors report painstaking
observations on the relationship of gastro-
intestinal symptoms which prove to be
referable to diseases of other systems. They
discuss, for instance, various symptoms
suggestive of digestive disorder which are
actually due to cardiac disease, pulmonary
tuberculosis, genito-urinary disease, distur-
bances of the female pelvic organs, of the
endocrine system, and even diseases of the
eye. They reach the conclusion that over
half of the patients whom they have seen
with symptoms of digestive disorder belong,
in fact, to the group of those suffering from
secondary gastro-intestinal disturbances
arising from maladies of the other systems.
No one will question the frequency of this
association. One has only to think of the
flatulence of heart disease, the indigestion

of early and of late tuberculosis, the
vomiting of migraine and a host of other
maladies to recognise that the gastro-
intestinal tract is subjected to so many
influences from the most diverse systems,
to say nothing of the profound effect on it
of psychological disturbances, to realise
what a vast field of investigation has been
accepted for study. There is but little in
the text at which to take exception, but it
should be pointed out that this work has
nothing of the nature of a critical review.
Many opinions expressed by various
workers are quoted, but are not subjected
to analysis. For instance, we find that
" Hale has stated that chronic appendicitis
is often associated with tender enlargement
of the right ovary, cystic in type. He con-
cludes that chronic appendicitis produces a
deleterious effect upon the right ovary, and
on this account he advises early removal of
the diseased appendix. Of two hundred
and fifty cases of chronic appendicitis,
seventy-six per cent. were found at opera-
tion to be associated with the small cystic
ovary. Dencks and others likewise remark
that even though the appendix may be
found normal at operation, it should be
removed because inflammatory changes
may be produced later as the result of
lesions occurring in the adnexa." The
reviewer would not question this method of
presentation, were it not for the fact that
in the preface it is suggested that the book
will be of use to the medical student as well
as the general practitioner. It is essentially
not a book for a student who has not yet
had sufficient experience to sift the wheat
from the chaff. One might go further, in
fact, and say that it is an excellent book
for perusal, but only for medical men who
have been practising for at least ten years.
Actually the scope of the subject is too vast
for a presentation which can be of any
practical use, although as a work of
reference it can be strongly commended.
The very fact that the association of gastro-
intestinal disorder symptoms is so common
in relation to disease elsewhere makes it
clear that the setting forth of the greater
number of these associations is unlikely to
assist the physician in arriving at a diag-
nosis. On the other hand, having found by
the usual methods of clinical investigations
an unusual link he might with advantage
use the book to assist him in finding
references on this point To quote two
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further examples to illustrate what is
meant, we have such diverse conditions
mentioned as amcebic abscess of the brain
following amoebic dysentery, and sub-con-
junctival hemorrhage resulting from strain-
ing at stool. There is such a thing as
excessive thoroughness interfering with clear
teaching, and surely the last example is a
good illustration of this.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
IN GENERAL PRACTICE.

By TERENCE EAST. H. K. Lewis & Co.,
Ltd., London. 1938. Price 10/6.
The author has attempted to epitomise

the essentials of modem cardiology in a
small book. The subject matter is put
together in a simple and readable form
which makes reference easy.

Particularly good chapters are those on
Physical Examination of the heart, on
Peripheral Failure and on Hypertension.
Chapter XVII will be found particularly
helpful, especially that portion on Pregnancy
and Heart Disease. At the end of Chapter
II are included several valuable criteria on
the examination of the cardiovascular system
for life assurance.
The diagrams, especially the X-ray draw-

ings, are simple and easily understood. It
appears, however, that the author himself,
in spite of his careful data of physical signs,
rightly places his chief reliance on X-ray
examination in determining the size and
shape of the heart and great vessels.

Electrocardiographic changes typical of
various cardiac conditions are mentioned,
and the book, even if a few pages longer,
would gain in value by having a few elec-
trocardiograms.

In Chapter II gallop rhythm and the
presence of the third heart sound are men-
tioned very cursorily, and as these signs
are frequently a cause of difficulty to the
general practitioner a short note on their
meaning and causation would be helpful.
The value of venesection is insufficiently

stressed in severe congestive failure, and
is not even mentioned as a remedial
measure in cases of severe hypertension
with acute headaches. The amount of
blood to be drawn might also be stated.
Leeches, which have proved of great value

when applied over a large congested liver
in cases of congestive failure, might also
be profitably mentioned.
However these are minor criticisms. It

is a most readable book and should prove of
real help to the general practitioner and to
the newly qualified student.

CABOT'S PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS.
(Twelfth Edition.)

By RICHARD C. CABOT, M.D., and F. D.
ADAMS, M.D. 309 Illustrations. Pp. xii+
846. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. London.
1938. Price 22/6.
This well-known text-book on Physical

Diagnosis, now in its twelfth edition, has
been subjected to a change of policy neces-
sitating the "rearrangement and elaboration
of many chapters, and the introduction of
new ones .... Symptomatology and clinical
entities have been discussed more fully than
in previous editions, in accordance with the
present-day trend toward the teaching of
physical signs in their relationship to the
other aspects of disease, not apart from
them." The association of Dr. F. D.
Adams, as joint-author, and the drawing on
the experience of many of the authors'
colleagues has resulted in the book becom-
ing "a cross-section of the views on
diagnosis held by the staff of the
Massachusetts General Hospital." In this
way, the basis of the book has been
broadened, from the earlier policy of repre-
senting "the writer's personal experience
and nothing else." evertheless the dis-
claimer is still made that "no more than in
previous editions does this book attempt to
be an exhaustive compendium of diagnostic
methods. Its general purpose remains the
same: to show how we think the patient
should be examined, to describe and inter-
pret important symptoms and signs, and
briefly to discuss the more common dis-
orders in which they occur."

Let it be said at once, that these aims
are carried out in a most excellent fashion.
The volume is written in a clear direct style
which leaves the reader in no doubt as to
the meaning. The whole is seasoned with
aphorisms of the utmost value in their advice
and scope. For example, in the delightful
chapter on "The History," we have this
statement, "More errors in diagnosis are
traceable to lack of acumen in eliciting or
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