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THE ABNORMAL IN
OBSTETRICS.

By SIR COMYNS BERKELEY, M.A., M.C.,
M.D. (Cantab.) F.R.C.P. (Lond.)
M.M.S.A., F.C.O.G.; VICTOR BONNEY,
M.S., M.D., B.Sc. (Lond.) F.R.C.S,
F.R.A.C.S. (Hon.) M.R.C.P. (Lond.);
DOUGLAS MACLEOD, M.S., M.B.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.P. (Lond.) M.C.O.G.
Pp. 511. Edward Arnold & Co. London.
Price 18/- net.
This book is a new departure in

obstetrics, in that it endeavours to place
between two covers all that information on
abnormalities which otherwise would take a
fairly extensive research to find. It must be
admitted at once, that the authors have
accomplished their aim in a very satisfactory
manner.

In essence, the book is for the moderately
experienced obstetrician, be he reading for
the higher examinations and honours, or
aspiring to membership of the College of
Obstetrics, but it is probable that the book
will be most widely read by the practitioner
whose work includes a fair proportion of
midwifery. To such a one, especially in a
country district where he has to rely on his
own skill and resource, it will be an invalu-
able addition to his library. He will find it
divided into three parts, medical, surgical
and obstetrical. The medical section, which
is very full and contains mention of many
conditions which must surely be looked upon
as quite unconnected with pregnancy, will
provide information not to be found in any
text-book but taken from various journals,
the references to which are very fully given
in a bibliography at the end of the book.
Chapters on blood transfusion and anaes-
thetics are included, and one on mental
disorders by Sir Hubert Bond. The surgical
and obstetrical sections deal with more
generally familiar matter, but in an eminently
readable and lucid manner. There are no
illustrations, as these can be looked up in
any good text-book, and much bulk is saved
in the present volume by excluding them.

Altogether it is a most useful book, and
can be very strongly recommended to that
section of practitioners for which it is
intended.

IODINE METABOLISM AND
THYROID FUNCTION.

By A. W. ELMER, M.D. Pp. 533, 23
figures and 86 tables. Oxford University
Press. London. Humphrey Milford.
1938. Price 30/-.
This book deals with iodine metabolism

but almost entirely from the point of view
of thyroid function. It includes a historical
review, devotes fifty-eight pages to methods
of iodine determination in iodine com-
pounds, the remainder of the book being
devoted to the physiology and pathology of
iodine metabolism. In addition to this there
is a bibliography at the end running into
sixty pages.

It will be seen that the work is extensive
and complete and there is no aspect of
iodine metabolism which is neglected,
although there are some points which are
not mentioned even in this very complete
work. The book will have its greatest use
no doubt in assembling in one place all the
known facts of iodine metabolism and so
wrill be of greater interest to the laboratory
worker. Opinions vary a good deal as to
the value of the iodine test meal, and a
definite expression of opinion on this subject
would be welcome in future editions. The
print is good and the sub-headings adequate.
The original work was published in 1936

by the Polish Academy of Science, and the
English translation has been considerably
enlarged. The book does not deal in any
sense with the pharmacology of iodine or
therefore with its significance in the treat-
ment of disease.

ADVENTURES IN
RESPIRATION.

By YANDELL HENDERSON. Bailliere,
Tindall and Cox. London, 1938.
Price 13/6.
This book is the professional auto-

biography of a physiologist. Professor
Henderson has shared in the discoveries of
the control of respiration which have
written a new chapter in physiology
during the last thirty years. He begins the
story with Lavoisier but the intimate history
that is unfolded deals largely with the
work of Haldane and the developments
that followed, and in which the author has
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